American Babassy 


Jidda, Saudi Arabla 


August 8, 195) 


Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabla-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Bast, South Asia and Africa Operations 


Foreign Operations Administration 
Washing ton 2, De. C, 


Mr. Paul F, Taggart 
Dear Paul: 
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USAOM/ 


has requested the services of Miss Parrish, and I await your author- 


to issue her travel orders, 


Confer, 


it will probably be another wo 
for Caro. 
moming tha’ 
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lor and B 


Bach of these secretaries is interested 


Moser in getting our files and records readied for 
aoe 


tion, 
USAON/J 
leave 
help 
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reassignment for her, I might state, however, that Miss 
will be ready to 
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As you know, USAOM/Rgypt has requested the services of Miss 


2 33 
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ti romertie 


duly 21 


I thank you for the information you gave me in your letter of 


relative to Syria and Guatemala, 


Sincerely, 


HJCorson10 





American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


August 7, 1954 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Mr, Paul F, 

Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia~Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

Washington 25, D, Cc, 


Dear Paul: 


In his letter dated August 2, His Excellency Shaikh Abdul Aziz 
Sulaiman, Assistant Deputy Finance Minister, requested that we 
furnish the Finance Ministry with all the negatives of the aerial 
photographs taken by Aero Service Corporation under its contracts 
with Foreign Operations Administration, 


Under the terns of the Aerial Survey Project Agreement dated 
November 10, 1952, no mention is made to any obligation on our part 
to turn over to SAG the negatives now being requested by the 
Ministry of Finance, Our obligation, as stated in that Agreenent, 
covers photographs only, However, if you are in accord in that such 
negatives be delivered to the Saudi Arabian Government, I shall 
appreciate your making the necessary arrangements with Aero Service 
Corporation to send them to me and I will personally deliver them 
to the Ministry of Finance, 


Sincerely, 


Harland J, Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 


HJCorson:mep 


TO 


Mr. Paul F, Taggart 

Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

Washington 25, 1D, C. 


Dear Paul: 


We are attaching complete inventory lists covering all nonexpendabile 
items held by this Mission, listed in accordace with y-w instructions. 
All items have been individually inspected as to condition and checked 
with our inventory records, You will note that we have grouped automo- 
tive spare parts, implements and supplies for technicians, etc,, but will 
furnish details immediately upon request of any interested Mission, 


A copy of these lists is being sent today to USAOM/Jorden and to 
USAOM/Trraq, in order that each of these Missions can inform you as to 
its requirements in accordance with USFOTO 2) dated July 27. 





Enclosure 
Inventory - Nonexpendables 


sent via air pouch Aug, 1, 195k. 
sent via APO duly 31, 19h. 
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Air Conditioner 
(window model) 
Beds, single 
Beds, double 
Bookcase 
Buffet 
Closet, China 
Closet, Linen 
Chair, Overstuffed 
Chair, Dining 
Chest, Drawers 
Chair, Occasional 
Chair, Rocker 
Chair, Arm 
Chair, Arm Cushion 
Couch 
Cabinet, Kitchen 
Cabinet, Slide door 
Cabinet, Wood 
Cabinet, Medicine 
Desk 
Divans 
Dressers 
Drapes 
Deep Freeze 
Fans, Electric 
Fans, Ceiling 
Heater, Electric, Water 
Lamp, Table 
"Floor 
Mirror 
Mattress, Single 
" Double 
Mattress & Box Springs 
Springs, bed 
Rug, Fiber & Broadloom 
Rug, Bathroom 
Refrigerator, Electric 
" Electrolux 
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Ifventory of U.S.-owned Non-Expenuables - 
Office Furniture and Equipment 





USOM/Saudi Arabia 


List A List B 
Worth Shippin i Not Worth Shippi 
; ' Need. Salable (of cre 
Item Good: Fair | Some 50% 35% += 20% 
Penner - —. oth: cf 
1, Steel bookcases - i a 
4, section | 
| 
2. Bookeases, mahogany | 2 3 \ 
3 section ' | 
i H 
3. Steel file cabinets | 
4 drawer 2h | 1 
4. Wood bookracks | | 3 
5. Steel storage cabinets i da 
6 shelf with hat 
and coat space | 
{ 
6, Printing calculators | 2 | 
Remington-Rand | | 
| 
7, Adding machines | 4 | 
Underwood | 
8. Calculator, Frieden ee 
9, Typewriters 
Long carriage i 2 
Standard | 13 
Portable | 4 
10, Audograph machines fea 
Gray ! 
11, Fluid process duplicator | 1 
12, Electric mimeograph | 
machine = A.B, Dick | 1 
Water cooler, electric, | 
5 gallon ae | 
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Inventory of U,S.-owned Non-Expendables ~ Office Furniture and Equipment 








: List_A List _B 
Worth Shipping } Not Worth Shi 
Need {' Salable | (of cost 
Item Good Pair’ Some 508 135% 20% 





‘Repair 





13. Desks 


\ 
Standard metal "2 | | 
Executive mahogany dy 
Typists, wood ne | 
Standard, wood sm 
Minature desks | 2 
ly. Metal tables (2 | 
15. Executive table 12 | ! | 
16, Coffee table ic a 
| ! \ 
‘ 1 ' 
17, Rug - 895" x 54" tape | | ' ' 
' :! \ 
18, Costuners | 20 | i | 
i 
19. Leather divan as " 
' {| 
20. Chairs: | | i 
Executive, wood | 1 } I 
mahogany, rotary, | 
leather upholstered | | 
i ty | 
Club, wood, leather | 2 | i 
overstuffed ' 
Executive, wood 12 | | | 
mahogany, side leg } \ 
with arms, leather | ' 
upliolstered | | 
! | 
Standard, metal, rotary; 8 | | } 
with arns, plastic aad i) | 
and back | 
| 
Standard, metal, side | 16 | ! 
leg with arms, plastic | | 
seat and back | {| | 
Typist | 20 
I | | 
eid | 
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/ Inventory of U.S.-omed Non-Expendables - Office Furniture and Equipment 


/ List A List B 
0 pping Ob Wo: 
Need Salable (of cost) 
Item Good Fair Some | 506 35% = 20 
ee ee ee ae 
91. Desk fans Bi | 
1 ' 
i | | 
22, Upright floor fan i ft | | 
23. Low circular floor fan | 1 | | | | 
' i | 
2h. Window fan } a4 | | | 
25, Small fan a | 1 
| 
26. Ceiling fans 7 | 
j | | j 
27. ‘Intercom system Pe a 1 ' 
(10 stations) new | | | 
| | 
28, Telephone switchboard , 1 | | | 
and 20 instruments | } | | 
(CEC) new aa 
i. Ceery 
: ad : 
| ! 


Inventory of U.S.-owned Non-Expendables - Educational Supplies 
and Equipment 
USOM/Saudi Arabia 


List A _.. List B 

joe Wocth Shipping 

Need Some} j Salacle 
ir 














1. Movie camera, 16 MM Bell | 1 
& Howell - 70 DL-1"- 

F19 lens, with case 

2. Camera, Kodak Signet 1 
1351, with light meter 

3. Argus C-3 camera, includ-} 1 
ing flash attachment & 
carrying case, also 
tripod - Quick Set Jr, 

4. Projector - No. 300 WW, | 
Motor fan cooled - 5" | = | 
lens, Model V-220L with | 
carrying case No, 234 - | 
battery connection cabl | 
3' long-extension cord | 
20' long - 5 lamps - | 
6V-50-set aperture 
plates, battery strap | 
carrier - 1 battery | 
(Exide - broken), 6V- 

100 plastic case PLX- 

13-1 battery hot shot { 
6V-2 lamps ~ 300 W, | 
110 V - 1 transformer, 
stopdown, 220 V to 110V | 

+ Daylight screen - 52"x | 1 

70" - with tripod and | 
case 

. Filmosound projector, 16 | 1 

MM magnetic type, 12" 
speaker, model 202B1 - 
Bell & Howell | 

. Phonograph, portable, 1 | 


ww 


fon 


~ 


model S-61 with 24 Eng.) 
Arabic records 

» Opaque projector and i 
lantern slide - model | 
LRM = Bausch-Loeb, Ser, 
No, Ke5019. 

+ Public address system 1 
with parts 


a 
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Inventory of U.S,-owned Non-Expendables - Educational Supplies & Equipment 





List_A List B 
Worth Shipping | Not Worth Shinp 
Need Some |}  Salable (o" 5 nn 







Good Fair Repair 








10. Soundscriber machine, 
model 5-RH with i j 
attachments, Serial i 
No, 51932 | 

(2, Soundscriber trans- 1 | 
cribing machine, | 
model 5=TF. Serial | 
No. 62387 | 

12, Wilcov-Gay tape disc 1 | 
recorder - model 3010 
with two reels for 
tape. 4 rolls tape & 

4 pkgs. recording disc 

13. Mimeograph machine, 1 
electric, model 435- 
AC-110V-ineluding 
mimeoscope model h- 

8 penstylographs - 6 
lettering guides - 2 
screen plates (A.B. 
Dick). 

U4. Battery adaptor - 6V 1 
Carter converter 

15. Soundseriber recordings 75 


7 


16. Architect's scale 2 
17. 16MM film, TB in Iran 1 
(FOA/W) 


i 
| 
| 
| 
18, 16MM film, Dysentary 1 | 
(Persian) (FOA/W) 
19, 16MM film, water spread- 2 
ing (FOA/W) 
20. Viewlax No,22=2340h-X 1 
with accessories 
Hot shot battery 1 
Transformer-step down 1 
300 W lamps 2 
6 v 50 W lamps 5 
20' extension cord 1 
6v auto battery 1 
21, Splicers 2 
6 v auto battery 2 | 
Reels and cans 400 ft. 10 | 
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Pi 
Inventory of U.S,-owned Non-Expendables - Educational Supplies & Equipment 


List A List B 
| Worth Shipping |, Not Worth Shipping 
Need Some |! Salable (of cost) 
Good Fair Repair 


Reels and cang 1600 
ft. 

Reels and cans 1200 
ft. 


Reels and cans g00 f: 

Reels of magnetic 
tape 

Battery charger 

22. Variable transformer 
S.No. IR 25524 i 
No, 1 Rxl 

Power speaker 25 w 
part No. 23615 

23. Motion picture 202C, 
No. A74401 with 
accessories 

24. Screen, projection, 
70" x 70" 

25. Generator, 1250 w, 
Engine No, 112692, 
Generator No, 
145101 
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Inventory of U.S.-owned Non-Expendables - Miscellaneous Supplies 
and Equipment 
USOM/Saudi Arabia 


List A List B 
Worth Shipping 4 2 Worth Shippin, 
Need some '!Salable (of ry 


Item 2 











D-7 Tractor, caterpillar | | 
with bulldozer, cable 
control, etc. } 

D-12 Graders, motor, cater- | 2 : 
pillar with scraper 
(items exportable only | 

with concurrence SAG) 


Clock, wall, Seth-Thomas 1 
Dictionary and stand 4 
Sprayers, hand, Hudson 50 


compression type- 3 gal. 
Sprayer, duster. 50 gallon | 1 
tank, Wisconsin VP-4 
30 HP air-cooled engine 
900 x 13 sand 6-ply tires-new 40 
900 x 13 translube tires " | 40 
150-insert 
Flaps for 900 x 13 " 150 
6-ply ANS Sand 
900 x 16 Power wagon tires " 
900 x 16 Power wagon tubes " 
Power wagon spare parts - 
cases 
Assorted spare parts Jeep 


2 
2 
hk 
l 
station wagon - value 
| 





approx. 700.00 
Complete Diesel three phage 

generator 115 KVA Cable | 

92 KW, 1200 RPM including 

wall switchboard, make 

Deutz (German) 


Trailers, jeep 4 


ee 


Inventory of U.S,-owned Non-lixpendables - Agricultural Equipment 
and Supplies (boxed and on dock) 
USOM/Saudi Arabia 


Item 





Portable light plant, 
Fairbanks-Morse, 
1250 W, AC; 60 cycle, 
115 V, with spare | 
ignition. (new) 


Garden tractor, David 
Bradley, 2; HP, | 
rubber tires, with 
full set farm imple- 
ments. (new) (details | 
available) 


Gasoline-driven concrete, 
mixer, Sears Roebuck, | 
"tea-cup" model (new) 





Basic implements and 
supplies for Live~ | 
stock Specialist 
(new) (details | 
available), i 

| 


Basic implements and 
supplies for Soils 
Specialist (new) 
(details available) 


List_A 


Worth Shipping 





Need 


in] 
+ 





_ List B 


Not Worth Shippin 
i! Salable (of aay 
508 35% = 0h 


Inventory of U.S,-owned Non-Expendables - Engineering Equipment 
USOM/Saudi Arabia 


List A List B 
Worth Shipping || Not Worth Shippin, 
Need |! Salable (of rere 
Item Good Fair Some || 50% 35% 206 
Repair ; 





1, Transit 
2. Level 
3. Tripod 
4. Level Rod 
5, Micrometer Target 
6. Plumbobs 
7, Stadia Rod 
8, Band chains 
9. Champion Reels 
10. Hand level 
11, Set of drawing 
instruments 
12. Steel Arrows (boxes) 
13. Mending tool - set 
14. Altimeter - 10 ft. 
scale 
15, Altimeter - 1 ft. 2 
scale 
16, Altimeter - 1 ft. 
scale 
17. Protractor 
18. Slide rule 
19, Engineer's scale 
20. Metric scale 
21, Triangles 
22. Tape - 50 ft. 
23. Drafting board 
2k" x 36" 
24. Drafting instruments 1 
Casiero 
25. Drafting instruments fi 
K and E 
12V Guide tail light 1 
with cord 
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Inventory of U.S.-owned Non-Expendables - Motor Vehicles 
USOM/Saudi Arabia 





List A List B 
Worth Shipping jj Not Worth Shippin 
Need : Salable (of ry 
Item Good Fair Some |! 506 35% 20% 
ae Repair 

1, Chevrolet sedans UZ 
| 

2, Willys jeeps ' 6 

3, Chevrolet carryalls 4 1 

4. deep station wagons 6 Z 3 

5, Dodge power wagons 4 6 2 


6, Chevrolet water trucks 2 1 





Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
July 29, 1954 
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Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 


Near Bast, South Asia and Africa Operations 


Mr. Paul ¥. Taggart 
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American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


July 21, 1954 

PERSONAL 
Mr. Patl F, Taggart 

, fr Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D. C. 
Dear Paul: 


By the last pouch which left here July 18 I sent you a copy of a 
memorandum covering a conversation I had with Sadek Husseini regarding 
the situation of USAOM/SA. 


I have discussed this memorandum with Ambassador Wadsworth and an 
convinced that the gist of it represents wishful thinking on the part 
of Sadek and/or the Ministers whom he contacted. Consequently, it is 
apparent that no credence should be given to the contents of that memo- 
randum, 


Sincerely yours, 


Wi. J. Corson 
Director 


USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 


HJCorson;0 
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FOREIG. OPERATIONS ADMINISTRA ON 


Washington 25, D.C. 
‘STATES OF AmumCA 
HY July 21, 1954 
Mr, Herland J, Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Seudi Arebia g 4 
c/o American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arable 
Dear Herland: 


This is in reply to your letter of July 8, It may also include 
information which has been requested by you in other communications, 


| + I can reedily understand the disappointment to the personnel of 

| the Mission due to the existing uncertainties, You may rest assured, 

| however, that everyone here is cognizant of the personel problem faced 

| by each member of the Mission, end thet steps are being taken to alleviate 

| each problem, It was certainly gratifying to receive the cable from 

| the Mission that, with the exception of the USGS personnel, al] wish to 
be transferred elsewhere and contime their service in POA, 


There is enclosed a copy of a Memorandum of Conversation dated 
| July 16, 1954, which will give you some idea of the interest taken in the 
Saudi situation, not only in reference to the individuel problems, but all 
phases of the liquidation process, ‘Some of the detailed instructions have 
| already been forwarded and others are being prepared as rapidly as the 
| staff has time to do so, 


With reference to personnel as such, we here in the Areb States 
Division reviewed each and every position against openings in Iraq and 
Lebanon, USFOTO Circular X-31 dated July 19 is the result of this review, 
At the seme time, I discussed with Joe Hughes and Ted Forbes not only 
the various individuals, but the desirsbility of reviewing aJ1 Mission 
staffs with the idea of getting out offers to the individual Mission 
members at the earliest possible moment, I was extremely sorry to see 
USFOTO 12 go out with respect to Sinclair and Farrell but, because of their 
specialties and the limited requests for such specialties in the field, 
this was ebout the only thing that could be done in these two cases, 


From the instructions going out to the field, it appears there 

will be considerable work involved in liquidation, It would also appear . 
that because of the amount of work, a considerable amount of time will be 
involved in order to get the job down to the size where it can be turned 
over to the Embassy, Since the liquidation will deal primarily with property 
and fiscal matters, we have recommended that Taylor and Bode would have 

the skills most useful in the liquidation operation, There also appears 

to be a considereble amount of typing and stenographic work involved and 

we have recommended that, because of Blanche Oakes! familiarity with the 


y 
-2= 
files, operations, etc,, she be retained until some future date, We have 
also recommended that Mrs. Moser, since she is a resident of the area, be 
kept on as long as necessary, 
q With reference to Miss Oakes, I might edd that the above recommenda- 


yr tion wes made primarily from the point of view of the most orderly processing 
oN of the liquidation operation, It is by no means binding and, because of 

*, a her seniority in the Mission, I should like to have you discuss the matter 
Ap f quite freely with her and apprize me of her desires in order that I can 
W9 th pass them on to the Personnel Division, I understand Miss Oakes is eligible 

for home leave. This could mean that she could take it immediately or 

1? > could contimie on for such period of time as would be helpful to the Mission, 
if that is her desire, There is a position in Ethiopia which has been held 
for some little time by the Personnel Office pending the outcome of the 
Saudi situation, It is my understanding, in telking with the Personnel 
Office, that this position is with the Country Director and would carry 
the same salary and grade as Miss Oskes presently has, There is also a 
similar position with the Country Director in Pekistan, which I understand, 
if Miss Oakes expressed an interest, she would also receive consideration, 
With reference to Pakistan, there is in addition to the ebove a special 
team going out for a period of 4 or 5 weeks, which would require a secretary, 
If Miss Oakes were interested, she could probably be assigned to this 
team and thus have an opportunity to look over the Pakistan situation 
on the ground to ascertain whether she would prefer a permanent assignment 
there. I was also informed by Personnel that jobs with Mission Directors 
were coming up from time to time and thet if she wishes to stay in Jidde 
during the Liquidation period (it would probably be at least until the 
latter pert of 1954 or perhaps the early part of 1955) and then take her 
home leave, after that time if she is looking for a new assignment 
Personnel would try to arrange for such an assignment, My ow personal 
opinion with reference to this is that the span of time is rather limited - 
in which to have an opening actually occur, I mean by that that Miss 
Oakes would be home for a matter of 2 months, at the outside 3 if she 
uses leave in addition to home leave, and such an opening would have to 
ocour during that period, 


Because of Miss Oekes' senievity, she should perhaps heve the 
opportunity of making up her mind on the above possibilities, and if she 
decides she wishes to leave would you please let us know and recomend 
to us immediately whether Miss Parrish or Miss Confers should be retained 
with the liquidation group, I was further told by the Personnel Officer 
handling the secretarial staff that, knowing the situation in Jidda was 
on shaky ground, she had been for some time sort of holding 3 jobs in 
India in case the girls in Jidda wanted to transfer to some Mission as 
a group. I think it might be well to pass this information on to the 
girls in order that they may understand thet Washington really does have 
their interests at heart. In discussing the matter with the Personnel 
Officer, she further indicated that there just wasn't any possibility 
of any openings occurring in Europe, but she urged that the girls indicate 
their first, second and third choices (other than Europe), and she would 
do everything possible to meet their desires, So, would you therefore 


+ 


talk over the appropriate parts of the above inform:tion with each of the 
3 girls and let me know what Miss Oskes desires might be, including 

any timing that might be involved, whom you recommend to remain if Miss 
Oekes leaves shortly, and the desires of the girls as to where they would 
like to be placed, 


With reference to Syria, there has been constant contact since the 
beginning of the Technical Assistance program. Each year there have been 

illustrative programs pleced in the budget, Once or twice there has been 

evidence of interest but at no time have we ever been close to entering 

into a general agreement with Syria, It is realized they are having an 

election shortly, Whether the newly elected government will have sufficient 

pro-Western leanings to change the former attitude is st111 an unknown 

quentity, Even if they did have, I suspicion it would be a considersble 

period of time before anything definite could occur in relation to Foreign 

‘ Operations activities, 


With reference to Guatemala, there has been some Point 4 work 
| in the country for a good many years. I have no idea of the size of the 
| Mission or whet the status of the work might be. Neither do I know 
if the recent change in government will have any bearing on increasing 
| FOA activities there, I understand that someone from the Latin America 
office may go to Guatemala shortly. If so, perhaps more informetion will 
/ be available upon his return, 


We agree with you and the Ambassador that the Mission should be 
liquidated rather than permitted to "wither on the vine", It is too 
bad that FOA was not judged on its merit rather than being used as a political 
football. I, too, am unable to understand why the Saudi Arabian Government 
was so short-sighted in this matter. If there is any country in the world 
needing technical assistance, it would seem to me it would be Saudi Arabia, 
T am extremely sorry they have taken the step they have, There seems to 
be, however, not much we can do to change the situation, You and your 
staff may rest assured we will do everything we can here to assist not 
only in the liquidation of the Mission, but the finding of suitable 
locations for the personnel to the extent this is possible, 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 


duly 16, 19% 
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forwarded to the USOM/SA and the various regional project officers. 
Taggart will assume responsibility for this. 


h. The question of discontimence of FOA commnications end 
reliance on State will be handled by Schindell, 


i, The question was raised as to what, if any, notification 
would be given UNTAB, Mr. Taggart indicated he would explore 
this with Mr. Clifford. 





I jotted dom the pointe mentioned by Sadek amd he agreed upon 
the texts. I then prepared the attached memorandun to Ambassador 
Wadsworth and took it to hin last night. As he was not at home, I 
left it with the Second Secretary of the Mabassy with a request that 
he deliver it to the Ambassador the first thing this morning, At this 
writing (9:10 an) I have heard nothing from the Ambassador in this 
Connection, so will farward a copy of the memorandua on to you without 
being able to give you the Ambassador's reaction, ‘the pouch closes at 
10 am this morning, 


Sincerely, 
Harland J, Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Migsion 
to Saudi Arabia 
Enclosure - 
As above 





5 UNITED STATES OF AMURICA 
P OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 
1 Point 4 

Hada, July 17, 1954 


Memorandum to Ambassador \adeworth 


ee te Director of Liaison between this Mission and SAQ just 
informed ne ef the follovingt 


As he did not zeae) Se hatte, Of Se eite We Se Dee 

Office sent to you dated July 11, 1954, since the provisions of the 
Technical Assistance Agreement of Janvary 17, 1951 do not provide or 
re Se cere nae cues ine nate Ee state SAG's intention 
to terminate the agreement, he spent most of today contacting sone 

of the Ministers to ascertain their interpretation of the note, 
lis f. 


findings, in brief, were as follows: 


1, SAG did not intend that its note be considered as "terminat. 
ing the agreement," 


2. It was worded as it was to convey to the UG that there are 
differences which should be clarified or settled before 
making effective the projected development prograns, 

3, SAG has been expecting the US Ambassador to ask for « clar~ 
ification of its note, at which time such differences can 
be discussed, 


4, These differences pertain to both Point Your and politiéal 


5, The Point Four iesue pertains to "extent of economic aid," 
ab Apemag Adem Porgy fe Benny ve $y 
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Mr, Paul F. Taggart 


Chief, Lraq-Saudi 
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Hata, July 17, 1954 


Venorantum to Ambassador Wadsvorth 


Sadek Husesini, Director of Liaison between this Mission and SAC just 
informed mo of the following: 


Office sent to you dated July 11, 1954, since the ons of the 
Technical Assistance Agreement Se 1951 do not provide or 
call for renewals nor doos the note in state SAG's intention 


2. It was worded as it was to convey to the U0 that there are 
differences which should be clarified or settled before 
waking effective the projected development programs, 


3, SAG bas been expecting tho US Ambassador to ask for a clar~ 
ification of its note, at vhich time such differences can 
be discussed, 


Ay These differences pertain to both Point Your and politiéal 


5, The Point Four issue pertains to “extent of econcmic aid,” 


6, SAG feels that a lack of desire for clarification of its 
note can be Ee Soe ae 





ii, J, Corson 
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American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
OFFICIAL USB Owl duly 17, 1954 
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Mr. PT s 

abia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Gast, South Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration i 
Washington 25, D. C, 


low capacity of the Jidda Power Plants i.e., only | 
the King requires for both of his Palaces while he ’ 


own employees. At the present time orders are to the effect that we can Fe 
not have air conditioning in our offices, Also, no air conditioning will of 

to 10:00 PM. ‘This situation reportedly will get 
worse before it gets better. Daily temperatures are well over 100°, with 


In view of these conditions, I feel that FOA/W Personnel Division 
should lose no time in getting personnel of this Mission transferred to 
other posts. 


Another important factor justifying such feelings is the fact that et 
soon as the Hadj is over, August 13, it will be impossible to move any a 
personnel out of Jidda by any comercial airline for at least a month 





Anything you can do to press for early reassignnents will be appre- “| 
ciated very mch by the members of this Mission, 





American imbassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
July 17, 195) 


PERSONAL 


Mr, Paul’, Taggart 
Chief, S Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Bast, South Asia and Africa Operations 


Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D.C, 


Dear Paul; 


You have probably been wondering why FOA/W has received so few 
cables from me during the past few weeks, I have prepared a number of 
them to send but Ambassador Wadsworth preferred to incorporate them in 
his messages to State or in joint messages to 0A-State, The Ambassador 
has been most interested and cooperative in matters pertaining to the 
liquidation of this Mission, 


In his Embtel 22 of July 12, the Ambassador asked for instructions 
for liquidating this Mission, I would have preferred to have FOA/W give 
me instructions, particularly covering the six items mentioned in TOUSFO 
516. I hope that when the Ambassador receives instructions from State, 
they will cover the remaining five items mentioned in that cable. Ine 
structions have been received already from FBO regarding the manner of 
handling leases on living quarters, The two points on which I am most 
interested in having your instructions are reassignnent of personnel and 
disposition of equipment, furniture and supplies. 


I an attaching copies of replies received to date from my cable of 
July 6 to NEA Missions regarding detail assignments of our technicians, 
These replies may be of some assistance to FOA/W Personnel Division in 
the reassignment of such technicians, 

With kind personal regards to you. 


Sincerely, 


mat Corson 
Director 


USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 





Chief, IraqeSeudi-Ardbia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, SowtlrAsia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

Washington 25, D, C. 


Dear Paul; 


Well, here we are - just awaiting clarification as to our situation 
in Saudi Arabia, You can readily imagine the disappointment and dis- 
heartenment that prevails amongst the staff of the Mission due to exist- 
ing uncertainties affecting the Mission, Through relatively frequent 
staff meetings I have tried to keep up the morale of the organization by 
keeping them informed as best I could regarding the situation, ‘heir 

has been admirable, ‘This, however, has been more difficult since 
FY-5l; ended with no agreements signed and no program money available. In 
order to alleviate this situation and yet at the samo time try to hold the 
organisation "on tap", I sent you TOUSFO 9 recommending that USGS personnel 
return to the States where they can complete the reports, etc, they are 
now working on here, I also cabled the MEA Missions several days ago, as 
per copy attached, in an effort » on a reimbursable detail 


s 
§ 
s 
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Since our program activities are practically nil, and since we do not 
have any idea as to when the situation of this 
I cabled you today asking for instruc 


b 
| 


I understand that the Republic of Syria will elect its Parliament 
the 2d of August and shortly thereafter the newly elected Parlian@t will 
elect the new President, I am wondering if there wuld be any prospects 
of a Point IV Agreement being executed soon after the new regime assumes 


part of your Division in FOA/W. It would be quite an opportunity for the 
personnel of this Mission to show to you and to FOA/W what it can accom 
plish if given a chance, If desired, I will gladly tiate, together 
with the U.S, Ambassador to Syria, an overeall TA and/or SEA t 

with the newly elected Government provided, of course, TA and/or SBA 8 
requested by it, 


I also note from the newspapers that the situation in Guatemala has 
changed from Commnist to antieCommnist, this might be an opportune 
time for Point IV to enter into an agreement with that country and de- 
velop with it a rather extensive progran to show the people of Guatemala, 
as well as the other Latin countries, what they cam gain by "playing ball" 
with the free world, represented in this case by the United States through 
POA. Here again, this Mission in its entirety could be transferred to 
Guatemala and be in operation in the different fields of activity without 
much delay, We have a very good group here, one capable of doing justice 
to the objectives of Point IV, 


I was recently informed that Governor Stagsen was in Cairo on June 29- 
RO, wt unfortunately I did not have an opportunity to discuss with him 
our situation here, as I certainly wuld like to have had, 


We have had quite a bit of very hot, humid weather lately and as a 


dysentary and fever, Fortunately, most 
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I hope I will hear from you soon, 


Kindest personal regards, 
Sincerely, 
Kee Je Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 
Enclosure « 
Gy. of cable to 
MEA Missions 


HJCorson:0 


UNCLASSIFIED 
UsOH 1 


10: AmMmbassy, Bedrut Hay 6, 9% 


Sent Beirut USO 1 rptd info Cairo YSUK2, ‘Trtpols USK 2, 
Auman YSUH 2, Baghdad YOM, Keracht USOM1, Tehran USOM 1, 
Adds Ababa USK 1, from Jidda, 


Pending clabification VSAOM/SA situation, cen make available on 
reimbursable detail basis, maximm ninety days, following technicians: 
Parker + Anima] Husbandryman 
Barham ani Rountree - ixtension Specielists 
Butler - Parasitologist 
Anderson ~ Vocational Education Specialist 
Schwan = Desert lange Conservationist 
Gibbs = Soils Specialist 
Advise whether any above technicians needed now assist your prograns, 


CORSON 


HJCorsonto 


ate FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRA}. JN 
fn Washington 25, D.C. 


l | J July 6, 1954 


Mr, Herland J « Corson 
Director 
U.S.A. Operations Mission to Saudi Arebie Pa 
c/o American Embassy any *\ 4 
Jidda, Saudi Arebie NN 


Deer Harland: 


This is to acknowledge your "Eyes Only" letter of June 17, in 
which you enclose a copy of your letter of June 16 to His Excellency, 
the Minister of Finance, 


We here are certainly concerned about the situation in Saudi Arabia 
and hope that something will be worked out in connection therewith, 
However, the tenor of the official communications is not of such a 
nature as to be in any way assuring, Occasionally during the past 
several months some of your letters, including the one written June 17, 
would indicate there might be some hope for coming out of the present 
dilemma, It is extremely hard for us at this distance to visuslize 
just what is going on in Saudi Arabia, Certainly we do not wish to 
"second guess" either you, the Ambassador, or the Saudis, We have tried 
to give you the maximum amount of leeway in negotiations in the develop~ 
ment of progrems and projects, You may rest assured that we are watching 

every mail to see if any new light is thrown on the situation, 


Various segments of FOA and the State Department are working on 
liquidation procedures, if such are required, We have tried to convey 
to the Mission staff that we are going to stand by as long as there is 
hope, and that if USOM/SA is terminated we will try to place all those 
who wish reassignments elsewhere in similar work where there are vacancies, 
For the most part, they should therefore not become alarmed, In case 
liquidation becomes a necessity, it is presumed that everybody should be 
transferred as early as possible, It is obvious that some will be placed 
more quickly and readily than others, Our cable (USFOTO 416) requested 
information as to who wished to be transferred and who wished to terminate. 
As soon as this information is available, qualifications will be compared 
against available positions in other missions, Everyone will not move 
| the same day, I would urge you to caution the staff not to become panicky 
| over this and to assure them Washington is moving forward on placement 
‘elsewhere as expeditiously as various developments can be worked out, 
| There will, of course, have to be someone left to dispose of the property, 
| Clean up the accounts and verious chores which will arise as the result 
ef closing out the mission, Our thinking here has been to the effect 
that perhaps this might be done with 2 or 3 people, and since most of the 
liquidation will deel with property and accountgthat Thel Teylor, Bode 
and a secretary would be the logical contingent to do this. Do give us 
your notions on this and your best estimate as to the amount of time that 


CONFIDENTIAL 


| Ane CONFIDENTAL 


Po 
would be required to bring the liquidation down to the degree where it 
could be handled by the Embassy without being an undue burden. 
Sincerely, 


oud 


Peul F, Teggert 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Neer East, South Asie and Africa Operations 
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July 6, 1954 


Mr, Herland J, Corson 
Director 


U.S.A. Operations Mission to Saudi Arebis 
c/o American Bnbessy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Deer Harland: 


This is to acknowledge your "yes Only" letter of June 17, in 
which you enclose a copy of your letter of June 16 to His Excellency, 
the Minister of Finance, 


We here are certainly concerned about the situation in Saudi Arabia 
and hope that something will be worked out in connection therewith, 
However, the tenor of the officiel commnications is not of such a 
nature as to be in any way assuring, Occasionally during the past 
several months some of your letters, including the one written June 17, 
would indicate there might be some hope for coming out of the present 
dilemma, It is extremely hard for us et this distance to visualize 
just vhat is going on in Seudi Arabia, Certainly we do not wish to 
"second guess" el’ you, the Ambassador, or the Saudis, We have tried 
to give you the mexinum amount of leeway in negotiations in the develop- 
ment of programs and projects, You may rest assured that we are watching 
every mail to see if any new light is thrown on the situation, 


Verious segnents of FOA and the State Department are wrking on 
liquidation procedures, if such are required, We have tried to convey 
to the Mission staff thet we are going to stand by as long as there is 
hope, and that if USOM/SA is terminated we will try to place all those 
who wish reassignments elsewhere in similar work where there are vacancies, 
For the most part, they should therefore not become alermed, In case 
liquidation becomes a necessity, it is presumed thet everybody should be 
transferred as oarly as possible, It 18 obvious that some will be placed 
more quickly and readily than others, Our cable (USFOTO 416) requested 
information as to who wished to be transferred and who wished to terminate, 
As goon as this information is availeble, qualifications will 
against availeble positions in other missions, Everyone will 
the same day, I would urge you to caution the staff not to become panicky 


CONFIDENTIA! 


/ © pours 


Poul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabla-Lebanon-Syrie Division 
Near Eest, South Asia and Africa Operations 
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For*ign Service of the 


United States of America 
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OUTGOING 
CHARGE: eran Control: 105) 99 
1 ma/e DATE: guly 5, 195h 


Yor Taggart from Brow amd Cores, 


fn absence any project agreements \atural esmrves; in view 

fepessibility aay field work sext three nua; in vieyaryengy yoologio 
napeiag, Compilation water and <inwral date and geographic nap series, 
all af wich can vest be dove in Washington, | stranghy recommend you 
contact Johnstons! regarding return of Jatkson ad srow wth feuilics 
and effects. Ambeasadar concurs. [f Pu/lG0 in accord, arrange (5 
Gable soonest travel orders aloo instroctions regarding disposition sic 
equipment. anew suggeste transfer to USA 2/54 power wagons, jeep, 
Dougherty station wagon am! to som otter field party in Middle ‘ast 
remaining station wagone and other equipment, Fors 90%) oan be submitted 
following your reply, irow and Jeckson should cmiimue work here for 
about four weeks, Srowm recommends Goudarel ai! logue, with concurrence 
(C5, be detailed other # countries uitil end tour duty. Geudarsl oust 
travel with family so detail ghouls ve onroute a \/ha, 
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American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi ATabla 
July 3, 1954 


Chief, . Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Pear Fast, Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

Washington 25, D, C. 


Dear Pauls: 


For the information of FOA/W I am attaching hereto a translation 
of an excerpt which appeared in a local newspaper here on June 30, 
last, giving Prince Faisal's reply to a question asked him by the Iditor 
of the newspaper regarding Point IV in Saudi Arabia, 


It is quite true that the people of Saudi Arabia have not seen 
tangible results of the activities of Point IV in this country since 
the projects which have béen requested covered activities which would 
not produce results which the people of Saudi Arabia could see - such 


for 

has been done by the Saudi Covernment through its own contractors and 
consequently the people receiving benefits from such supplies no doubt 
feel that the Government and not Point IV made such supplies possible 


you attachment, did state 
the Point IV Mission depend on the program 
coun 


Point IV has not produced more than it has in tangible results, it 4s 
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here, These facts have been pointed out to the Saudi officials, 
the last time being my letter of June 16 to HeF., the Minister of 
Finance, a copy of which I sent you, 


You will note that Prince Faisal states that unless assistance 
given by the U,5, Covernment to “eudi Arabia is not sufficiently 
substantial, lis Majesty's government would prefer to cet along with- 
out it, You will recall that at the meetings I attended in Riyadh 
of the Finance Committee of the Council of Ministers, I was asked, 
pointedly, vhat financial assistance could be expected during the 
coming year from tha U,°, Government, Obviously, I replied that I 
could not give them such information as it was not aveilable due 
te the fact that our Congress had not even passed the FY55 Foreign 
Aid Bil], I, further, informed that Committee that the best way 
to obtain more funds for economic development is to show that such 
funds as have been allotted for such work have been use? wisely and 
that positive results have been obtained, I, further, stated that 
I did not consider it appropriate to request more funds for Saudi 
Arablan development when funds already eranted had not beon used 
at a]] and we were practically at the close of our fiscal year, 
Therefore, it is quite apparent that what constitutes a "substantial 
amount" 1s a debatable question, especially if such amount, be it 
as it may, is to be used within the objectives of Point IV, Obviously, 
substantial amounts could be spent outside of such objectives, such 
as the building of roads, railroads, cement factorios, fertilisire 
plants, etc., for the Saudi Covernment, Such activities I do not 
recommend for “audi Arabia but do feel that technical assistance 
to the extent of around five million dollars could well be given, 
provided we could get full cooperation from the respective Saudi 
Ministries, and the people of this country vould rocefve to a very 
largo extent the benefits from such technica? assistance projects 
fp be developed mutually between this Mission and the Saudi 

8 O56 


We are still awaiting decisions to be made by the Saudi 
Government to the continuance of this Mission here, In 
the meantime ve are doing all we can in case wo are sacked to close 
the Mission, also in case it is decided that we should continue our 
activities here, 
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TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION Jidda, Sawii Arabia 


Mield expenditures paid by Washington during July, 1953 
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American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
June 30, 1954 


Chief, TraqeSaudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreien Operations Administration 

Washington 25, D, ¢. 


Dear Paul: 


The Quarantine Station Agreement executed by SAG and 
USAOM expired June 29, 1954, Obviously, such agreement 
cannot be extended under prevailing circumstances, How- 
ever, wo have not completed our part of the implementation 
of that project since all the equipment which we were to 
furnish for it has not arrived here. Furthermore, we have 
not furnished the agreed upon engineering service covering 
the installation of such equipment. 


In order that we may fulfill our obligations under 
that agreement, we handed yesterday a letter to Dr, Rashad 
Faroun, recently appointed Minister of Health, in this 
connection, copies of which we attach hereto for your files, 
The contents of said letter are self-explanatory, 


Sincerely, 


Ms, » Corson 
Director 


USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 


Enclosures = 2 
as above stated 
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American Enbassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 

June 29, 195 
PERSONAL - CONFIDENTIAL 


Mr. Paul #, Taggart 

Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Eas Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

Washington 25, D.C, 


Dear Paul: 


I have just received your letter dated June 17 and am glad to note that 
you concur in the policy which I have been following; that is, "business as 
usual" with respect to the carrying out of the Health project agreements 
which have been executed, I shall continue to follow such policy until such 
time as we are informed by the Embassy here that we are to close the Mission, 
We are foliowing the same policy with respect to the activities of our Public 
Administration Division, which is receiving full cooperation from the Ministry 
of Finance where they are working. Larry Smith informed me yesterday that he 
has received three requests for assistance from other agencies, which clearly 
indicates the effectiveness of the work his Division is doing. 


This is the day before the close of our fiscal year, and we svill have 
no agreements signed corresponding w the FY-5l period (except the Health 
projects referred to above) and I have been informed this morning that the 
Council of Ministers will not reconvene until July 10. With no agreements 
signed except the Health agreements, and as these can be completed wi thin 
probably a month to six weeks, I am sure J will receive instructions from 
FOA/W as to what I should do in view of these circumstances. I can see no 
purpose of holding here the staff we now have, with no projects and no pro- 
gram money. 


I am sure that FOAWW is being informed currently of cables sent to State 
by Ambassador Wadsworth on developments here and consequently there is no 
purpose of my duplicating such information, 


It may be possible that SAG will approve work plans which we presented 
to them some fowr months ago under the Community Development Agreement, To 
date, because of certain political issues, we have made little or no progress 
in that direction, If such work plans are approved by SAG, we can use some 
of our technicians, ‘this, of course, is based on not being asked to withdraw 
the Mission. Wo effort will be made to coax SAG into signing such work plans, 
Te an 6 Ce Se OS Ce ye ey 
for SAG to ee 


Sincerely yours, 


+ Corson, Director 
iidielinis USA Operations Mission to Saudi arable 
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FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTR« . (ON 
Washington 25, D.C. 





June 17, 1954 


Mr. Harland J. Corson | uA 
4) 


Director (i y 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 

c/o American Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia We 


Dear Harland: 


Reference is made to your letter of June 7th, which enclosed 
the memorandum prepared by Glen Brown regarding the discussions with 
the Finance Committee of the Council of Ministers at Riyadh. We appreciate 
the detailed information contained in this memorandum and your letters 
and share fully in your concern over the pattern of developments, As 
matters now stand, there appears to be little that USOM can do but await 
the turn of events with as much optimism as can be mstered under the 
circumstances, 


With regard to your question as to how to handle the problem 
of whether we should fulfill the obligations assumed under the four 
project agreements executed with the Ministry of Health (Quarantine 
Station, Maternal & Child Health Center, Immnization Program and Public 
Health Library), even though the SAG decides to cancel the overall TA 
agreement, I am at a loss to give you a definite answer at this time. 
There have been a number of precedents in this matter of withdrawal of TA 
assistance from certain countries, i.e., Burma, Guatemala, Ceylon. I 
am told that in each of these cases the policy of "business as usual" was 
followed right up to the date of decision to withdraw, Since we cannot 
foretell the outcome of the presant situation I advise you to contime to 
go ahead with assistance on these projects until a decision is reached one 
way or another on continuance of the program as a vhole, 


Tf SAG should request a discontimance of the FOA program in 
Saudi Arabia, the situation and facts will be reviewed at the time and 
appropriate steps outlined for an orderly withdrawal. 


Sincerely, 


ol 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabie-Lebanon-Syria Division’ 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 





June 17, 1954 
PERSONAL = CONFIDENTIAL 


Mr. Harland J, Corson 
Director 


USA Operations Mission to Seudi Arabia 
c/o American Embassy 


Reference is made to your letter of June 7th, which enclosed 
memorandum prepared by Glen Brown regarding the discussions with 
ttee of the Council of Ministers at Riyadh, We appreciate 
detailed information contained in this memorandum and your letters 
share your concern over the pattern of developments, As 
matters now stand, there appears to be little that USOM can do but await 





American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
June 26, 195), 


F ‘\ 
Chief, Ir ia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Bast, Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, 0. C. 


Dear Paul: 


I have just received your priority USFOTO 408 dated June 
23, 1954 relative to Dr. Harland Paul who is immediately available 
for the position of Chief of Health and Sanitation Division. 


In view of the existing uncertainties as to whether this 
Mission will continue, I sent you my cable TOUSFO 51& of today 
sugzesting that Dr. Paul be employed for Iraq but with the under- 
standing that he would be transferred to Saudi Arabia if he is 
required here after the existing situation has been clarified. 
In other words, I see no purpose in Dr. Paul joining the staff 
of this Mission at this time when we may be asked any day by SAG 
to withdraw. 


I hope you will concur with my suggestion above cited, 
Sincerely, 


Har! J. Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 
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Ethel: 


Mr. Corgon thinks this 
was sent Friday, June 25 
(PRITY). fT hove sent cys, 
to Lola to £111 4n the No, 
» and return to us, 


Blanche 
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Joint Embassy/USAOY Yessace. 


Deptel Prity 360 concur reduction SA allocation 
O73-yl-he from $1,329,000 but to only $896,000 instead 
of $852,000. Revised figure required qagpy obligations 
through FY 54. as carefully rechecked today by USAOY 


controller, 


WADSWORTH 


GWadsworth/trg 
Lix to Paul Taggart, Poa/w 6/26 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
CHARGE: Classification ~—=—s Control; 220590 #509 


DATE: Susie Zhy 19S 


Since your USTUTO 325, have received no communications fron MA/¥ 
eiving us poliey guidance, comente ar instrections regarding situation 
USAOK heres Still no decision regarding agreanaite. 


COW? IDI LAL 
~~ Classification 


BU. 6, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICK: 1068 - 220210 


American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabla 
June 26, 195), 


, a 
Chiefy Toapdecl 
Chie: Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Afriea Operations 


Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, 0, C, 


Dear Paul: 


I have just received your letter dated June 14th 
relative to secretarial assignments, 


As far as I personally am concerned, there is no mis- 
understanding regarding the assignment of secretaries recruited 
by the Personnel Division of the foreign Operations Administration, 
Washington, such assignments being the prerogative of the Country 
Director, I know the source of the erroneous information given 
to you in this connection, since two Division Chiefs expected two 
recently arrived secretaries to be assigned to them. I had to 
correct this misunderstanding by pointing out to them that until 
such time as we have sufficient secretarial help individual sec- 
retaries could not be assigned to a specific division. 


Please be assured that this question does not constitute 
any issue here as the matter has been completely clarified, 


Sincerely, 


al’ » Corson 


Director 
USA Operations Mission 
to Sgudi Arabia 


HJCorson/be 


/ FOREILwW OPERATIONS ADMINISTR. ION 
Washington 25, D.C. 
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June 14, 1954 
1 Wey 


Mr. Harland J, Corson 


Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia ald 


c/o American Enbassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


I am writing you regarding an apparent misunderstanding on the 
part of some Mission personnel with regard to secretarial assignments, 
It is my belief, based on comments from several informal sources, 
that some of the Myssion staff are under the impression that secre- 
taries are ass by Foa/W to a particular division of USOM, prior 
to their departure from Washington. 


I can assure you that in no case have we, or the Personnel 
Division of FOA, attempted to make any such assignments for secre 
taries proceeding to Jidda, In the first place, it would be a definite 
infringement on your authority as Country Director. As fer as FOA/W 
is concerned, the placement and work assignment of secretaries within 
your organization is strictly up to your judgment, based on existing 
workloads and circumstances within the Mission. 


Sincerely, 
<<, 
Paul F, Taggart 


Chief, IraqeSaudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 





American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
June 19, 195) 


Mr, Paul }', Taggart 

Chief, Traq-Saudi ArabiaeLebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

Washington 25, D. C, 


Dear Paul; 


I am attaching a copy of the draft of agreement which we presented 
to the Ministry of Defense, covering the installation of VOR equipment 
in Saudi Arabia, As you know, the execution of this agreement is still 
pending, awaiting "higher decisions" on the part of SAG. We have been 
informed, however, that that Ministry has approved this draft as pre- 
sented, 


,I have sent today a draft of agreement to General Grover covering 
the transfer to USAF-Dhahran of the $75,000 for YOR installations in 
this country in the event SAG does not sign the agreement we have pre- 
sented to the Defense Ministry. As soon as I have received General 
Grover's comments on this draft, I shall cable you the agreement we 
jointly propose for FOA/W's approval, As such agreement refers to the 
one mentioned in the first paragraph hereof, I thought I had better 
send a copy to you as soon as possible, which accomnts for it going via 


. 


Nothing new has developed since my last letter to you covering the 
conversation I had with Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman, Minister of Finance, 
the other day, I am now waiting to see what, if anything, he can do 
with his fellow countrymen in this connection, 


Kindest personal regards to you. 
Sincerely, 


wv AnehieZ 
~ = Mf vi . ow, - Director 
= USA Operations Mission 
Enclosure - tA to Saudi Arabia 
Draft agreement. 
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American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi arabia 
dune ll; 1954 
EYES ONLY 
Ces Paul FP. raggart 


Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Paul: 


You will be interested to know of the gist of a conversation which 
I had yesterday with His Excellency, the Minister of Finance, regarding 
Point IV activities in Saudi Arabia. 


You will recall in my letter of June 12 I mentioned that Ambassador 
Wadsworth had told me not to commnicate officially to SAG the fact that 
unobligated funds as of June 15th would be withdram, I did not agree 
with this, but of course followed the Ambassador's instructions. A friend 
of mine closely connected with the SAG Government and in particular with 
the Minister of Finance, recently returned from Riyadh and stopped by the 
office to inform me that he had picked up on several occasions a statement 
to the effect that "it is not like Mr. Corsm not to inform us of such 
deadline", In view of this, and in view of the fact that as of 
no decision had been made by SAG as to whether or not Point IV activities 
in this country will continue, I decided to have a talk with my good 
friend, Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman, Minister of Finance, on some other 
matter in the hope that during the conversation the continuance of Point 
IV activities in this country would be brought up by him. During a meet- 
ing which J, Jefferson Jones III, Counselor of the lmbassy, and I had 
with Shaikh Abdullah during the early part of Mey last, Shaikh Abdullah 
talked at length regarding his dairy, poul 
is planning to establish near Jidda, I then promised him the services of 
our Agriculture technicians to advise 
profusely and said that he would let me know when he could go with such 
technicians to the location of this projected farm to discuss the layout, 
etc, with them, Not having heard from him in this connection, I used this 
as a excuse to ask for an appointment to see hin . 
that I wanted to keep my promise in this matter and 
had no Agriculture project agreements signed by the 
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all probability our technicians would be 
after June 30th and consequently, if he 
services, it would be well for him to do so now, 
I had hoped, into a discussion of Point IV activities in Sadi 


Shaikh Abdullah said that U.S, technical assistance in Saudi Arabia 
was his "baby", since he had signed the original TA Agreement and felt 
a responsibility for its being successfully carried out. He asked if 
U.S, funds would be available for agreements signed between June 15 and 
June 30, I explained to him that our Washington office is now in the 
process of reallocating unobligated funds by withdrawing them from the 
countries where apparently they were not to be used and transferring 
them to countries where they can be obligated before the end of the 
current fiscal year. I also explained to him that all unobligated funds 
as of June 30th of each year reverted to the U.S, Treasury and could not 
be used subsequently, and that if this should happen to funds allotted 
for development work in Saudi Arabia during the F¥-5l period, it would 
be very hard for us to obtain funds for such work in Saudi Arabia for 
future fiscal years, Shaikh Abdullah stated that he understood this 
very well, as I had pointed this out to him during my meeting with him, 
together with Mr. Jones, last May. He stated that it was unfortunate 
that there were political issues being discussed by SAG officials higher 
than he, which was holding up the Saudi Government's decision as to 
whether or not it should continue accepting U.S, technical assistance. 


During the conversation he stated several times that Point IV had 
done very little which could be observed by the people of Saudi Arabia 
and that he felt very strongly that our activities in this country 
should comprise projects involving direct benefits to the Sadi people, 
I explained to him that practically all of the proposed project agreee 
ments now awaiting approval by the respective Ministries are ones which 
do involve the welfare of the Saudi people and that, furthermore, loca- 
tions where such projects will be carried out were especially selected 
in a near centers of population so that many people besides those 
directly benefitted by such projects would be aware of them. I also 
explained to His Excellency the lack of cooperation which we have re- 
ceived from some of the Ministries, without, of course, mentioning which 
ones. 


“AS Shaikh Abdullah is very friendly toward this Mission and as he 
realizes how badly this country needs technical assistance, he said that 
if he had something with which he could "fight" for the continuance of 
U.S, technical assistance in Saudi Arabia, he would like to do so. He 
then asked me for copies of all pending agreements and a covering letter 
explaining our situation here, I attach hereto a copy of my letter to 
him of yesterday's date, The King retumed to Riyadh today from Jordan 
and it could be that with the information he now has, he will get under 
way his "fight" for the continuance of U.S, technical assistance in this 
country. He may also continue such "fight" in the Council of Ministers, 
which is scheduled to convene in Jidda on Sunday next, 


As you know, Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman is still a powerful figure 
in the Saudi Arabian Government, is close to and respected by the 
King, and is a strong ally of Point IV. Consequently, I have hopes 
that very soon a decision will be reached as to whether Point IV 
activities will continue in Seudi Arabia, Based on this hope, I 
sent TOUSFO #505 of yesterday's date, informing POA/W that agreements 
were still pending execution, but that we expect to receive a decision 
soon, Of course, I shall keep you informed of any developments of 
interest in this connection, 


Sincerely yours, 
Ms 
and J, Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 
ery 
to H.E. Shaikh Abdullah 
Minister of Finance, dtd June 16, he 
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banoneSyria Division 


a and Africa Operations 


Foreign Operations Administration 


Washington 25, D. C. 
Dear Paul; 


Chief, 


X*73 today gave FOA/W the figures requested 
e 15, of allotted Technical 
point out that the figure 


Day before yesterday (June 10) I received secret cable USPOTO #401 


and unclassified cable USPOTO Circular X-73, No one in this organization 
informing us that the $3,350,000 Special Eoeoomic Aid Grant has been with- 


except Taylor and myself knowof the contents of the firstementioned cable 
dram but could be reinstated under justified circunstances. 


Near East, 


s his 
ati beaea 
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American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
— on a, June 10, 1954 
a v ) 
new PREP, Taggart 


Chief, Ir abia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

Washington 25, D, C. 


Dear Paul; 


As of last night there was still no news from Riyadh as to what decisions 
have been made regarding the destiny of Point IV in Saudi Arabia. Consequently 
we are all waiting to learn whether or not the hangman's noose will be put 
around ow necks, Needless to say, the staff here is very disheartened, dis- 
couraged and impatient, Yor almost a year activities have been conspicuous by 
their absence -- first, due to the delay of our own Government in approving the 
FY-5), budget and setting up the required funds for the implementation of the 
respective projects therein; then the delay on the part of SAG in preparing 
their budget and getting it cleared through the Council of Ministers, and lastly, 
political issues coming to a climax, thereby bringing about a situation which 
could result in this Mission being virtually throw out of Saudi Arabia, ‘This 
has not been a happy picture and is quite a gloomy one at the present time, It 
is most unfortunate that this Mission is placed in a position of innocent by- 
standers due to political issues which are not even remotely related to it, 


Naturally everyone has the idea that he wants to be the first to return 
to Washington in order to try to get relocated, I have tried to assure all 
that with recruitments in FOA/W so far behind, there is no doubt in my mind 
but that each one would be readily assigned to some other country. To assist 
me in efforts to keep up morale as best we can under the existig uncertainties, 
an assuring word from FOA/W would be of great assistance to ne, 


In the event that SAG does not sign befare June 30 the pending project 
agreements under TA, nor the overall Special Economic Aid Agreement, I would 
like to receive instructions from as to what I should do. As you know, 
we have four project agreemmtes signed (Quarantine Station, Vaccine Laboratory. 
Maternal & Child Health Center, and Public Health Library), involving principally 
the furnishing of supplies and equipment. In other words, after such supplies 
and equipment have been delivered under the respective project agreements, there 
would be little or no purpose for this Mission to continue in Saudi Arabia and 
consequently it might be advisable to give notice to SAG of our intentdan to 
terminate the Technical Assistance Agreement of January 17, 1951, During the 
three-month notice od we could complete our part of the executed 
and have the affairs of the Mission pretty well closed out, Of course, at the 
same time of notifying SAG of our intention to terminate the overall TA agree- 
ment, we would also notify them of our intention to terminate the respective 


2+ 





program agreements. 


I shall look forward anxiously to hearing from you in the above 
connections, 


I am wondering if anything is being done to establish Point IV 
activities in Syria where a new government recently came into power. 
It would be a happy thought if the personnel, equipment, etc, of this 
Mission could be transferred in toto to Damascus to carry out Point IV 
activities in that country, I should appreciate your letting me know 
if there are any developments being carried on along these lines. 


Sincerely, 


aN J. Corson 


Director 
USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 
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American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
June 10, 195) 
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ae 
Mr. Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Kast, South Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 2, dD, G. 


Dear Paul: 


As of last night there was still no news from Riyadh as to what decisions 
have been made regarding the destiny of Point IV in Saudi Arabia. Consequently 
we are all waiting to learn whether or not the hangman's noose will be put 
around our necks, Needless to say, the staff here is very disheartened, dis- 
couraged and impatient. For almost a year activities have been conspicuous by 
their absence «= first, due to the delay of our own Government in approving the 
FY¥-5), budget and setting up the required funds for the implementation of the 
respective projects therein; then the delay on the part of SAG in preparing 
their budget and getting it cleared through the Counc Ministers, and lastly, 
political issues coming to a climax, thereby bringing about a situation which 
could result in this Mission being virtually thrown out of Saudi Arabia, This 
has not been a happy picture and is quite a gloomy one at the present time, It 
is most unfortunate that this Mission is placed in a position of innocent by- 
standers due to political issues which are not even remotely related to it, 
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Naturally everyone has the idea that he wants to be the first to return 
to Washington in order to try to get relocated, I have tried to assure all 
that with recruitments in FOA/W so far behind, there is no doubt in my mind 
but that each one would be readily assigned to some other country, To assist 
me in efforts to keep up morale as best we can under the existing uncertainties, 
an assuring word from FOA/W would be of great assistance to me, 


In the event that SAG does not sign befare June 30 the pending project 





progran agreements, 


I shall look forward anxiously to hearing from you in the above 
connections. 


I a wondering if anything is being done to establish Point IV 
activities in Syria where a new government recently came into power, 
It would be a happy thought if the personnel, equipment, etc, of this 
Mission could be transferred in toto to Damascus to carry out Point IV 
activities in that country, I should appreciate your letting me know 
if there are any developments being carried on along these lines, 


Sincerely , 
Harland J, Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 
HJCarson:0 
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American Embassy 


ul F, Taggart 


ONLY 


Chief, Irag-Saudi ArabiaeLlebanon-Syria Division 


Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D, C. 

Dear Paul: 


Mre 


Government in approving the 


the inplementation of the 
part of SAG in preparing 
Council of Ministers, and lastly, 
bringing about a situation which 
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T shall. look forward anxiously to hearing fron you in the above 


Syria & hew goverment recently came into power, 
Ti would be a happy thought if the personnel, equipment, etc. of this 
be transferred in toto to Damascus to carry out Point IV 
activities in that country, I should te your letting me know 
if there are any developments being on along these lines, 
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June 9, 195k. 


UNCLASSTFTED 


ry, 
Mr. Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, a-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Rast, Asia and Africa Operations 


Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D, ¢, 


Dear Pay: 


At the Istaniml Conference there were considerable discussions re~ 
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American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
June b, 1954 


UICLASSTFIED 
hy 
Pa Tagg 


Mr. “ 
Sia ee neni Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 


Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D. 6. 


Dear Paul; 

Por the sake of expediency, my letter to you of June 7th 
with memorandum covering my meeting with the Finance Committee of 
the Council of Ministers at Riyadh, was sent via APO. Enclosed 
are additional copies. 


Sincerely yours, 


. 


Director 
USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 


Encls, - 2 
As above 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy = Jidda 
CLASSIFIED 
PERSONAL — June 7, 195k 
Mr. Paul F4 Taggart 
Chief, b<Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D.C. 
Dear Paul: 


It was impossible for me to attach to my letter to you of yesterday, 
covering my trip to Riyadh, the memorandum prepared by Glen Brown pertain- 
ing to the discussions which took place at one meeting with the Mnance 
Comittee of the Council of Ministers on May 2hth, I order that you may 
have it by the time you receive my letter of yesterday sent by air pouch, 
I am attaching hereto copy of such memorandum, 


In the event that the political issues being handled by the Embassy 
should not be settled to the point where SAG would be ready to sign proe 
posed TA and SEA agreements prior to the end of this month, I 
if there is any way by which funds allotted for such projects under 
TA and SEA allotments could be held over, say for thirty days beyond 
end of this fiscal year, I shall appreciate very much your looking 
this matter, cabling me your findings. 


into 
As you know, we have four projects executed by the Ministry of Health; 
1.¢. = Quarantine Station, Maternal and Child Health Center, Immnigation 
Program and Vaccine Laboratory, and Public Health Library, 
agreement, the boilers, accessories ad fans have arrived, The autoclaves 
are due to arrive here on June 15; the equipment we have agreed to furnish 
under the Immunisation and Vaccine Lab not ordered 
from FOA/W; likewise the library furniture and books under the Public Health 
the 
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I should appreciate your letting me know if my feelings in this 
tion are correct. If not, I should like to receive instructions from FOAM. 
Sincerely yours, 
Har’ J» Corson 
USA Operations }ission 
Enclosure « 
Memo, Riyadh Meeting 
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en - on Cen Oconee ee senn~ coe 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy - Jidda 


June 6, 1954 


Paul Fy? 


Division 


} aceart 


Near East, Asia and Africa Operations 


On the evening of May 17, I met with the Minance Committee of the Coun- 


cil of Ministers, ‘That committee comprised: 


438q 
Hal 


HE 


OF 


Hun 
"ait 


- 


the water development 


Ae. 


a call to meet with a com 


The following 
from the 
A Are 


=~ jJe- 


CONFIDENTIAL 


agreement. 
I informed them that I could not accept 
financial clauses inserted 
° ; ree oe 
’ 


asking me to meet with them that 
therein, You will find enclosed herewith a copy of the agreement I pre- 


paragraph No, 2 of Article III; and paragraphs Nos, 


later (May 22) I received a call from the above-mentioned 
of Article IZ, After mech discussion and after observing the 


the Ministry of Agriculture, 


evening to discuss their proposed water development project 


After Brown and I read it over, 
it as it was presented, especially due to the 


sented and a copy of the agreement they presented 


your attention to 
3 and k 


Agriculture Comuittee's uncooperative attitude, I suggested the meeting 


be adjourned until the following day. 
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The Abha Dam project agreement © within the scope of activities of 
the Ministry of Agriculture - was not even discussed, 
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made by him, "I am being kept informed as to discussions 
the development projects." He was very friendly 
like me to have dinner with him again before leaving 
have this oppartunity, apparently by reason of develop- 
USeSAG relations during the last few days I was in Riyadh. 
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not 


invited me to dimer on May 20 but no business was discussed 
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and 
the Prince, No reply has been received, A copy of this letter is 
enclosed, 


No TA agreements were discussed, although Sadek Husseini told me on 
several occasions that these agreements, as presented, had been accepted 
by the respective Ministries, 


Several days after my return to Jidda, the Ambassador and I drafted 
a catiLe, which he sent to State, covering the situation as it existed then. 
Since that time the Anbassador has sent several other cables to State on the 
matter, which cables I am sure POA/W has seen ad discussed with State. 


It is most unfortunate that USAOM is placed in the middle of a US-SA0 
relations dispute, completely unrelated to Point Four, and may be the 
"innocent bystander that gets hurt." I can assure you that the relations 
between this Mission and the Saudi Government as a whole, and the Saudi 
Ministries in particular, are excellent, This has been confirmed on several 
occasions lately by high Saudi officials, 


As a precautionary measure, I am having the heavy construction equip- 
ment we purchased under the Commmnity Development Agreement, the four new 
power wagons, the new water tank truck, and the six new Jeep station wagons 
taken down to the Embassy Compound for safe keeping, The Ambassador is in 
accord with this move, I will try to hold up the arrival here of the ato- 
claves and fms for the Quarantine Station, (The boilers have arrived.) 


When and if official advice is received from SAG that they are not 
interested in SEA and they wish to cancel the TA agreement of Jamary 17, 
1951, I will write you regarding steps to be taken to wind up the affairs 
of this Mission, 


Rnclosures |, 
io Dev.Agmts submitted to Saudi Govt, 
" " e " f " 
latter to Prince Sultan dtd May 29, 195h. 


FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRA !;ON 


Washington 25, D.C. 


May 28, 1954 





Mr. Harland J, Corson, Director 

USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
American Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


4s of this writing we are awaiting further word of the 
progress of your negotiations at Riyadh. I sincerely hope that your 
efforts will meet with success, The last message received here from 
you was the message relayed by the Consul General at Dhahran on May 24th 
which indicated your anxiety to receive a reply to your message of 
May 19th, which requested approval of certain changes in the wording 
of the SEA agreement, 

The reply to your message of the 18th went out in DEPIBL 325 
of May 22nd (joint FOA-State cable), It was, necessarily, a classified 
message and I am under the impression that it would have to be 
handecarried to you at Riyadh from our mission in Jidda, Not being 
familiar with the mechanics of your commmications facilities out 
there, this is only a guess on my part, but in any case I hope that it 
reached you without undue delay, For your information, the hold-up 
in getting the reply out was not occasioned by FOAM but was within 
the State Department, We drafted an answer to your cable the same day 
it was received but it was revised and re-revised a number of times 
in State before receiving final clearance, Since the matter concerned 
the overall general agreement State had primary jurisdiction in the 
CAaSCe 

Once again, congratulations on your speedy recovery from your 
recent operation and best wishes for success in obtaining Saudi approval 
of the various agreements, 


Sincerely, — 


~~ 


\ Baw, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 


. roreige OPERATIONS ADMINISTRAMION 
Washington 25, D.C. 


re 
_ May 26, 1954 


Mr. Harland J, Corson, Director 

U.S.A. Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


Reference is made to your letter of lay 15 in which you 
request that you be forwarded copies of the agreements which have 
been concluded between FOA/W and Agriculture, Public Health, and 
Interior, According to your letter you have only received so far 
a copy of the FOAM - Office of Education agreement, 


I am enclosing a copy of Manual Order Transmittal Letter 
No, 37, which contains the liemorandum Agreement Between Department 
of the Interior and Foreign Operations Administration, As regards 
the agreements with Agriculture and Public Health Service--the 
Agriculture agreement is now being printed and will be transmitted 
in the ngar future, The agreement between Public Health Service 
and FOA/W is included in Manval Order Transmittal Letter No. 40, 
which al§o contains the Office of Education agreement, I believe 
you already have a copy of this but am transmitting an extra copy 
for your files, 


I will take up the matter of FOA/T-USGS contract agreement 
in a separste commmication, 


Sincerely, 






Pa 
Chief, Iraq-Sa 
Near East, Sou 


on-Syria Division 
Operations 





FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRA. .ON 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Mr. Harland J. Corson, Director ‘ 
UA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Enbassy \yr \ 


Jidda, Savdi Arabia 


Dear Harland: We 


Reference is made to Bill Hazelton's letter of lay 5. 
In this connection let me first assure you that we and the audio- 
visual people are well aware that the Farsi of Iran is not Arabic. 


There are two purposes in sending to Saudi Arabia audio- 
visual and educational aids produced in other cowiries, 


First, in USFOTO Ae126 of April 14 and USFOTO A -127 (in- 
formation copy of an airgram to Iran) USOM was informed of discussions 
between Dr, Hazel Robertson of ARAMDOand our Overseas Audiovisual 
Services Division, Dr. Robertson has done some work in Saudi Arabia to 

terest that Government in development and use of audiovisual materials 
for education, The llinister of Education had expressed interest in 
Seeing what some of the other countries are doing in creating their 
Own materials, He was reported to be aware of the films made in 
Tran, about the only serious effort at producing educational films 
locally anywhere in the Near East, Dr, Robertson urged that a selec- 
tion of materials, with special emphasis on those for village improve- 
ment work and particularly mentioning the Iranian films, be sent to 
the Mission in Saudi Arabia for presentation to the Ilinister of Educa 
tion, Dr, Robertson also asked that she be notified and permitted to 
Come to Saudi Arabia for the presentation and explanation of these 
Materials, She has a high opinion of Bob Dolley's work and hoped 
that this would be helpful to him, That accounts for our having 
asked USOM/Iran to send you a selection of their posters and other 
audiovisual aids and for our sending from Washington two of the 
Tranian films and some printed materials from other countries. 


Second, throughout the world, FOA/T is encouraging the 
exchange of audiovisual aids produced in technical cooperation programs, 
Tt is hoped that they ere serving as inspiration, example, and starting 
points for other Iiissions to prepare materials in their own countries 
for their om purposes, Recently, an Iranian magazine carried a trans- 
lation of a leaflet on metal and leather craft, using the same drawe 
invs, which wae prepared originally in Arabic by USOM/Libya, USON/ 
Lebanon adapted into Arabic a poultry improvement poster designed in 
Tren, We see many similar instances of "cross-fertilization", 





Mr, Harland J. Corson - 5/25/54 = 2 


The hardest part of designing an educational aid is frequently 
the outline or the visualization of it, If you need a poster to persuade 
people to boil water, it helps a lot if you can start with a poster, 
which may be in Chinese, which successfully gets the idea across in a 
few drawings and a few words, Yor something more complicated, like a 
graphic leaflet on the principles of nutrition, it helps to have the 
benefit of someone else's efforts to break the subject into simple 
components, with suitable illustrations, selection of essential detail 
and rejection of the unecessary, etc, This is much more true of visual 
aids than of texts, of course, when other languages are involved, 


Furthermore, just the idea may stimulate your om thinking, 
The fact that one country is doing these things may arouse a desire in 
other countries to do likewise, or better, You will probably get more 
materials from Iran than any other country, as this is our biggest 


program, 


It may seem that I am laboring the obvious, but since you 
raise the question I want to answer it fully, 


I mow you will not be able to do much to develop audiovisual 
materials and mothods in Saudi Arabia without the services of a special- 
ist. I've written on this subject before but so far have not received 
mich response, Audiovisual specialists are now at work (or on their way) 
in every Mission having a technical cooperation program in the NEA 
region except Nepal and Saudi Arabia. Up to the present little has 
been cone in Saudi Arabia to develop media for spreading subject-matter 
knowledge, Saudi Arabia badly needs such media and it is ow impression 
that there is considerable interest on the Saudi side in doing something 
about it, Dr. Robertson confirms this, as did Mr, Sadek Husseini when 
he was in here last winter, I hope you can find a starting point for 
some work along this line before long, It should fit very well into 
the educational program, if even on a very modest basis. 


Sincerely yours, ‘ 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 


USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy - Jidda 


May 5, 1954 


Mr. Paul F, Taggart 

Chief, Irag-Saudi Arabia~-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Last, South Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 


Washington 25, 0. C, 
Dear Paul: 


The Education Division is constantly receiving materiel 
developed in Iran, especially visual aids (films, literature, 
posters, ete,) that are in the Persian language. This language, 
as you know, is not Arabic and cannot be understood even though 
sometimes the characters can be read by Arabic-speaking people. 


Although we are glad to be the recipients of any and all 
kinds of materials that may from time to time be developed 
anywhere, it has occurred to me that possibly our friends in 
Washington are not aware of the fact that the Persian language 
is less intelligible than Mmglieh in Saudi Arabia, 


Sincerely, 


Willis 3, Hazelton 
Program Officer 


WBHazelton:mep 
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FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRA./ON ME 


Washington 25, D.C. br Mshar 


May 18, 1954 


\CLASSIFI 


Mr, Harlend J, Corson, Director 

U.S.A. Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Enbessy, 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


I refer to Dr, Dolley's letter of Mey 4th regarding the 
handling of Saudi Arabian trainees in the United Stetes, 


We all appreciated very much Dr. Dolley's comments on our 
efforts at this end of the line to ensure that the Saudi trainees 
obtain the maximum benefit from their grants, The trainees sent 
over have been, without exception, likable and sincere individuals. 
While it is true that in many cases they do not possess an education- 
al background comparable to trainees from other countries, they have 
usually managed to overcome this handicap by diligence and persever- 
ance. In some cases it has proved necessary to readjust the training 
program to fit the qualifications of the individual. There is no 
question that from an educational point of view Saudi Arabia is at 
the bottom of the list among the Arab states and all here feel that 
Dr. Dolley has done a remarkable job in the past two years in initiating 
the training program and screening and selecting trainees. 


I consider the training program of vital importance and I be- 
lieve that both USOM and FOA/W can take considerable pride in the fact 
that in spite of the various difficulties which have arisen in connec- 
tion with the training program, all such difficulties have been overcome 
and each trainee has successfully completed the training course, 


I concur most heartily in Dr. Dolley's commendatory remarks 
regarding Mitel Settle's work. As Bob Dolley aptly states it, Mitai's 
interest and assistance have been far above and beyond the call of duty, 
I have forwarded a copy of Dr, Dolley's letter, together with a memoran- 
dun of my own, to the Personnel Division to be made a part of Mitzi's 
personnel file, 


Sincerely, 


Y Peul ‘ deggart 


Chief, Iraq-Saydt hebanon-Syrie Division 
Near East, South Asie and Africa Operations 





USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Babassy - Jidda 





May 4, 1954, 


CONFIDENTIAL 


o »> 
Mr, Paya’? T 
Chief, banon-Syria Division 
Near East, sia and Africa Operations 


Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Paul: 


In my letter to you dated May 10, I informed you of the meeting 
which I had on May 9 with His Excellency, the Minister of Finance, 
regarding the existing situation here relative to development project 
agreements which have been for sometime in the hands of the Council 
of Ministers for consideration and approval. 


Night before last, the Minister called Sadek Husseini and 
Glen Brown to his office. He informed Sadek that he was to leave 
early the next morning for Riyadh to discuss our pending agreements 
with the Council, Sadek left the next morning. He informed Glen Brown 
that if we would have ready three copies, in both English and Arabic 
of the Aerial Magnetometer Survey Agreement (TA) the following morning, 
he would sign them. This was done but His Excellency had to leave 
for Mecca and has been there ever since. I feel certain that as 
soon as he returns, he will sign this project agreement. 


When Glen informed me of his conversation with the Minister, I 
immediately sent you a cable asking for an immediate transfer of 
$100,000 from U.S, technician's costs to program, for the purpose 


of implementing this agreement, I appreciate your prompt reply 
authorizing such transfer. 


You might be interested to know that this afternoon, I was con- 
tacted by the Bnbassy and informed that the Crown Prince had wired 
the foreign office to get in touch with me through the Embassy and 
request that I leave as soon as possible for Riyadh to discuss our 
pending agreements with His Royal Highness, I am leaving here tomorrow 
morning and will write you or cable you, as the case may be, when I 
return to inform you of developments of interest which took place 
there regarding our agreements, 


Sincerely, 


HJCorson:mer 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American 


May 10, 195) 

COMIDENTIAL 
Mr. Paul Py’ - 

’ banon-Syria Division 
Near East, a and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D, C. 
Dear Paul: 

You will be interested to know of a meeting which I had yesterday 
afternoon with His Excellency, the Minister of Finance. J, Jefferson 


Jones III, Counselor of Embassy, and Mohammed Massoud, Arab Advisor for 
the Embassy, were also present, 


The attention of the Minister was called to the following facts: 


1. Prior to my arrival here a number of conversations were held 
between him, Mr, Dunaway and Mr. Jones relative to economic 


upon as being the most appropriate under such aid; 1.¢., water 
development, AbhaeTaif road, Abha dam, the 
Port of Gisan, 
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of the existing situation, As a matter of fact, both Mr, 


t rather encouraged by the friendliness and cooperativeness 


displayed by His Excellency, 


In no instance did the Minister refer to such matters as overeall policy 


considerations, disagreements between the U.S, and Saudi Governments, or any 


unfavorable 


Jones and I 
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FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRAT.N | , 
Washington 25, D.C. 


April 28, 1954 


\ 
UNCLASSIFIED MK 
Mr, Harland J, Corson, Director 
U.S.A. Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


c/o American Embassy, 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Deer Harland: 


Taylor's wire notifying us of your emergency appendectomy 
came as a shock, I can think of more logical places to have some~ 
thing like this occur then in Jidda, I hope you have had good care 
and by the time this reaches you you will be well on the way to 


recovery. 


We have all been very much disturbed about the program 
in Saudi Arebia, I am sure you and the Ambassador have been work~ 
ing with the Saudis as closely as they will let you. Please rest 
agsured that if they do not enter into agreements for either TA or 
SEA that Weshington has a full appreciation of the difficulties. 
At the round-up sessions the problem of agreements was presented 
to Governor Stassen, His reaction which we took for policy guidence 
wae generally that we were willing to cooperate with the Saudis. 
We had offered them both TA end SEA and that the next move was theirs. 
In other words, we shouldn't try to coax them too much or influence 
them against their will, Your wires have come in with reference 
to whether or not the SEA general agreement was necessary. I believe 
our replies are to the effect that while we think it would be better 
and it is, of course, general policy, there is no hard end fast 
rule in this regard. The wires have indicated that if the Saudis 
are opposed to sigh the general agreement then the stetutory re- 
quirements could be included in each of the several project agree- 
ments, ‘The general consensus of opinion here, as indicated in 
the wire, is to the effect thet if either in the general agreement 
or in the project agreements if there is sone particular wording 
to which the Saudis object, the matter showld be referred to Wash 
ington for coneideration. 


Washington is perfectly agreeable to considering the Seudis 
demands and Will be as lenient as statutory limitations will permit, 
It is presumed, thet once the Riyadh meeting is over the watter of 
agreenents and/FUA program in Saudi will be settled, If in these 
negotiations difficulties ere encountered, please cable us the details 
and your reconmendations for Washington consideration. 


a -2- 





With reference to signing the project agreements as encun- 
brance documents, it is probably easier for you to get Elmre over to 
Jidda than to try to send the agreements to Washington for approval. 
Tn other words, he can work out on the spot any changes which might 
be required. It is hoped that in some way or another this program 
can be worked out. 


Again wishing for your speedy recovery, 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul F, 7 
Chief, Iraq-Seudi Arebla-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 
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FOREIGN /PERATIONS ADMINISTRAT. 





February 11, 1954 Yee pyr 
i . 


Dear.Harland;"Henry, and Hugh: Ww 


I have just finished reading the Report on Public Relations Audit 
of U. S. Technical Cooperation Program in Latin America by Raymond W, Miller, 
which was forwarded to you on January 28 by Norman S, Paul, As indicated in 
Mr, Miller's conclusions and Mr, Paul's letter, the information contained in 
this report deals specifically with Latin America, Of necessity it would have 
to be adapted if used in some other country, I think the greatdst contribution 
this can make to the technical cooperation program in your countries, aside 
from the pinpointing of much information already known to technicians, is to 
stimlate thought processes amongst the technicians which will enable them to 
analyze their activities and thus be in a better position to move forward in 
the right direction, 


I would urge as has Norman Paul and Dr, FitzGerald that this report 

be read by everyone in your Mission. I would urge further that it be discussed 
at one of your staff meetings and that this discussion be further expanded by 
each Chief of Division—-Agriculture, Education, Health, etc.--holding similar 
meetings at which all the technicians under his supervision take part, These 
discussions might well be personalized by having certain key members to indicate 
how Mr, Miller's presentation has been of use to them in their program, Will 
you advise me of any activities you carry on in this connection. 


Sincerely yours, 


Pau 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia, & Africa Operations 


Mr. Harland J, Corson Mr. Henry W, Wiens 

Director, United States of America Director, United States of America 
Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia Operations Mission to Iraq 

c/o American Embassy c/o American Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia Baghdad, Iraq 


Mr, Hugh D, Farley 

Director, United States of America 
Operations Mission to Lebanon 

c/o American Embassy 

Beirut, Lebanon 


Washington 25, D.C. | 4 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSTON TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy = Jidda 
May 15, 195% 
UNCLASSIFIED 
tr, Pan). Fy/ Taggart 
chief, Lebanon-Syria Div ision 


Near Rast, Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D. C, 


Desr Paul; 


Several weeks ago we were informed by FOA/W that agreements had 
been concluded between FOA/¥ and the following ech agencies; Agri- 
culture, Education, Public liealth and Interior, To date we have 


In addition to the foregoing, I should like to have word from 
you as to the status of present negotiations on an FOA/USOS contract, 
This will be important to us when and if we have our water develop- 
ment project agreement signed with SA). As I have mentioned in 


US contribution of cash 
be well to have the tw agreements as suggested above. Your views 
in this connection will be appreciated. 
Sincerely, 
pee 
Director 
USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 











Embassy - Jidda 
May 12, 1954 

PERSONAL 
Mr. F, Taggart 
Chief, banon-Syria Division 
Near East, Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

2, Dd. C. 
Dear Paul; 


I am attaching for your information copy of a memorandum dated 
May 1, 195k, prepared by T. 0. Parker, our Animal Husbandryman, 
addressed to Dr. Edens, Chief of our Agriculture Division, covering 
& conversation which Messrs. Parker and Barham, our Extension Spee 
cialist in Al Hasa Province, had with Mr. Guy Hamilton, Agricultural 
Consultant of Aramco, 


Mr. Hauilton's comments regarding Point IV are quite interest~- 
ing, although knowing him as I do, I do not attach much importance 
to his feelings about our objectives here, I could comment at 


here as I question the advisability of establishing an issue 


pai ga USA Operations Mission 
G to Saudi Arabia 


Enclosure - 
Memo., as 


HJCorson;:0 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Smbassy - Jidda 





May 9, 1954 


Mr, Paul F, Taggart . 
Chief, Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Zast, Asia and Africa Operations 


Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Paul: 


I am enclosing herewith an original in both lnglish and Arabic 
of Project Agreement No, 4, in Health and Sanitation, This agreement 
covers the establishment of a laboratory for the manufacture of 
vaccines, You will note that Prince Abdullah Hl Faisal, Minister 
of Health, signed this agreement on April 27, 1954, 


We have made it clear to the Ministry of flealth that as soon as 
they show us an executed lease on a building suitable for such a 
laboratory or 2 contract with a construction firm for a suitable 
building for this laboratory, we will place our order for the agreed 
upon equipment, We have also made it clear that such 
will not be shipped from the United States until such time ae the 


building has been completely readied, including the installation of 
utilities, 


Sincerely, 


Harland J. Corson 
Director 


USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 


Mnelosures (2) 


HdCorson:mep 
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May li, 1954 
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Mr. Paul F, Taggart. 

Chief, Inaq-Seudd Arabia~Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Rest, South ’fsia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 


Washington 25, DC, 
Dear Paul: 


I have recently sent to FOA/W several cables suggesting that, 
as a precautionary measure, the departure of newly recruited personnel, 
also the actual shipment of supplies and equipment, be held up for 
the time being and until we are in a position to know what action 
the Council of “indsters will take regarding our progran/project 
agregnents, If SAG does not see fit to accept our offer of Technical 
Assistance and Economie Aid or if they decide that they would prefer 
other programs or projects instead of some or all of those submitted, 
obviously personnel, supplies, and equipment requiresents could vary 
or could even not be required, 


In view of these possibilities, although not probabilities, J 
felt it prudent to avoid the incurrence of what night be unnecessary 
expense, It ie hoped, however, that those cables will not cause a 
complete stoppage in both recruitment and fulfillment of our requisi- 
tions for supplies and equipment since al) | suggested wae that per- 
sonnel not depart and supplies and equipnent not be shipped, 


1 hope to be able to let you know very soon what the Council of 
Ministers decides to do regarding our progray/projects, Of course, I 
think it very unwise to try to "sell then’ our aid or try to coax 
them into accepting it, We have sade cur offers and it is now up to 
them to accept or reject it, in whole or in part, We are, however, 
pressing for a decision d» to the short tine remaining in our current 


fiscal year, 
Sincerely, 


We 


Warland J, Corson, Director 
USA Operations Miseion to Saudi Arabla 


HJCorson:mep 





FORL N OPERATIONS ADMINISTI TION 
Washington 25, D.C. 


April 28, 1954 


Mr, Harland J, Corson, Director 
U.S.A. Operations Mission to Saudi ‘rabia 

c/o American Embessy, 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


I refer to your letter of April 20th, transmitting 
information on the schedules of Saudi Arabian Airlines. I 
appreciate this information very much, together with your 
comments regarding the advantages of using SAA rather than 
Air Liban for the travel of our personnel reporting in to Jidda. 


I have furnished a copy of your letter to the FOA 
Travel Section and that office has indicated it wil] request 
SAA bookings for future personne] going out to Jidda, It appears 
that heretofore the Beirut-Jidda booking has been left to the 
discretion of the Washington office of the airline carrying the 
passenger on the initial stages of the journey (New York-Rome- 
Beirut) and since this line was in almost every case Pan-/merican 
Airways the Air liban booking Beirut-Jidda can be understood, 
since PAA would naturally not book through on SAA, which is 
apparently regarded in U.S, airline circles as a TWA subsidiary. 


In any case, the Travel Section has mthority to request 
specific booking on Saudi Arabien Airlines for the Beirut-Jidda 
leg and wil] adopt this practice. They were very glad to get the 
information contained in your letter, 


Sincerely yours, 
Paul F,, Taggart“ 


Chief, Iraq-Saudi frabia-Tebenon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 


Sassslssegssesseesssasesssslssss 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy + Jidda 


 QAEDENTIAL, May 3, 195k 
Mr, Paul F Tagg 
Chief, Ig etait Division 
Near East, Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D.C. 
Dear Paul; 


I refer to your letter dated April 12 which arrived while I was 
in the hospital, 


As I have informed you in correspondence going forward by this 
Mail, the King recently approved the first section of the budget which 
Covers Government operations and it is to be presumed that the second 


Cussed and approved, All indications which we have had so far point 
to the fact that substantial reductions have already been made in the 
amounts requested by each of the Ministers, For instance, we under- 
Stand that the Minister of Commnications presented a budget of 
120,000,000 Saudi Riyals, and the last we heard was that his budget 
linitation now stands at SR 50,000,000. We have 

Ministry of Education presented a budget of SR 


entire budget shortly after it has been approved. Imuediately this is 
Teceived we shall send you a copy for your infarmation and files. 


Which should be included in their budgets to cover SAG contributions 


have already informed you in recent communications, all of our agrees 
ments are now of the obligating type which means, of course, that as soon 
ag they are signed, the covering funds will be encumbered, low the quese 
tion remains is - will the Council of Ministers get around to discussing 
with us and approving the execution of the 17 proposed agreements prior 
to the end of next month? Of course, we have pointed out at every turn 
the urgency of this matter so that FY*5l program funds, as well as SEA 
funds, will not have to be returned to the Treasury due to their being 
Wobligated before the end of the fiscal year. We have also pointed out 
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your advice in this connection, 


With respect to my having clearance from Washington on progran/ 
project agreements, this was given to all directors shortly after the 
Istanbul conference, In other words, directors are authorised to draw 
up their om agreements, execute them and tha forward a copy on to 
Washington, I recently reviewed all communications with FOA/W for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether or not the aforementioned authority 
covers SEA project agreements, as well as 7A ts, but could find 


Je 
execution but to date have had no reply to that cable, Ambassador Wads- 
worth has informed me that in the event I do not receive a reply prior 
to the time when SAO is ready to sign such agreements, I should go ahead 
and sign them with his aithorisation. I hope that I will hear from Washe 

soon in response to my inquiry in tnis connection and that in view 
late date I may be authorised to handle SEA agreements the same as 
I an authorised to handle TA agreements, 


Sincerely yours, 


fi 


HJCorson;:0 
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rons OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Washington 25, D.C. 


April 12, 1954 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Mr, Harland J, Corson 

Director, USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Enbassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


This is to acknowledge your letter of March 10, 1954 in which you 
explain the budgetary procedure being promlgated in Saudi Arabia. We shall, 
of course, be interested in the development of the budget, In this connection, 
have you had any indication from the Ministers as to the amounts which we might 
expect to be contributed to the projects being funded by us under technical 
assistance and special economic aid programs? 


With the delay of Saudi Arabia in considering the project agreements, 
I am very much concerned about being able to get our funds encumbered this 
fiscal year, From the last communication, it appears that consul of ministers 
may be in session until about the first of May. If that is the case, we have 
only two months left in the fiscal year to encumber something over $/,,000,000, 
It will, no doubt, take some time to negotiate the exact amounts which will be 
contributed under each project agreement, As I have indicated to you in pre- 
vious communications, there is not much opportunity to encumber any of these 
funds through recruitment processes or Government procurement, I have suggested 
previously that we ought to, to the maximum extent possible, utilize contracts 
for this purpose, In this connection, I have suggested and urged that we get 
the specifications into Washington so that we can do all of the necessary 
preliminary work and be in readiness to enter into contracts as soon as you 
notify us that project agreements have been consumated, Specifications for 
contracts would be essential whether we use direct Government contracts with 
suppliers or firms, or whether we utilize the device of a project agreement 
to encumber the funds and then enter into contracts, So, under any circum- 
stances, it is desirable that at the earliest moment we receive the specifi- 
cations for all contracts which you anticipate will be needed in Saudi Arabia. 
I should also like your ideas as to whether or not you intend to use project 
agreements as inenoumbrance documents. If so, do you have required clearance 
from Washington on all of them? If the Saudi Arabians do not approve the 
agreements until about the first of May and then they are forwarded in here 
for clearance, time wil] be extremely short to get approval thereon and return 
them to Saudi Arabia before final execution before the thirtieth of June, It 
is, therefore, my suggestion that you review all project agreements with the 
idea in mind that if Washington approval is required, that they be forwarded 
to us immediately in order that the necessary clearances can be obtained while 
you are waiting the action of the SAG, 


Kindest personal regards. I am 


sincerely ) 
Paul F, Tace 








FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Washington 25, D.C. i 


March 1, 1954 


Mr, Harland J, Corson 

Director, USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
cfo American Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi “rabia 


Dear Harland: 


Reference is made to your TOUSFO 315 of February 17 
in which you request that six copies of certain Army maps covering 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Saudi Arabia be forwarded to you via 
air mail, 


We followedthrough immediately with Army Map Service on 
receipt of this request. Army Map informed us today that the maps 
were sent forward this morning via air mail, However, they were 
addressed to the Mmbassy at Jidda, rather than to USAOM, 


You may wish to alert the Embassy to this matter. to 
make sure the maps reach USAOM and do not wind up decorating the 
walls of the Embassy. 


Sincerely, 


\sfon) 


Paul F, Taggart ~- 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon & Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia, & Africa Operations 


Ti Fg OA ce! 
. Fr eign Service of the 
LEGRAM United States of America 





OUTGOING 
—_ ULSD : 
CHARGE; Classification Control: pousro #315 
TO: voa/e DATE: Pelruary 16, 195) 


Send airmail six copies each Army maps covering Lebanon, Syria, 
Jordan, Saudi arabia, RUB e O-37, fie37, [+3], N-¥, 1-¥. 


WU. &, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1052 -aaoaio 


TELEGRAM wiiteg nee 


OUTGOING 








COMPIDERTIAL 
Classification Control: ToRsro gue 


DATE; May 5, 195% 


Anbepaador recently digeussed situation hare with King. Suggest 
contact Mritelan of State to learn gist that conversation fron 
8 Cable dated May 5. writing. 





— ae 


WU. #, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, 1902-28080 








Washington 255 D.C. 
Dear Paul: 


After having had a "close call," I am glad to report that I am back on 
the job again, feeling better than ever, I certainly had a miraculous 
recovery. 


Without any forewarning I started having abdominal pains somewhat like 
cramps late Thursday afternoon of last week, After suffering with them all 
that night and the next morning, I decided to check with a doctor, He imme. 
diately pronounced it acute appendicitis "and maybe other complications." 
Without losing any time he rushed me to the hospital here, where I was given 
a knockout shot and wheeled into the operating room, It was found that the 
being in the normal position, was embedded in the intes- 
f the abdomen, had ruptured in two places, and about 
‘o make matters worse, peritonitis had set in. 
on the table, I was rolled out into a room that was 
ten hours later I came out of the anaesthesia 
le but without any of the usual after effects; i.e., 
headaches, The next day I felt very good and was 
third day I dictated my letter to 
was ready for work tut on doctor's orders, all I could 
be quiet and receive visitors, Everybody was so nice to me and I 
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I came home from the hospital yesterday feeling like a million dollars 
and am working from home for a few days before going back to the office, 


eye ty eg le he ge A be playing dominoes 
with St.Peter by this time, so all is well that ends . 


In line with your instruction, Thel Taylor will get a com- 
late model seeeee eat ual Ieee ft to ae cole titi 


Sincerely yours, 








USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Sinbassy - Jidda 


May 5, 1954 


Mr, Paul Ff, 7 
Chief, I i -Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Agia and Africa Operations 


Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, 0D, ¢, 


Dear Paul: 


We are sending this APO because we are s0 anxious to got 
clearance for these applicante by July 3. This will be our first 
time for sending trainees to AUB and we have strained everything 
to meet the deadline, 


ee ete ieeen Aaene of at Sila ee TS oe 
reach us until April 23, and the cable saying that the course was 
approved from Beirut did not reach us until the 24th. Since then, 
we have been in high gear. 


We would like to send six of our primary teachers to the 
special AUB seminar session, but the notices reached us so late 
that we can't possibly comply with routine requirements and get 
them to Beirut in time for the opening. 


Please do what you can to get these six applications through 
for us, Our next pouch is a week off and it will take two weeks 
after that, 60 APO is our only means of making the deadline, 


Sincerely, 


= 


oss cyaredeno Metien't0 toatl teal 








USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 
American Eabassy - Jidda 


May 5, 1954 


Mir, Paul of amet ) 

chief, ~lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Last, South Asie and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

Washington 25, D.C, 

Dear Paul: 


We have received a request for the U.S. "Trade-mark Act 
of 1946" which we would like to fulfill. 


Your kindness in attempting to procure a copy for us 
will be very much appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


eal . Corson 
Director 


USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 


hho 


cc: Mr, Husseini 
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| niente ennemeenieten eee 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy - Jidda 





May 5, 1954 


Mr, Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 






fon Division is constantly receiving materiel 
ee eG ese ae 
posters, etc, are ers: . This 

as you know, ie not Arabic and cannot be understood even though. 
sonetines the characters can be read by Arablo-speaking people, 


Although we are glad to be the recipients of any and all 
kinds of materials that may from time to tine be developed 
anyvhere, it hae occurred to me that possibly our friends in 
Washington are not aware of the fact that the Persian language 
is less intelligible than Mnglish in Saudi Arabia, 


Sincerely, 


Willis B, Hazelton 
Program Officer 


wiaceltonsneg tt 
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me FOREIG:. OPERATIONS ADMINISTRAL.ON 7a a 
Washington 25, D.C. on 

Vay 6, 1954 





” CONFIDENTIAL 


Mr, Harland J, Corson, Director 

U.S.A. Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Embassy, 

Jidda, Saudi Arabie 


Dear Harland: 


I have just received your TOUSFO 437 reporting your re- 
turn to duty. It is fine that you have made such a speedy recovery 
and all of us here are delighted thet you are back on the job. As 
I remarked to Norman Paul today, you really "bounced back" from the 


appendix operation. 


I appreciated very much your letter of April 26th, which, 
I understand from the note attached by Miss Oakes, was dictated at the 
hospital on the third evening efter your operation. I am indeed sorry 
about the unwarranted delay in transmission of my letter of March 18th, 
which you did not receive untd] April 26th. Pierce has gone into this 
matter of prolonged delays in mail transmission with the POA and State 
Department pouch and courier people. Classified mil for Jidda is 
routed through Cairo end brought into Jidda by the weekly courier. 
Since there appears to be no delay jn the Washington-Cairo transmission, 
State Department is writing the Cairo courier office to look into the 
mtter and ensure that no umecessary delay occurs at Ceiro, I hope 
that we may be able to improve the transmission times for correspondence. 


I have noted all agreements which have been submitted to the 
Saudis are of the obligating type. While I agree thet this does elimin- 
ate some of the "time pressure" as regards obligetion of funds (assum 
ing the Seudis epproval of the various agreements ig forthcoming); 1 
am still strongly of the opinion that we should get draft specifications 
written up for the various projects on which contracts may be necessary. 
Your point is well taken that the Saudis might consider it presumptious 
for us to engage in any dealings with U.S. contracting or engineering 
firms regarding contracts, without keeping them informed, However, 
it appeers to me thet if we have draft specs ready, when and if the 
agreements are signed, we would be in e far better position to expedite 
implementation of the program, Such draft specs could then be renewed 
with the Saudis and revised, if necessary, before bids are solicited, 


With regard to personnel ~ you have been notified by USFOTO 
351 that Beulah Confers transfer from Bonn to Jidda has been approved 





and Migs Confers should arrive in Jidda shortly, Moller end Leonard 
are now going through orientation with ETA Jidda about May 25th. 
Bremseth wil] EOD about June 1st and should arrive Jidda before the 
end of June, The appointment of Dr. Harland Feul as Chief of Public 
Health Divieion is not yet definite, but I believe there is an ex- 
cellent chance he will accept the Jidda appointment. 


Your comments regarding the undesirability of having new 
employees sent into Jidda during the period July 15-September 1st 
have been noted here and passed on to POA Personne] Division. We 
will do our best to comply with your suggestions. 


Once agein, congratuletione on your peedy recovery end best 
wishes for continued health. 


Sincerely, 


Paul F, Taggart 


Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 


Near Best, South Asia and Africa Operations 


buinrivLitihi 
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FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATIC.. 
Washington 25, D.C. 


April 27, 1954 





i 
[ UNCIASSIFIED 
Mr. Harland J, Corson, Director 
U.S.A, Operations Mission to Saudi Arabla Vee 


c/o American Embassy, 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


With reference to personnel recruitment the following will 
serve to bring you up to date: 


| 1, Miss Beulah Confers - Miss Confers is scheduled to pro- 
ceed to Jidda from Bom, Germeny, as soon as her replacement arrives 
at the post. Personnel is unable to tell us just when Mies Confers 
will leave Bonn, but no great delay is anticipated. 


2. Medical History Statements of Mrs. Carlotta Combs, 
Mrs, Bobbie Lee Scudder, and Mrs. Mavis King Everett are now being 
processed, Personnel informs me that temporary employment of Mrs. 
Everett is being authorized by a cable going out today, and that 
authorization for Mrs. Scudder will follow shortly, USOM already 
hes received authorization for Mrs. Combs' employment, 


3, With regard to Mr, Ernest Linden (Customs Specialist), 
I am sorry to say that we have bad news - Mr, linden has now de- 
clined to accept the appointment. This is quite a blow as he has 
been "in the mill" for over three months end was just about to enter 
on duty. Linden was married several weeks ago and it may be that 
his wife was unwilling to go to Saudi, The reason linden gave FOA/W 
was that he had received medical advice to the effect that he had a 
bronchial condition and service in Saudi would be damaging to his 
health, In any case, the logs of Linden's services puts us right 
back to the beginning in filling the Customs job, ‘0A/W Personnel 
Divieion and this office will do al) possible to speed recruitment 
for the position, 


4, Joseph Leonard (Agriculture) - is expected to BOD on 
April 29th. 


5. William Moller (Agriculture-Ingineer) - is expected to 
EOD on April 29th. 


6, Dr. William Harland Paul has been mentioned to us as a 
possible candidate for the position of Chief of Party for Public Health, 


Dr, Paul has had long experience in Latin America for the Public Health 
Service, his latest assignment having been Chief, Public Health, USOM, 
lima, Peru. Dr, Paul is now on home leeve, The PH people discussed 
an assignment to Jidde with him when he recently passed through 
Washington, It will be discussed with him further when he returns to 


Washington early in May, 


7, Cameron Bremseth - we were informed several days ago by 
Personnel that they hoped for Bremseth to BOD on April 29th. However, 
Bremseth is engaged in a teaching course and cannot be released until 
about the first of June, We now expect him to EOD on or about June 1. 


You will be kept informed regarding further developments 
in the recruitment of field personnel. 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul F, - 


Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-lebanon-Syrie Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 











USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American ebassy - Jidda 


May 3, 1954 


Mr, Paul F, Taggart 

Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Vast, South Asia and Africe Operations 
Foreign Operations Adninistration 

Washington 25, D. ¢, 


a 
Near Paul: / 
See 


~ you for your Letter of April 22 and for the attach- 
6 pertinent to FOA investment climate activity in Turkey, 
Pgypt end Greece, The material submitted was of great intereet 
to us, and I am sure it will be helpful to Joseph Farrel) who 
iv just getting started, 


We note your thoughtful promise to be on the alert for 
similar date cf the same character. 


Director 
USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 
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DATE: April 26, 195% 


10: Pupil 
Yor Taggart. Prot Teyler 


Your Confidential letter Merch 10 arrived here today, Will anger 


BOGNES\ « 


Taylors 
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U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, jon *aa0zl0 





FOREIGY DPERATIONS ADMINISTRA’. JN 
Washington 25, D.C. 


A 
April 1, 1954 Wit. 


Mr. Harland J. Corson 

Director, USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


I was glad to learn from your letter of March 3 that the 
material on Community Development forwarded to you on February 9 has 
proven of value. 


Dr. Carl Taylor was informed of your interest in the possi- 
bility of his making a short stopover at Jidda enroute to his head- 
quarters at New Delhi, He actually had included such a stopover in 
his travel plans, along with similar yisits to Cairo and Amman, However, 
it became necessary that he cancel these stopovers in order to arrive 
in New Delhi in time for consultation with Mr. Clifford Wilson, FOA 
Country Director for India, before Mr, Wilson's departure for the United 
States on home leave, Dr, Taylor departed Washington on March 26 with 
bet og Delhi on April 1. Mr. “ilson is departing for the U. S. on 
Ap e 


As Regional Community Development Adviser, Dr. Taylor is 
authorized to travel as required throughout the Near Fast and South 
Asia. I understand that he plans to visit each country in the area, 
assigning priority to those countries in which his services are most 
urgently required, His schedule for such visits is not yet established 
and you may wish to write to him directly in care of USOM, New Delhi, 
regarding the desirability of an early yisit in connection with the 
community development problems in your program, 


Sincerely, 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabja-Lebanon-Syria Division 


Near East, South Asia & Africa Operation 





FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Washington 25, D.C. \ye 


April 22, 1954 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Mr. Harland J, Corson, Director 

U.S.A. Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Embassy, 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


I refer to your letter of April 13th concerning 
USFOTO Circuler A-49, "Steps toward Single F0A Overseas 
Personnel System", I heartily agree with your comments re- 
garding the value of keeping our Country Directors informed 
as to policies and procedures being discussed in FOA/W, 


We make it a practice to stress continously the 
necessity of Country Directors having a voice in the shaping 
of such policies and procedures, but many of these matters are 
formalized, unfortunately, before the Mission Chiefs have been 
consulted, 


Sincerely, 


Paul #, Taggart 


Chief, Iraq-Seudi Ar@bieeLebationstyria Division 


Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 


an opportunity to their views on such matters while under 
discussion, 
Sincerely yours, 
J. Corson 
bhrector 
USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 


HJCorson:0 
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ll FROM- FOA/Washington 
a”) 
— suBJect - Steps Toward Single FOA Overseas 
Personnel Systen 

ARAB REFERENCE - 
BUD (Check one before 
yyvvyyve_ ___each address) 

eee | action | INFO. ADDRESS AND SERIAL NUMBER 

Po x USFOTO CIRCULAR A- 
DD: x USRO PARIS TOECO A- + 
“ x (ANGOON USFOTO A-132 sytn E 
27 1. _ Purpose we" yp Y 
Exeue The purpose of this airgram is to set forth for information-of missions cer 
FOOD tain steps which have been and are to be taken in developing a single FOA over- 
ac seas personnel systen, wiich will (1) fully integrate the personnel systens of 
GT MSA, TOA, and TIAA, (2) result in the establishment of a single salary structur 
INDIA for all FOA U.S. employees overseas, (3) facilitate the movement of personnel 
IRAN between regions, (4) transfer many of the employees of participating agencies 
ISR to FOA rolls. (This will be dealt with more fully in a separate communication. ) 
CONT 
NEST 2. Objectives 
® 
COEUR There is currently being undertaken, under the jurisdiction of 
OFE13 Mr. Philip Young, the advisor to the President on personnel, a study which will 
OLA result in recormiended legislation in t!.e next session of Congress. The present 
Okt objective is to develop a foreim affairs personnel system which will be basic- 
ONEA ally applicable to overseas operations of the Department of State, United 
PAK States Information Agency, and the Foreign Operations Administration. 
PHD 


In view of this study, the progress whic) lias been made, and the agreement 
a in principle at the Cabinet level, personnel plens in FOA are being developed 


consistent with these objectives and within this general framework, These 


4hor plans will also facilitate coordination and cooper:tion with the Department of 
AGRI State, 

COMM 

HEW - Devel tt and Application of t Aft eas 

HHPA 


INTR It is our objective to take into account views of missions in the develop- 
LABOR ment of personnel regulations affecting field personnel, particularly where 
STATE there is a major deviation in policy, 
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USFOTO CIRCULAR A~49 UNCLASSIFIED 2 4 


We are currently reviewing carefully the personnel regulations of MSA, TCA, and ITAA, 
and in addition those of the Department of State. We are moving ahead to publish FOA per- 
sonnel regulations in the Manual Order series. In the present situation, where it is 
desirable to evidence FOA/W guidance as soon as possible, we will not be able to ensure 
field participation to the extent we should like. We nevertheless will welcone your com- 
ments on these issuances as published. Comments will be considered for revision, time of 
revision depending on the legal permissability of proposals, its effect as generally appli- 
cable to other missions and other areas, availability of funds, and urgency. 


Personnel regulations currently in effect remain in e/fect until revoked by new FOA 
regulations. 


4, Overseas Appointment and Compensation Authorities 


There are two basic legislative authorities which FOA could generally use for appoint- 
ments - the Economic Cooperation Act of 1948 or the Act for International Development of 
1950. Each contains two alternatives, ‘The first is appointments with the rights and pri- 
vileges of the Foreign Service - under general jurisdiction of the Civil Service Commission, 
The second was appointment into the Foreign Service by or under authority fron the Secre- 
tary of State, 


The Mutual Security Act of 1953 (Sec. 547) contained the following provision: 


"Where administrative arrangements, including provisions relating 
to compensation and allowances of personnel, authorized under section 
503(b)(3)* differ from those authorised by the Act for International 
Development, the Director may make use of arrangenents authorized under 
either statute,..." 


* 503(b)(3) carried forward the authorization of the 
Economic Cooperation Act of 1948 appointment and 
compensation provisions, 


In view of the work being undertaken by the White House Staff under Mr. Young, it 
seemed both logical and desirable to use Sec, 547 in adopting Sec, 110(a)(2) (P.L. 472, 
80th Congress) as the basic appointment and compensation authority, This reduces current 
liversity in overseas personnel systens. 


In addition, persons to be appointed under the Economie Cooperation Act of 1948 
‘Pol. 472) provision will henceforth be entitled to certain reemployment rights back to 
‘ther Federal agencies not available to FOA employees appointed under other authorities, 
lith a reduction in numbers of employees working on the FOA program while on PA rolls, 
ihe reemploynent rights provision (Sec. 110(a)(2) of P.L. 472) becomes important in 
‘ecruitment of well qualified personnel from other Federal agencies. P,L. 535 contains 
lo such provision, 


The effect of 


+ @ mus = «@ 


USFOTO CIRCULAR A~ 4g UNCLASSIFIED 5 
the effect of this action is to continue current basic appointment and compensation 


ractices of urope, Greece, Turkey, China, Indochina, the Philippines, and Thailand. 
he appointment. and compensation practices of remaining countries will be made to conform. 


ip bff 


A. 


C. 


intment and on. riti to 


pect cea 2 ec orpraer lydilran IV-1 and -2, lee Te cone pumttee 
where there are oa will not be affected at this time. In connection 
consideration of the FY 1955 legislation, we are requesting, at the recommendation 
of the General Accounting Office, Congressional clarification of our current prac- 
tice of paying differentials at salary levels equivalent to FSR-l, «2, <3, and =. 


Conversion will be effected without loss of rights or Stee during the summer - and 
depending on Congressional action.- differentials as well, 


FOA employees having appointments at Point IV-3 and below, or TA~3 and below, in 
countries where there are differentialg, will be converted to Foreign Service Staff 


classes thout Loss of rights,_salany or tiFferentisty before the end of this fie- 
cal year. The FSS classes to be used are 1 through li. 


FOA employees having appointments at any of the Yoint IV or TCA classes in non-dif- 
erential posts will be converted to Foreign Service Reserve and Staff classes 


without loss of rights or aed before the end of this fiscal year. 

The FSR classes to be used are 1 and 23 FSS to be used are 1 through 14. 

Overseas Snployees of Participating agencies (exclusive of "Special Project" person- 
nel) will, for the most part, be converted from Point IV classes to FSR and FSS 
classes at the time of transfer to FOA, and under the same general considerations 
as in Avy B., and C.dmmediately above. During current negotiations with the parti- 
cipating agencies, these questions are : considered. In principle Ml overseas 
PA personnel of Department of Agriculture, Uffice of Education, Social Security 
Administration will transfer to FOA. Coumissioned personnel of the Public Health 
Service will not transfer, although non-commissioned personnel of PHS will. 
Negotiations with Departments of Interior (basic agreement now signed), Commerce, 
dnd Labor and the Housing and Home Finance Agency have not proceeded to the point 
where a definitive statenent can be made. (This subject will be dealt with more 
fully in a circular airgram currently being prepared. ) 


All positions for which FOAM is recruiting (except posts currently allocated at 
Point IV-l and «2, TCA-l and 2, in differential countries), are being classified 
as FSR and FSS, and all new appointments wil) be at FSR and FSS classes. 


._ Classification Implications 


As an interim measure, employees are being converted skanxiiibooutxR@icnkammm without a 
osition classification review, to PSR and FSS classes and salaries as closely as possible 
quivalent to but in every case not less than the Point IV or TCA salaries which they are 
ow receiving. 


At an undetermined 


UNCLASSIFIED 


USFOTO CIRCULAR A~ 49 UNCLASSIFIED , +e 


At an undetermined future date classification surveys will be undertaken to ensure uni- 
form and fair treatment of all FOA employees on a world-wide basis. 


Requests for: new positions, replacements for old positions, and proposed in-service 
actions such as reassignments and reclassifications, should be submitted on AIRPARs 
(form FOA-6) in sufficient detail to permit an adéquate review of each position thereby 
ensuring appropriate classification action by FOA/W, unless detailed information has pre= 
viously been sent to Washington (cite references). 

Grade promotions will be based only upon this process; adverse classification 
decisions will, as in the past, be held in abeyance during incumbency of the affected 
employee unless he is being reassigned to a new position at lower grade. 


response, circular airgrams of this nature will become a continuing part of the POA 
personnel program. 


CABLE ROOM: Send to: ag USFOTO CIRC A-49 
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Cay 80 - B.S beet Technical Manager 


April 19, 1954 
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As above 
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April 19, 195k 
Mr, Paul ¥. 7 
Chief, Arab: Division 
Near Rast, Asia and Africa Operatious 
Foreign Operations Aduinistration 
Washington 25, Do 


See 
Director 


USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 





as to expenditures effected by itiBaker, 
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that 


Harland J, Corson 
Director 
USA Operations yission to Saudi Arabia 
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Near sear feat Sener Asia & Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 


Washington 25, 2 oC, 
Dear Paul 

I am enclosing Forn FOA~583 in quadruplicate to cover the approved 
training grant for Mr. Dechastany, We will try to keep these forns 
Cave TEM spprovela; hevever, £6 will be cane tine before ve om 
complete forms to cover prior approvals, 


Sincerely, 


Marland J, Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 
American Imbassy - Jidda 


re 


April 12, 1951 
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of great help to us. 
We wish to express our appreciation for the effective job done 


by FOAM in staffing this Division 


appears that the P/A Di 
moltitude of job desoriptt 
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Sincerely yours, 
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Dy Poa DATE: April I, 195h 


Shoulf SLA praject agreements be sent PoA/i for approval prior signing 
here whether ar not SUA overall agreesent obtained? 


BU. &, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, 1902 « 220210 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 


American Embassy + Jidda 
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Sincerely yours, 


Harland J. Corson 


Director 


USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


Translation King's 
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April ly 195h 


Under date of February § I sent you an executed copy in both Inglish 
Arabic of our Maternal and Child Health Center project agreement, 
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Near East, South Asia & Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 


Washington 25, D, C. 


Mrs P a 1 tases 
Chief, ArabiaeLebanon-Syria Division 


Dew Paul: 





completed, 


ODOC OCOCOC COO IORI 
USA OPBRATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


Mr. Paul Fy T 
Chief, Tred) Seat Krabi, Lebanon, Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 


Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Paul: 


April 6, 1954 


We have run into a few complications in connection with the leadership 
grant for Abdulla Asiz Ben Muammar, As you probably recall, we wrote you con- 
cerning this case when application was made for the grant, setting forth the 
conditions and reasons surrounding the purpose that we had in mind at the time, 
We did not submit a regular application form because it had been our previous 
experience to request leadership grants by letter and cabled message, You were 
very helpful and cooperative in trying to secure clearance for Muammar without 
further formalities and we did everything that we could do on this end to try 
to get the candidate off before the February 15 date. Notwithstanding every 
effort that we made to finalize Muamnar's departure with the assistance of the 
Minister hinself, events seemed to stand in the way of the accomplishment of 
our objective. As you probably realise, the Ministry of Communications is a 
new governmental agency and they have been in somewhat of a turmoil in estab- 
lishing their organization. Muamar, who is a very outstanding man, decided 
just about the tive we were ready to get hin off to the States that he did not 
want to stay with the Ministry of Communications and resigned his position for 
the purpose of devoting his full attention to a utilities firm in which he is 
an officer, 


After mach consideration and conferences with the Prince, it was deter- 
mined that the man in charge of railroad affairs in the ‘inistry would be the 
logical person to send in the place of Muammar, This gentleman, whose name is 
Abdullah Othman Al Kasabi, is a university graduate who speaks English fluently, 
Although not as forceful a personality as Abdulla Asis Muammar, he has a sense 
of balance and foresight that exceeds that of Muammar and which promises to make 
him a very successful person to work between the American officials pre 
operating the railroad and the Ministry of Communications which has charge of 
the railroad, Since it appears that leadership grants are to be requested on 
regular grantee application forms, we have prepared his application in conformity 
with this understanding and are sending it to you along with this letter, 


Ne have tried to £111 out the Form FUA 583 now required along with these 
applications to the best of our ability; however, there is a strong possibility 
that we have not completed this form in the manner that is completely correct, 
since it is the first one that we have attempted to use, Incidentally, as we 
have stated before, we do not look on this form favorably and feel that it is 
more or less an inadequate substitution for documentation which we formerly 
submitted along with our training applications, With the shortage of secretarial 





assistance at our post, the filling out of this fora imposes another clerical 
detail on the Mission that, uhder the circumstances, proves to be a serious 


to have him d for 
departure at the earliest possible moment but are also conscious of the fact 
that security regulations may prevent the approval of request for several 


we would like for him to have the training at the earliest possible moment 
ae we feel that he will be a key figure in our cooperative effort with the 
Ministry of Commnications upon his return. 


Yours very sincerely, 


Herland J, Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy - Jidda 





r April l, 195) 


Mr. Paul F./ Taggart 

Chief, Iraq+Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia & Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

Washington 2, D.C, 


Dear Paul; 


Yesterday afternoon I received USFOTO 320 informing us that employment 
of Mrs. Patricia Anderson cannot be extended since the Medical Director of 
the State Department has advised against continued employment in the best 
interests of Mrs. Anderson; that you are writing us in this connection, and 


Mary Parrish might be arriving here will also be very mich appreciated. ; 
I informed Mrs. Anderson yesterday to the effect that I had received 
a cable from FOAWW stating that they are writing us about her employment 
but that in the meantime I could not accept the responsibility for her con- 
tinuing to work here as I did not wish to be held responsible for unauthor- 
ised payment of salary, I did not say anything to her about the advice of 
the Medical Director of the State Department, as such information would only 
create considerable worry for Mrs. Anderson and I thought it best to say 
nothing about this part of USFOTO 320, tut instead ~ wait until the announced 
letter arrives, when I will be in a position to give her more specific in- 
formation, 
Would it be possible to use Mrs. Anderson's services on an hourly basis 
during rush days provided she can and wishes to work on such basis? 
Sincerely yours, 
di se 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
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wishes, 





Conr 


me that for the Abha Dam project, for 
for the roads project, our interest 


CONFIDENTIAL 
e3e 
You mentioned in a previous letter that we might wish to contact Mr. 
Crooks, Regional Port Officer of FOA stationed in Beirut, for assistance 
on the Gisan Harbor project. I shall appreciate your letting me have what 
From information I have gathered regarding Mr. Crooks, he is mare 
qualified on port maintenance and operation rather than on port survey and 


tory te calling for bids covering the construction work. 
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Sent in pouch 27 without being 


read by Mr. Corson. 


Dictated at hospital 26-5). 


HJCorson:0 





Yen ud 


FOREIGN ERATIONS ADMINISTRATI.. lye bs 
Washington 25, D.C. 
March 18, 195A 


as 


Mr. Harland J, Corson, Director 

U,S.4, Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o ‘merican Embessy, 

Jidda, Saudi Arebia 


Dear Harland: 


I hardly know how to construct this letter, but I suspect the 
best thing to do is to do a little thinking out loud and send it on to 


you. 


First, I am extremely sorry to have caused you el] of the work 
involved in the preparation of various budget presentations. ly thinking 
was, and still is, that the principal need in Saudi is technica] assist- 
ance, During the early stages in the progrem we never could get anyone 
to go along with more than $1 million - %1.5 million. We were able to 
break that log jam just about a year ago. This break resulted in not an 
increase of TA, but resulted eventually in the °3.35 million SEA, As the 
principel need is TA, I sugyested to you that you prepare a budget combin- 
ing the two figures. There is considerable oppost tick, & part of which I 
am sure is justified, In the first place it is probably impossible for 
Seudi Arabia to fully absorb a straight technica] assistance program of 
the magnitude of roughly 5 million. It is my opinion as well thet the 
Saudis are not going to be satisfied with anything less than 5 million, 
They may not even be satisfied with this. Yor strategic purposes, it is 
deemed desirable in the presentation on the Hil] that we seperate special 
economic aid from the technica] assistance programs and spell out exactly 
what each are to do, It is this which motivated the telegram to you indi- 
cating that TA could be increased to whatever extent was feasible, but 
such increase in order to stay within the 5 million figure required the 
reduction of SEA an equivalent amount. 


We have received your TA proposal for $2,609,407; aleo your tele- 
gram providing the breakdown of SHA for roughly $2.4. I am asking Pierde 
to work with the Program Office in getting these revised figures into the 
FY 55 presentation, Again I offer my apologies for creating the unnecessary 
work, 


I an extremely concerned with what we are going to expend from 
not only the TA but also SEA program before June 30, As late in the year 
as it is we are going to be hard put to get very much of it expended, I 
recognize the difficulty you have had in getting agreements from SAG, 





-2- 


There ere, however, « nunber of things which I think could be done in 
anticipation of eventually getting the agreements. Past experience indi- 
cates that we are not going to get much if any more of the funds on either 
program encumbered by direct recruitment, There are only four or five 
people in the pipeline, and to expect many more to get cleared and on the 
payroll by June 30 would require a high degree of optimism. With reference 
to procurement I am also doubtful thet there is much opportunity to encumber 
any sizable amount of funds. Our experience in the past has been thet the 
procurement office always has a terrific backlog and that any requisition 
received after April 15 has reletively little possibility of being processed, 
bids obtained, and a purchese order issued prior to June 30, As you know, 
obligations are not effected until purchase orders are actually issued. 
There remains then, only one avenue as I see it for actually encumbering 
funds - that is through contracts. It takes some time to negotiate a con- 
tract even after all the specifications therefore are known, With this in 
mind we ought to have at the earliest moment the specifications for the 
various contracts which will of necessity have tovbe written for the Saudi 
Arebian program if the program is to be implemented, It would seem to me 
that all four of the special economic aid projects and some of the technical 
assistance program activities could be handled by contract. 1 would also 
suggest that due to the lateness in the fiscal year and the possibility of 
continued delay on the part of the Saudis, thet if you have not already 

done so, immediate steps be taken to prepare these specifications and any 
necessary background and forward these data to us here in Washington as 
repidly as each project is completed. This will give us information 
which wil] enable an examination to ascertain if additional data is needed 
prior to actusl negotiations, it will enable us to look around end select 
contractors, and to take care of many other details which can save a lot of 
of time if and when agreements are signed by the Saudis. 


The minimum information as will be required will be the personnel 
and their qualifications and complete enough specifications on supplies and 
equipment that this information can be incorporated in the contract to be 
negotiated, The latter may be simplified to some extent by stating road 
machinery and equipment, not to exceed blank dollars and a listing of x num- 
ber of tractors, x number of carry-all scrapers, x number of cement mixers, 
and so forth and so on, The overall dollar figure will govern and once the 
contract is signed, exact specifications can be provided to the contractor, 
or he himself, once on the ground and working with you, errive at decisions 
which will dictate exact equipment to be purchased, It is our opinion that 
the following should be prepared: 


1. Jizan Harbor, I may be wrong, but from here it looks as if 
this contract ought to be $100,000 to include the necessary technicians to 
supervise and carry on this work and such equipment and supplies as can be 
purchased for the balance, These equipment and supplies should 
out at least in broad categories . As indicated to you in @ previous com 
municetion, if you do not have the technical competence on your ee 
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prepare this information, FOA/W would honor your request for the services 
of Mr, Crooks, the regional port officer stationed in Beirut. 


2. Abha Dam, The same general statements can be made with ref- 
erence to this project except that if you do not have the technical compet- 
ence on your staff to develop this information, we do not know at the moment 
where to find someone in the Middle East who could be made immediately avail- 
able to you. However, if you need this service, please telegraph your re- 
guest immediately and we'll attempt to locate someone who can spend the 
required time to develop the basic information, 


3, Abha-Taif Road, Irrespective of whether this road is to be 
located from Abha to Taif or some other location, or whether it is to be 
demonstrations of verious kinds as indicated by some of the statements 
appeering in recent communications from your office, I suggest the following 
procedure: I suggest by all means that you give a great deal of considera- 
tion to a contract for a team similar to that described in our letter of 
March 2, As indicated in this letter, either lf, Kelcey or his Chief Ingineer, 
Mr, Me@onald, can be made available to discuss with you the details of such 
a contract, I would suggest in this discussion that in addition to the 5 
basic engineerg that you consider some techniciens of lesser capacity than 
the 5 mentioned above to augment the staff by additional 6 or 7 technicians 
who could work directly with the Saudi Arabien technicians in training them 
in the various fields, such as instrumentmen, rodmen, chainmen, and drafts- 
men, and construction foremen; and the various other skills which is obvious 
must be developed from the ground up in Saudi Arabia, These latter skills 
are considerably less costly than ere the 5 basic engineers, and yet would 
be capable of carrying on the training program required if the Saudis are 
to implement programs developed by and with the assistance of the 5 basic 
engineers. 


The total team then might be somewhere between 12-15 personnel, 
It might cost somewhat more then the quarter million dollars referred to 
in my letter of Merch 2, While either lir, Kelcey or Mr. McDonald are in 
Jidda a sufficient appraisal should be made of the equipment and supplies 
which should te purchased to enable the 12-15 technicians to effectively 
a@rry on their operations including the training of the Saudis, If we can 
get the Seudis to go along with this type of operation, I am sure they will 
be extremely pleased with it. Irrespective of whether they do at the moment 
we still would like specifications forwarded in to us so that if and when 
you can sel] them on such @ program, we are in a position to immediately 
negotiate a contract. 


4. Water Development Program, This project calls for the expendi- 


ture of $2 million, and that my friend, is a whale of an undertaking to 
contracted prior to June 30. Certainly Glenn Brown should know by this time 
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exactly what this 2 million dollars should cover. If he does not know 
exactly, then certainly he ought to have a pretty good idea of the major 
items it should cover irrespective o° the contribution to be made by the 
Seudi Government, and the specifications for personnel, supplies, end equip- 
ment, and so forth ought to be forwarded to us with his reconmendation es 

to the type of firm with which contracts should be entered into. 1 urge 
you to get this information in to us at the earliest possible moment, 


5, Agricultural Vocational Education. Even though this pro- 
gram isn't scheduled to start until FY 1955, it is urged that you get 
the specifications in to us in order that we can contract for this service, 
We have already informally discussed this with Arizona University and Dean 
Eckert of that institution has indicated that if the project is limited 
to vocational education, he feels Arizona could handle the job in addition 
to their activities in Iraq. Such an approach has a great deal of merit 
in that it would out down on supervisory costs, it would permit inter-change 
in specialized assistance if such seemed desirable and expedient, end it 
would provide for reasonable correlation of activities in that section of 
the Arab world, By starting to negotiate the contract right away, we can 
not hope to do much better than have it executed by June, By the time 
personnel were recruited, cleared, and briefed, we would just about be able 
to get them into the field by the first of September, This would seem an 
appropriate time to enable them to get oriented end squared around prior 
to the beginning of the school year. 


6, Villeve Improvement, Until urltr 2/21 arrived I was unable 
to understand your reluctance in entering into a contract with the Inter- 
national Development Service, Even with the receipt of this communication 
I am not sure you are considering al] the possibilities a contract with 
IDS might hold, One of your principe] arguments was thet the program would 
have to start off with one or two people and that these would be augmented 
from time to time as the occasion arose, There is no reason thet I know 
of that a contract drawn with IDS could not be so worded so as to permit 
the timing of personnel so that they would arrive at the appropriate 
time, An additional factor which would seem to me might be appropriately 
considered is the fact that direct recruitment is,exceedingly slow process 
and that to effectively serve the village improvement program, you have 
to use technicians that are engaged in other activities and that a contract 
with IDS could be used as a means of supplementing your presently inadequate 
staff, As indicated in other communications, there is only about 4 or 5 
people in the pipeline, Contracts for village improvement, agricultural 
school, and for the special economic aid projects would seem to me to be a 
reasonable way of obtaining the technicians which have not otherwise been 
forthcoming. The contracts can be written with e certain amount of leeway 
end expension premgatives. With these contracts properly drewn, it might 
be possible to get technicians on the ground whereupon the or 
activity authorizations to participating agencies could be withdrawn, What 
I am saying is let us use our imaginations in getting the Saudi ‘rabian 
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program staffed up to the point that it can effectively carry on its opere- 


tions, and if we can't do it one way, let's do it another, What I am saying 
further is if you will get your requests in for what needs to be done we 
will try and find ways and means to get contractors to do the job, The 
arguments might be advanced that we have not yet gotten project agreements 
with the Saudis. Please do not let that deter you. As you give us the basic 
data you can request us to enter into preliminary negotiations but not to 
sign the contract until you have gotten the project agreements executed, 
However, if we can carry on the basic negotiations and have everything ready 
to go, a wire will save weeks of time and may enable us yet to mke @ cred- 
itable showing in Saudi Arabia by June 30, 


If there are other segments of the FY 54 regular program, which 
after you have digested the thinking set forth above you feel can be im- 
plemented by contract, don't hesitate to give us the data. I assure you 
we will give such requests maximum consideration, and where possible, carry 
on for you. The problem we have here, however, is thet the responsibility 
is in the field and we are in no position to proceed without a request from 
you. 

May we hear from you at your earliest convenience as to your re- 
action to the suggestions set forth above and in case any of these are 
acceptable the approximate time table as to when we might receive the 
elements essential to negotiating contracts which you feel are desirable, 


Sincerely yours, 


% \ Taggart 


Chief, Ireq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 
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March 30, 195k 
Mr. Paul F, Taggart 
ArabiaeLebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia & Africa Operat: 
Foreign Operations Administration 
25, D.C 

I refer to your let y also to USFULO Aw93, 

} both informing us that Jidda has been re. 
established at 25% effe first pay period following 
; March 13, 195l. 

You can well imagine how pleased the personnel of this Mission 
was when they were notified of this change, Obviously it has helped 
their morale considerably, 

| All of us of this Mission wish to express our sincere appre- 
clation for the assistance of your office and others in MOA for 


| 
their efforts in helping to have the 25¢ differential restored, ] 


Sincerely yours, 


We. Corson 
Direc 


tor 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


HJCorson;:0 
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FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Warch 10, 195) 





Mr. Harland J, Corson gue 


Director, USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Enbassy We 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


We were greatly pleased to receive today a copy of the 
State Department Telegram No. 259 of Warch 5 to the Embassy, Jidda, 
restoring the differential allowance to 25 percent effective on the 
first pay period following March 13, 1954, I am sure that this news 
will help morale among the staff, 


For your information, this office and FOA Personnel made 
a strenuous protest through channels to State Department at the time 
the differential was cut to 20 percent, It now appears that sufficient 
information was submitted from Jidda to justify the 25 percent differ- 


ential and it is our understanding that you worked closely with the 
Embassy in this submission, 


We are well aware here of the difficulties under which you 
are working and feel that the full differential is more than justified, 


Sincerely, 


Sil 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia & Africa Operations 


USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 
American Kmbassy ~ Jidda 





March 23, 195) 
OFFICIAL + INFORMAL 


Mtr. Paul f, Taggart _/ 
’ aeLebanon=Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia & Africa Operations 


a 


I wish to thank you for the information which you gave me in your 
letter dated (received only a few days ago) regarding personnel 
recruitment. me, I appreciate very mach your efforts in help- 
ing us get our personnel situation straightened out with the least 
delay possible. As I have mentioned before, I fear that the pressure 
of work and long hours is going to "take its toll" on some of our per~ 
when the hot weather sets in unless relief is forthcoming before 
Many of our employees, particularly administrative and division 
are working from 7:30 AM until 5:00 and 6:00 PM six days a week. 
T am sure you will appreciate that swh a condition should not be 
allowed to continue, 


I hope that by the time you receive this letter Joseph Farrell 
re tie en een cin coe 





Tt is a shame that so mch trouble is being encountered getting 
Mr. Cameron Bremseth recruited, but I hope by the tine this letter 
reaches you he will be not only "back on the rails," but will be"arriv- 
ing at the station" from which he will leave for Jidda, of course, his 
services are badly needed to assist in the Jidda Comercial School, 
which will soon be expanded to more or less double its present facile 
ities, 


note the difficulties which USPHS is having in 

locating a qualified replacement for Ferguson as Chie’ of the Public 
Waghington would have been able to locate such a replacement, As you 
know, we have quite extensive programs, both under 1A and Ska, and until 
the Chief of our Public Health Division arrives here it will be up to 
me to act in that capacity, thereby straining my already overloaded 
USPHS regarding a replacement for Ferguson, 

T an looking forward to receiving the promised status report on 
progress of recruitment for all positions for which we have provided 
AIRPARS. I hope that such report will be an encouraging one, 


Sincerely yours, 


alte de Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


HJCorson:o0 





PPS © March 29th 


Mr, Smith has just arrived, 


(\ 
FOREIGI, OPERATIONS ADMINISTRA 11uN 
Washington 25, D.C. 


SS . March 2, 1954 


OFFICIAL - INFORMAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Mr, Harland J, Corson, Director (\we 
U.S.A, Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o ‘merican Embassy, 


Dear Harland: 


I refer to your letter of February 10th regarding personnel 
recruitment, I shall try in this letter to bring you up to date on 
some developments in this field. 


First, permit me to point out that this office has no direct 
power of recruitment - all we can do is to needle Personnel. This we 
do each and every day and I believe we have had considerable success 
in expediting actions in the past month or two, However, when a case 
reaches the "administrative clearance" stage - the final step - there 
is very little that we can do but await the verdict, 


In the case of Meistrell, all procedures were completed ex- 
cept the fina] "administrative clearance", This clearance has never 
yet been received for Meistrell and he has accepted a position with the 
New York State Legislature at Albany, when it first became apparent 
that there was a question regarding Meistrell, we initiated action on 
Joseph Farrell for the position of Investment Counsel. Farrell's case 
has now reached the "administrative clearance" stage end we have pointed 
out to Personne] the urgent need for his services in Jidda, They have 
promised to do all possible to expedite decision, 


lawrence W, Smith (Chief, Public ‘dministretion Division) and 
family departed Washington yesterday for New York, They sail March 3rd, 
with ETA Jidda about March 25th. 


William C, George and wife will depart Washington on March &th, 
with ETA Jidda about March 20th. George will fill the position of Stat- 
istician in the Public Administration Division, 


We expect Mary Parrish (Secretary) to go on the payroll this 
week, She will have to go through the FOA orientetion course but should 
be departing for Jidda the first week of April. As regards secretarial 
help, you now have Miss Oakes, Miss Haddock, Mrs. Moser and Mrs, Anderson, 
with the part-time help of Mrs, Carlotta Combs. With the arrival of 


So Oe 


Miss Parrish the Mission wil] have the services of six secretaries, 


The recruitment of Ernest linden as Customs Specialist is 
well along. His security clearance is nearing completion, following 
which he will require administrative clearance. I will not attempt 
to estimate when he may EOD but we are hopeful this may be within the 
next several weeks, lawrence Smith conferred with Linden in New York 
about two weeks ago and considers him a very capable officer. 


With regard to Cameron Bremseth, I can only tell you that 
this case is apparently a classic example of mishaps in the Personnel 
Division. It was our original intention, of course, to recruit Bremseth 
through the Office of Education and action was initiated along these 
lines. In mid-December his file was trensferred to FOA Personnel Divi- 
sion as a result of top-level decision that Office of Education would 
do no more recruitment for FOA, The Bremseth file wes promptly lost by 
FOA Personnel Division. It has never been found and the entire file 
has had to be re-assembled, I am informed today by FOA Personnel that 
the case is once more "back on the rails" and action will be expedited. 
I will keep you informed but I will not attempt to say when he will EOD, 


With regard to a replacement for Ferguson as Chief, Public 
Health Division, the news is discouraging, USPHS has no candidate for 
the position. We fully realize the importance of this position and have 
repeatedly urged USPHS to expedite recruitment. For your information, 
we have an unsubstantiated report that at least one possible qualified 
candidate from USPHS was "scared off" by a talk with Ferguson, who is 
now working in USPHS in Washington. We will keep after this but if I 
appear to be gloomy regarding the prospects of any early success, it is 
simply because I want you to have the facts of the matter. 


Personnel Division has promised me a status report on progress 
of recruitment for all positions for which Airpars have been submitted 
from Jidda, I expect to receive this within the next two or three days 
and will then give you all available information on the other positions 
not covered in this letter. 


Sincerely, 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 


Fag ail 
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CONFIDENTIAL March 29, 1954 


Mr. Paul F, Taggart 

Chief, Iraq-Saudi-Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia & Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 


Washington 25, D. ¢, 
Dear Paul: 


Referring to your letter of March 2nd, together with enclosures, with 
respect to the utilization of funds aiithorized under special economic aid, 
and the public works program now being carried out in Iraq: 


We were very much interested in the plan adopted for Iraq for the con- 
struction of highways and the general improvement of their Bureau of Public 
Works under the supervision of Edwards, Kelcey & Buck. However, here in Saudi 
Avabla we feel that we have an entirely different situation to face, In the 
first place, at the present time there is no Department of Public Works for 
the country, and such work as is necessary along these lines is being done by 
the German construction firm, "Govenco", which took over the first of this 
year when Baker Construction Co, stepped out. Most of their work is small 
building, such as houses, warehouses, etc,, for members of the Royal family 
and the » and & general maintenance progrem of such buildings, 
property, etc, Nothing along the lines of large general construction work has 
been done by either Baker or the present company. last year, Baker Co, did 
lay down an asphalt covering on one of the main streets of Jidda, but its 
present condition in places is almost impassable. 

f 


Prince Talal, Minister of Communications, under whose jurisdiction a 
Department of Public Works would come, is most anxious to have such a Department 
set up. 


Samat } 


You may rest assured that 
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foregoing paragraphs. I would indeed be pleased to talk with either Mr, 
Keleey or Mr. MacDonald for the purpose of finding out in what manner a 
similar program could be inaugurated here, In this connection, I shall cable 
Iraq inviting either one of these gentlemen to come to Jidda for this purpose, 


if they so desire, 


Prince Talal seems to have in mind great plans for a highway system through- 
out Saudi Arabia, We feel, however, that the actual construction work on such 
@ system should be carried out by the Government itself, rather than letting 
out contracts to various firms, and thereby save the Government a considerable 
amount of money, However, in order to carry out this plan they would need 
assistance from us in the way of a qualified highway engineer or engineers for 
the purpose of supervising, planning, etc. the work. It would be in thie manner 
that possibly some of the Saudi nationals could be trained to a limited extent 
in this type of work, having in mind their present educational background. If 
a plan similar to Irag could be adopted for this country under present conditions, 
it would, naturally, take care of their road building program, as well as any 
other public works which they might have in mind, Further, it would set up for 
them a real Department of Public Works for the entire country, 


In connection with the railway survey for the old Hejaz Railroad, we were 
approached by Prince Talal to ascertain if we could be of assistance in the 
rehabilitation of this line, I told them that if it were at all possible we 
would be glad to help them. This railroad is sponsored by a committee represent- 
ing the Moslem countries, and ite present members are from Jordan, Syria and 
this country. It seems, according to rumors being passed around, that there is 


considerable pressure being brought forth to restore this line, The only possible 


way that we could be of assistance in this matter would be the railway survey, 
as we would not be interested in its construction cost or work, I feel that it 
chet age edly Ae ndigec yet rage enad rogram standpoint to do this 


work along the 
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concerning this matter as per my letter of March 10, 


I shall keep you advised concerning these matters and give you the results 
of our discussion with either Mr. Keleey or Mr. MacDonald, 


Sincerely yours, 


Harland J, Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


HJCorson 
EFSinclair/pa 


d 


sinilar work will. be done in laying out their highway aysten, 


| 


"Dect Harland: 

“It appears that we have only our file copy of 
the airgran ‘from Baghdad referred to in this letter, 
Rather than hold up the letter while we procure an extra 
copy of the airgram I am sending the letter on to you and 
rill forward copy of the airgram with my next 


letter to you, a 43 | 
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Mr, Harland J, Corson 

Director, USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


I refer to that portion of your letter of February 10 regarding 
utilization of the million dollars authorized under special economic aid for 
the Abha-Taif road project, 


I have noted your mention of discussion with Norman Paul and others 
at the Istanbul Conference to the effect that these funds could best be used 
for "road planning and surveys", Further, that Using this approach FOA would: 


ae Do engineering on the roads of greatest interest to the 
Ministry of Communications; 


be Furnish the Ministry of Communications with equipment for a 
road materials testing laboratory; 


Ce Finance the cost of a survey of the abandoned Medina-Ma'an 
Railroad, 


With reference to item (¢) above I refer 4, my letter to you of 
February 2h, regarding the criticism received by Po, in connection with the pre= 
vious railway survey, RiyadhJidda, and the skepticism on the part of our tech- 
nical experts in FOA Transportation Division as to the wisdom of FOA sponsoring 
any other surveys of this nature in Saudi Arabia, 


In connection with the plan to do engineering on certain roads, as 
selected by the Ministry of Communications, we have had a good deal of experience 
with this type of work in the FOA program in Traq, The GOI asked USOM/T for 
technical assistance intheir PilD eg to assist them in the development of their 
Nationwide roadbuilding program, A leading firm of consulting engineers, Edwards 
Kelcey & Beck of New York was awarded a contract to provide the technicians, , 


Edwards, Kelcey & Beck have done an excel) ent Job in Iraq, working 
with the Bureau of Public Roads of the Iraq Government, I am enclosing a copy 
of the TCA contract with E, K. & B,, together with its amendments with the idea 
that it may be useful to you as a prototype. I am aigo enclosing a copy of an 
airgram, which is a report of USOM/I of the progress made in Iraq. 


Mr, Guy Kelcey of Edwards, Kelcey & Beck 4. ‘olng out to 
shortly, departing New York on March 13, He will ce tnapeitien ot te 
done by his firm in Iraq, I believe it would be Very helpful to you if Mr, Kele 
could visit Jidda to discuss the roads program with you and your staff, Such a 
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visit would have to be at his own expense, justified by interest in bidding on 
possible contracts, However, I am informing him of the type of work which is 
contemplated in Saudi Arabia and will leave the matter open, subject to your 
judgment as to whether a visit by Kelcey would be useful and whether he would be 
able to make the trip. He will arrive Baghdad about March 13 and can be contacted 
through Mr. Henry Wiens, FOA Country Director, His work in Iraq will require 
approximately three weeks, 


In talking with Mr. Kelcey he was not sure that time would permit a 
side trip to Jidda. However, he suggested that Mr, MacDonald, his Chief of Party 
in Iraq, was entirely familiar with the program and if it was agreeable with 
Mr, Wiens, Iraq Country Director, Mr. MacDonald might spend two or three days 
in Jidda working with you. Under any circumstances, if you feel such a visit 
would be helpful, Mr. Kelcey said either he or Mr, MacDonald, if a request were 
made by you to USOM/I, would come to Jidda for a few days. 


Reviewing the contemplated plans for implementing the roads program 
in Saudi, I am struck by the fact that, as outlined, these plans would encumber 
roughly one quarter of the million dollars which has been allocated, I have been 
rather disturbed by this, in view of the time element involved, and would appreci- 
ate hearing from you further regarding your detailed plans for utilization of the 
balance, 


Sincerely, 


\«4 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia & Africa Operations 


Enclosures: 
Copy of Contract 
Copy of Airgram 


cc: H,WHens, Iraq 
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THIRD AMBNDMENT 10 AGHERMEW? 
od 
THE UNITAD STATES OF AWeRICA 
AND 
MOWARDS, KBLCRY AND BECK 


The Agreenent No, 90G14581, detween the United States of America and 
Rdyards, Kelcey and Beek dated October 8, 1959, ae amended on Januery 5, 1953, 
and February 10, 1953, 1° further extended and amended, effective June 30, 1953, 
by the addition of the following new Article IX; 

WARTICLY IX 

Subject to 012 of the terns and conditions contained in this Agreement, 
the Contractor shall maintain in Irag until April 2, 1954, ite party of not 
lege than five competent engineers including a Chief Engineer, two Assistant 
Engineers, a Dridge Engineer, and a Director, Soile (Road) Laboratory, In 
addition to the compensation and paywents authorized to be made to the Con 
trector in other Articles of thie Agreement, in consideration of the 
Contractor's exteneion of the tern of performance pursuont to thie Article, 
TCA shall pay to the Contractor in, %, dollere a fee of $62, 700,00," 


FOR KDvARDS, KRLCHY AND ROK: FOR TH OOVERAMIT CF Tae 
UNITED STAURS OF AMMATCAS 





a —— 


 taaeaaamaiaal 
Clearances: Glick, Taggart, Fryer, Howell 


90014581 
SECOND AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT 
BEIWEEN 
THE UNITED STATZS OF AMERICA 
AND 
EDWARDS, KSLCEY AND BECK 


The Amendment of January 5, 1953, to the Agre2ment between the 
United States of America and Edwards, Kelcey and Beck, signed on 
October 8, 1952, Contract No. SCC-14581, providing for the development 
of the roads system in Iraq is hereby amended as follows: 


In item (2) of the Amendment, the word "two" is deleted and the 
word "three" is hereby added in lieu thereof, so as to read, in part, as 
follows: 


"(2) The first three sentences of paragraph A of Article II 
are deleted and the following is hereby added in lieu thereof:", 


FOR EDWAPDS, KELCEY AND BECK: FOR THT GOVERNM"NT OF THE 
UNITED STATES CF AMERICA: 


—/s/lavrence T, Beck  __/s/ Jonathan By Bingham 
February 10, 1953 Technical Gooperation Administration 


SCC-14581 


ALENDMENT TO AGREE: ENT 
BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA .. 
EDWARDS, KELCEY AND BECK =i‘ ESET HS ¢ 


The Agreement between the United States of Anerica and Zdwards, Kelcey and 
Beck, signed on October 8, 1952, Contract No, SCC-14581, providing for the 
development of the roads system in Iraq is hereby amended as follows: 


(1) There is hereby added to Article I of the Agreement the following.new 
paragraph: — 


"Z, In addition to the Engineering Party described in paragraph C of 
this Article, the Contractor shall employ and dispatch to Iraq a Director, Soils 
(Rord) Laboratory, who shall assemble the Soils Laboratory equipment to be pro~ 
cured by the Iraq Development Board, place such equipment in operation in Iraq, 
serve as a member of the Engineering Party, screen soils, test them to determine 
their actual content and "bearing" capacity, train nationals of Iraq in the use 
of the equipment and operation of the laboratory, and perform such other duties 
as the Chief of the Engineering Party may direct, The term of employment of the 
Laboratory Director shall extend for a period of one year from the date of his 
employment pursuant to this Amendment by the Contractor; except that TCA may 
extend the term of the Director's employment for an additional tvelve month term 
by giving written notice of such extension to the Contractor 30 days prior to 
expiration of the initial term of employment of the Director," 


(2) The first two sentences of paragraph A of Article II are deleted and the 
following is hereby added in lieu thereof; 


"In consideration of the Contractor's undertekings under this Agreement, 
the T0A shall pay to the Contractor in U, S, dollars a fee of $159,500,00 for the 
initial twelve month term of the Agreement, and for the services referred to in 
paragraph E of amended Article I of this Agreement, and a fee of $159,500,00 for 
the second twelve month term, if the Agreement is extended as provided in Article 
VIII and in paragraph B of amended Article I, If this Agreement should not be 
extended as provided in Article VIII, the TCA shall pay to the Contractor the 
additional sum of $20,250,00 for the return of personnel, families and personal 
effects of the Engineering Party described in paragraph C of Article I and in 
paragraph © of amended Article I of this Agreement, The annual fee of $159,500.00 
includes salaries, quarters and overseas allovances, transportation of all per 
sonnel and personal effects, and all other expenses of the Contractor under this 
Agreement with the exception of out-of-pocket expenses of personnel pursuant to 
their duties hereunder while in Iraq and expenses of replacement of personnel 
and families who, due to illness, force majeure, or act of God, are prevented 
from performing their duties hereunder, " 


(3) The next 
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(3) The next to the last sentence of paragraph AOf Article II is deleted 
and the following is hereby added in lieu thereof: 


"Payments of the annual fee to the Contractor under this Agreement sha? 
be made by the TCA on the basis of properly certified vouchers submitted to it b; 
the Contractor no oftener than monthly and accompanied by such supporting documen 
ag tho TCA may require," 


FOR EDWARDS, KELCBY AND BECK: FOR THE GOVIRIPRT OF ‘THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 


8 Kelce ' [s/ Stanley Andrews 


Administrator 
Jan 1 Technical Cooperation Admin} strabic 
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MEMORANDUM OF AGRES‘ENT made this 8th day of October, 1952, between the 
Government of the United States of America represented by the Technical Co- 
operation Administration of the Department of State (hereinafter. referred to 
as the "TCA") and Biwards, Kelcey and: Beck (hereinafter | referred to.as the 
Contractor"), a partnership with offices ami principal place of business at 
250 Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


WHEREAS, the Government of the United States of America, acting through 
the TCA pursuant to the Act for International Development (22 U.S.C. 1557). 
is prepared, as part of its technical, cooperation program with Iraq, under 
the provisions of the Point Four General Agreement for Technical Cooperation, 
the Public Works Program Agreement and.the bilateral project. agreement for . 
development of the roads system, with the Government of Iraq, to cooperate | |. 
with Iraq by providing technical assistance in the form of engineering advice 
and consultation in the development of a basic highway system in Iraq; and . 


MREREAS, the ‘TCA has determined that the. Contractor. is well qualified a 
to furnish such advice and consultation on its behalf, and that. utilization . 
of the Contractor's services will result in, the. most effective: utilization” 
of public and private personnel and facilities in carrying out. me Purppes, 
of ™ fas for International Devel opment in this. ‘Snsbamnes and ‘ 


‘THEREAS, the Contractor has indicated its willingness to turnin 8h 
hier wn constiltation; : 


wm; TWEREPORE, MB PARTIES HERETO AGRES AS FOLLOWS: Wik 
ARTICLE I 


he On behalt of the TCA and for the Oovermment of ‘Iraq, the Contractor 
shall render advice and assistance to the Department of Public Works of the 
Government of Iraq, the Central Development Board, and other relevant agencies 
of the Government of Iraq in the latter's project of modernization and devel- 
opment of its basic system of roads, Among other things, the Contractor shall: 


1. Execute reconnaissance surveys of the existing earth roads between 
Basra, Amara, Kut and Baghdad and the one between Baghdad and Kirkut; 


2. -Recommend locations of proposed new roads and advisable relocations 
of old ones; . 


3. Assist in preparation of plans and specifications, including 
quantities, qualities and types of construction materials necessary, for the 
construction and reconstruction of the roads in accordance with modern methods; 


4. Provide the 
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4. Provide the Department of Public Works or other agencies of the 
ent of Iraq with educational, on the job training, consultatory, and ~ 
'y services as well as actual assistance in the development of a modern- 
(rstem of roads; 
and tt! 
5. Furnish the Engineering Party, referred to in paragraph C of this 
le,:with the research, advisory, and technical facilities of its head- 
mers organization in the United States; 


6. Furnish the United States Director of Technical Cooperation for 
Iraq (hereinafter referred to as the "Director") a copy of all reconnaissance 
surveys, recommendations and plans, and specifications for. construction of 
roads, as well as periodic progress reports as shall be requested by the Director. 


B.:. The Contractor shall perform the above services pee to the in- 
spection and acceptance of the Director. 


C. Within four weeks after this Agreement enters into force, the Con- 
tractor shall dispatch to Iraq, and shall maintain in Iraq during the term of 
this Agreement, a party of not less than four competent Engineers including 
& Chief Engineer, two Assistant Engineers, and a.Bridge Engineer. Should ~ 
dispatch of the Engineering Party be delayed beyond four weeks from entry into 
force of this Agreement, the term of this Agreement. shall be extended by the 
period of such delay. The Contractor agrees to replace any member of the . 
Engineering Party upon the request of the TCA or the Government of Iraq. This 
party shall be under the direct personal supervision of one of the partners — 
who shall perform periodic inspections as necessary, not less than two, and make 
recommendations to the Chief Engineer concerning the execution of the services 
to the Iraqi Government. Upon return from each such inspection, the partner 
shall submit a report in quadruplicate to the TCA. 


D. It is agreed that the Contractor may be called upon to perform duties 
other than those specifically set forth herein which may be reasonably within 
the scope and purpose of this Agreement. 


ARTICLE II A 

‘Ae In consideration of the Contractor's undertakings under this Agree- 
ment, the TCA shall pay to the Contractor in U, S, dollars a fee of $138,500 
for the initial twelve month term of the Agreement and a fee of $138, 00° for . 
the second twelve month term if the Agreement is extended as provided in Article 
VIII, In addition, if this Agreement should not be extended as provided in 
Article VIII, the TCA shall pay to the Contractor 316,200 for return of per- 
sonnel, families and personal effects. The annual fee of $138,500 includes ~ 
salaries, quarters and overseas allowances, transportation of personnel and 
personal effects, and all other expenses of the Contractor under this Agreement 
with the exception of out-of-pocket expenses of personnel pursuant to their 
duties hereunder while in Iraq and expenses of replacement of personnel and 
families who, due to illness, force majeure, or act of God, are prevented from 
performing their duties hereunder. Reimbursement for the latter items of ex- 
pense will be made by the TCA after receipt of properly certified vouchers 


submitted no 
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submitted no oftener than nonthly and such other supporting documentation as 
the TCh may require. In the event, of recall of any member of the Engineering | 
Party by the Contractor. at the request of the TCA or the Government ‘of Tra, ‘the 
expenses of the recall and replacement shall be ‘paid by TCA if such recall is 
for. -gauses beyond. the control of tle Contractor and which the Contract or’ ‘Gould : i 
not reasonably have foreseen, The annual fee of $136,500 shall be paid“to the = ° 
Contractor in four equal installments. The first payment will bé made'as oon 
as practicable after the Engineering Party departs the United States for Iraq 

and the remaining three installments paid at three month intervals thereafter. ~~ 


ee 


Be The Administrator of the TCA and the Comptroller General of the United 
States or any duly authorized representative of either, until the expiration of 
three years after final. payment hereunder, shall have access to and the right 
to examine any directly resent books, documents, papers, and records ‘of ithe 
CORR TIER }. , P 


Cw. ‘within ninety. days. ‘after conclusion of the initial twelve months tern He 
of this’ Agreement, and within ninety days after conclusion of the second twelve” 
nonths tem if this Agreement is so extended, the Contractor shall submit to” the” 
Administrator of the TCA a comprehensive repent of its activities and operations ” 
henner’ ‘ 


ARTIC TI uy taaath ahat 


ta shall oust to arrange, om the bilateral project, agreapent sihidia: the 
Government of the United States of America.and the Government of Iraq in’ regard, 
to the roads project, for the furnishing to the Contractor by the Government of 
Traq of the following: 


1," Assistance’ in locating adequate housing.for.the Contractor's, engine- 
ering ‘party’and members' families in Baghdad or elsewhere as. the, accomplishment 
of the project’ requires, oereny the party be unable to locate mnenotng, Sayoven ve 
own resourcas: . 


2, Suitable office space for the enginesring party} 


3. Such assignments of personnel as are needed in order to edd out 
the undertakings of the’ Contractor ; , 


''he ‘Police protection:when and if required by, the: Contractor in, any ' 
area in Iraq: 


5, Suitable transportation for the members of the Contractor's 
engineering party in earryang out their duties hereunder; 


6. hocess £6, and prints of, any existing available serial photos * 
graphe,’ maps, or other data and information ahs to the 2 NY and fe 
system}: ‘ i 


% “the some treatment vith respect to taxes, customs “id ‘Amport aittes, 
service charges, investment or deposit requirements and currency controls for 
personnel of the Contractor, other than Iraqi personnel, engaged in ‘performing 


services under | 
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services under this Agreement and for funds, materials, and equipment introduced 
into Iraq by the Contractor and used in performing such services as is provided 
for personnel and funds, materials, and equipment of the Government of the United 
States under the terms of Article III section 2, and Article IV of the Point Four 
General Agreement for Technical Cooperation between the United States of America 
and Iraq signed at Baghdad on April 10, 1951, 


8, The exemption of the Contractor from all Iraqi corporate and business 
taxes applied to it solely by reason of its activities under this Agreement. 


“ARTICLE IV a 


Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, any dispute concerning a 
question of fact arising under this Agreesient which is not disposed of by agree- 
ment shall be decided by the Director, who shall reduce his decision to writing 
and mail or otherwise furnish a copy thereof to the Contractor. Within 30 days 
from the date of receipt of such copy, the Contractor may appeal by mailing or 
otherwise furnishing to the Director a written appeal addressed to the Adminis- 
trator of TCA, and the decision of the Administrator or his duly auihorl zed. rep- 
resentative for the hearing of such appeals shall be final and conclusive, If 
no such appeal is taken, within the time required, the decision of the Director 
shall be final and conclusive. In connection with any appeal proceeding under 
this clause, the Contractor shall be afforded an opportunity to be heard and to 
offer evidence in support of its appeal, Pending final decision of a dispute 
hereunder, the Contractor shall proceed diligently with the performance of the 
Agreement and in accordance with the Director's decision, 


ARTICIE V 


In the performance of work under this Agreement, the Contractor agrees not 
to discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because of race, 
creed, color, or national origin; and further agrees to insert the foregoing pro- 
vision in all sub-contracts hereunder except sub-contracts for standard com- 
mercial supplies or for raw materials, 


ARTICLE VI 


No member of, or delegate to, the Congress or Resident Commissioner shall 
be admitted to any share or part of this Agreement, or to any benefit that may 
arise therefrom; but this provision shall not be construed to extend to this 
Agreement if made with a corporation for its general benefit. 


ARTICI£ VII 


The Contractor warrants that no person or selling agency has been employed 
or retained to solicit or secure this Agreement upon an agreement or under- 
standing for a commission, percentage, brokerage, or contingent fee,. excepting 
bona fide employees or bona fide established commercial or selling agencies main- 
tained by the Contractor for the purpose of securing business. For breach or 
violation of this warranty, the Government shall have the right to annul this 
Agreement without liability or, in its discretion, to deduct from the contract 
price or consideration the full amount of such commission, percentage, brokerage, 
or contingent fee, 


ARTICIE VIII 
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ARTICLE VITI 


This Agreement shall enter into force on the date first set out herein, 
or the date that a bilateral project agreement for road and highway develop- 
ment is entered into between the Government of the United States and the Govern- 
ment of Iraq, whichever date is later, and shall remsin in force for a pericd 
of twelve months thereafter, plus any extended period provided for in Article I, 
paragraph C, unless previously terminated as provided below. The TCA may extend 
this Agreement for an additional twelve month term by giving written notice of 
such extension to the Contractor 30 days prior to expiration of the initial term, 
The TCA shall notify the Contractor promptly of the execution of the bilateral 
project agreement with the Government of Iraq and of the terms thereof. 


Termination of this Agreement shall be effective thirty days after one 
party's receipt of the other's notice of intention to terminate, In the event 
of termination at the option of either party, the Contractor shall be reimbursed 
for all expenses incurred and compensated for services rendered in pursuance of 
this Agreement to the date of termination. In the determination of the value of 
services rendered, the annual fee shall not necessarily be pro rated on a calen- 
dar year basis, but the fraction of the term in which the contract wes operative 
may be considered in fixing the value of services actually rendered, 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the 
day and year first above written, 


FOR EDWARDS, KELCEY AND BECK: FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA: 


-~/s/_Lawrence T, Bock __ Stanley Andr 
lawrence T, Beck, Partner Administrator 
Technical Cooperation Administration 
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As promised in our letter of March 2, 


FROM (Name or Organisation 
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SUBJECT: Tae Purpose and Accomplishments of the USOM Highway Mission to Iraq 
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| This report is in reply to the personal letter of Mr, Paul Taggart of - 
damary 12, 1954, whieh discusses the situation with respect to the hi 

mission in Iraq, With the first recomendation (advising and tenhiiogs USOM/Tragq 

ie in complete accord and the following account will indicate the nature and scope 

af the advising and training of qualified Iraqi which has been done by the US 

highway team, 


Upon the arrival of the highway team in early 1953 it was proposed by the 
Iraqi that the entire group take over the Hasra to Amara highway, a distance of 
165 kilometers, and that the US team make the survey, prepare plans and supervise 
construction, making this a model project to be followed later by the Iraq 
Government, 


The US team felt, however, that it should not be restricted to any one 
projeet, but should work with the heads of the Iraq highway department on their 
overall program as well as with their inm diate problems of organisation ani 
operation, 


The US team of 5 men could not possibly staff the engineering section of 
the Iyag Public Worke Department, but if it took over one project and did the 
work, the aceomplishments would be dissipated and not reflected in the broader 
astivities of the PWD, The real objective in Iraq would be lost. 


This view of participating in the over-all planning hold and the team vas 
moved inho offices next door to the Director General of Public Works and the 
Chief Engineer of Highways. After gaining their confidence and friendship, the 
VS team worked in close sooperation with the heads of the department and with 
their division engineers on thelr imuediate problems and plans for the establish 
ment of standard engineering practices in the highway department, 


There had never been a drafting room for highway engineering design in the 
PuD, and major ¢ontracts for roads were let without anything th spells 
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= During the following months there were developed standard methods for the 

preparation of plans according to the most advanced methods of engineering 

practice. A small building was completely remodeled and equipped as a modern 
room. The PWD purchased without restriction all necessary 

and supplies for this installation. 


Aetual work was started in the drafting room on Mareh 10, 1953, and an 
average of 25 Iraci personnel have been permanently assigned to this department. 
since that time, When location engineers completed a survey in the field, they 
brought their field notes to the central office, and along with their principal 
assistants, worked with men in the drafting room preparing working plans. In 
addition to the 25 permanent employees in the drafting room 37 additional men 
have worked there on various assignments for considerable periods, making a 
total of 52 Iraqi who have received training and instruction in a modern drafting 
room, 


The following is a list of projects completed or being prepared in the 
drafting section of the PWD since its opening in March, 1953: 


Description Length of Project Design and Drafting 
Per Cent 

Basra~Amara 165 kilometers 100% 
Baghdad~Ramadi 106.6 " 100% 
Hilla-Karbala kt 1008 
Shanifia-Shanifia Junetion 6 * 100% 
Bacuba-Mendeli 94 ” 100% 

Balad Rue~Bacuba-Mendeli. 31 " 40% 
Shaqlawa-lran-Gelli 5 " 80% 
Baghdad: Mahmdiya 5.6 8 100% 
Baghdad~Salman Pak 3.5 * 1008 
Baghdad~Bai ji 18,5 " 80% 
Nasiriya-Sule-al Shiokh 3 «Of Plans Seat shestea 
Calet Sikar al W es ‘. 
Mosul~Baiji Relocation R.R, Underpass 1.5 * 4on 
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Design and Drafting iat 


100% 
80% 


with the training in the drafting room there was instruction 
given by the US highway team in the use of the transit, level, hand levd, 
r, caleulating machines, slide rule and other instruments related to 


planimete 
highway engineering. 


Bagineers in Iraq were unfamiliar with standard methods of highway location 
and in the field kept notes on loose sheets of paper instead of in standard 
notebooks which could be preserved. Highway loeation has been of particular 
@onzern to this mission and one member of the US team spends considerable time 
in the field training survey parties. At present there are six Iraqi engineers 
eapeble of making location surveys without supervision. They have become 
familiar with standard engineering practices and are doing good work in the 


field. 


In addition to these 6 location engineers, the US team has 15 young Iraqi 
graduate engineers working on these survey parties in key position. They are 
learning to handle instruments, make notes and caleulations. 


Thies makes a total of 21 Iraqi engineering graduates who have been trained 
by the US highway mission, and who are now in the field gaining additional 


practical experience, 


Since Mareh, 1953, the following locetion surveys have been completed by 
the PW) under supervision and training by the US highway team: 


Degeription 
Baghdad Ramadi. 
Bacre-Amara 


Length Por Cont Complete 
106.6 kilometers 100% 
165.5 * 100% 
a 100% 
60 80 100% 
94 * 100% 
31.0 " 100g 


Paget, __—. bac De = 











Mosul-Baiji Reloeation RR. Underpass 1.5 " 


ewe gman 

ee) lana Fer, Cent, Complete a 
an nneieentomes 5.0 kilometers 108 
Baghdad-Mahmadiya 6 0C~«* sik 
Baghdad-Salman Pak 5 ae 
Raghaed- BS 6.5 =" 1008 
Nosiriye-Sule-al Shiokh 13.0 = vet 
naar 2.0 * 1008 

100% 
Baquba Shamiya 30 = soe 
Taze-Bridge Approash 1.0 shes 
Total 5il.0 iometers 

AiStiong) hetivition of the US Team 


The highway mission recommended to the Ministry the text of a law concerning 
speed, dimensions and weight of trucks and ears. The law has been passed ami 
is now in effect, 


pas 

The bridge engineer has worked closely with the engineers in the bridge 
department, both in the field and in the office. (ood results have been seeured 
go that a fairly large bridge program is under way, 


laboratory 
has been placed in operation, Many laboratory equipment items still are lacking, 
but of these have already been ordered by the Iraq PWD. Insofar as 
posaible with available equipment, training has progressed satisfactorily along 
the following lines: general laboratory procedures, ineluding not only testing, 
bat necessary paper work, preparation of reports, ete. soil survey sampling 
layoute, planning, and procedures; construction inspection, including 
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Ten Iraqi engineering graduates are permanently assigned to the laboratory 
where they are being trained by the US laboratory engineer. 


Right Iraqi engineering graduates are in the bridge department; there are 
$ division engineers each of whom has an assistant engineer; and with 62 in the 
drafting room 2] on survey parties, 10 in the laboratory, and 2 in the general 
office who have been assigned to wrk direetly with the US team, the total 
number of Iraqi engineers who have been trained and are continuing to receive 
instruction by the US highway mission is 119. 


The only interruption (re Reeommendation No. 7, the highway mission should 
original assignment) in the work of this highly professional team 
oveurred when on an absolutely temporary basin, Mr. Albert Love was loaned to 
the Ministry as Acting Chief Engineer; a time limit has been set when Mr. Love 
will return to the laboratory. The US highway mission is in a very good situation 
and will leave in Iraq an efficient and souml operating department, 


: 


bat been no formal request for such aid. If such a request does 
come, since USOM is so intimately involved in the highway program, it would not 
comply with the request. 


The point raised in Recommendation lio. 5, to disenss the matter with those 

sents a difficulty. Internally the point has been discussed, but 
since the question has not been raised officially, USOM is not in a position to 
with the Iraqi. A new request, asking for 8 engineers who patently 
would fill slots in the PWD has come to USOM, ‘The request will be turned down. 


al al 


that the highway team will contime its excellent, high 

rk, taining and advising the PWD, Having trained 119 Iraqi 
having demonstrated standard engineering practices and 
having introduced modern orgmisational plans, indicate that the objectives of 
USOM in Iraq are being carried out by the US highway team with notable success. 
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Oliver H, Ritehle 
Aeting Director 


Seuseeucsazenseseseuesasesuers® 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 
Embassy © Jidda 
March 29, 195) 
GONPIDENT IAL 
Mr. Pal F, Taggart 


Chief, IraqeSaudi ArabiaeLebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia & Africa Operations 


At a meeting I had yesterday with Shaiich Abdulatsia Sulainan, 
I 


Acting Deputy Minister of Finance, I inquired as to the status of 
the fertiliser plant project in which the Saudi Arabian Government 


had asked for additional information concerning specifications for 
this project, they had the situation rechecked by two engineering 
concerns, both of which came up with the same answer; that is, that 


basis. It would appear, therefore, that some months will pass before 
the Sautt covernent wilt be in a postin to tamu « nev Invitation 
Bids, 


Sincerely yours, 
Me i 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
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FOREIGN@DPERATIONS ADMINISTRATIQN 
Washington 25, D.C. 


“os March 1, 1954 
[ ) 
ONFIDENTIAL | K 


Mr. Harland J, Corso 
Director, USA Operations Mission to Saudi Ara bia 


c/o American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia > 
Dear Harland: 


I refer to your letter of February 14 regarding the proposed fertilizer 
plant project in Saudi Arabia, and in which you transcribe a memorandum which 
you have received from Garry Owen of ARAMCO. 


I appreciate the information contained in the memorandum from Mr, Owen, 
We have had a number of inquiries from various business firms who have become 
interested in this project, Although we have tried to be helpful in assisting 
these business people to obtain as much information as possible regarding the 
matter, we can only refer them to the Department of Commerce or to the Saudi 
Arabian Embassy. 


As mentioned in my letter to you of January 28, FOA has a contract 
With the National Academy of Sciences to make a survey and a report covering 
the usages of gas in Saudi Arabia, with specific reference to fertilizer and 
other industrial development, In that letter I also asked if you could forward 
a copy of the report of the UN specialist, Dr. K. K. Aalto, and I appreciate 
your cooperation in sending the report forward with your letter of February 10, 
We have placed the report in the hands of the NAS and I am informed by Dr.Manian 
that it will be of great help to them, 


The NAS is making progress with the survey report but it will be a 
number of months before its completion, On February 12 we sent to you USFOTO 
253 at the request of the NAS, requesting certain information regarding availa- 
bility of water in Saudi Arabia, Until the NAS survey is completed I believe we 
would be wise to discourage any undue optimism as to the ultimate possibilities 
of the fertilizer project, 


For your information, a number of the business people to whom we have 
talked, including Mr, Ralph D, Lamie, whom you know, have expressed the opinion 
that the Saudi call for bids on the fertilizer project is so vaguely and loosely 
drawn and so lacking in detailed specifications that no responsible American 
corporation would attempt to bid, 


If the foregoing proves to be the case and the Saudis receive no 
response to the present call for bids, you may wish to consider the advisability 
of discreetly influencing the Saudis to defer any further action with regard 
to the fertilizer project until the NAS report is available, 


Sincergly, 


Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Yast, South Asia, & Africa Operations 


BESSTITESassasTTIsssIstssISTsES 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy = Jidda 


Gon mata, March 30, 195% 


Mr. Paul Fy Taggart _ 
Chief, r banon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia & Africa Operations 
Foreign a ary Administration 

’ dD Cc, 


Dear Paul: 


I refer to your USFOTO 295, to your letter dated February 26th; 
also my cable to you, TOUSPO 372 «~ all pertaining to the Baker 
contract. 


TOUSFO 372 informed you that we have decided to cancel the Baker 
contract which expires the end of this month, our reasons being: 


1) Lack of drillers here; 

2) Uncertainty as to when over-all water development project 
under such economic aid will be executed, since it is now 
expected that the meeting of the Council of Ministers being 
held at Riyadh will not terminate for three or four weeks 
more, after which time the project agreement will have to 
be negotiated and executed, This may take som time, 


3) We feel that we "did not get our money's worth" in work 
accomplished during the past three months. 


Therefore, all arrangements with MiBaker, Incarporated will end 
March 3lst. Arrangements have already been made with MiBaker/Jidda for 
retuming those American employees who have been under contract with us. 


Sincerely yours, 


| Ms, cam 


Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arable 
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FOREI )PERATIONS ADMINISTRA 
fas x +] Washington 25, D.C. 


< February 26, 1954 
CONFIDENTIAL h 1 yy 


Mr, Harland J, Corson 
Director, USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Embassy We 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


We sent out yesterday the cable authorizing you to extend the existing 
Baker contract for one months The cable only went forward after a strenuous 
hassle with the FOA legal and contract people. These gnetlemen were extremely 
critical of the contract itself, contending that it was loosely drawn and did 
not specify clearly what the contractor was required to do; that the costs were 
unduly high, etc. Also, we were unable to furnish any report of what the Baker 
people had actually done during the past two months, under the contract. 


We pointed out the emergency nature of the whole operation, together 
with the fact that the contract was drawn up in the field, without the assistance 
of a battery of legal talent, such as is available here, It was difficult, however, 
to explain the late receipt of the contract for Foa/il study, in view of the fact 
that it was signed on January 25, 


The legal and contract staff were emphatic that they would not approve 
any further extension of the present contract. However, if you can furnish us 
with detailed specifications and cost factors and justification why, in parti- 
cular, the Saudis should not pick up the check as they have heretofore for the 
continuation of these drilling activities, FOA/W may ask for bids and let a con- 
tract for this work. This must be done here, however, through the regular FOA/W! 
channels and procedures, due to the lerislative restrictions on contracts, To 
obviate a break in operations, since the present contract expires March 31, we 
will have to have full specifications and information soonest, 


For your information, we have been informed by the local Baker 
representative, Mr. Sam Morrow, that the Baker Company, on its part, also feels 
that any more short-term extensions would not be to their advantage and would 
not justify their keeping the drillers in Arabia. 


Sincerely, 


el, 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia, and Africa Operation 


f —- _ MICHAEL BAKER, JR., INC. (pao~ 
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TI341/0T686 ROCHESTERPENN 153/151 1/51 16 1534 

LT MIBAKER JEDDAH 

CJ 40 AWALT RE WATER RESOURCES CONTRACT WE HAVE HAD MEBTING WASHINGTON WITH 
ED PIERCE PAUL TAGGART AND GENERAL COUNSEL WHO ADVISE THAT THEY REQUESTED 
DETAILS AND FACTS FROM CORSON SFVERAL WEEKS AGO REFERENCE THE CONTRACT AND 
THIS HASNT BEEN SENT AND WITHOUT IP THEY CANNOT REPEAT NOT NEGOTIATE A CONTRACT 
BITHER TEMPORARY EXTENSION OR LONG TERM STOP LIKEWISE ADVISE THAT THEY WILL 
NOT PERMIT CORSON TO EXEND TEMPORARY CONTRACT STOP IP MUST EIGHER BE LONG 
TERM CONTRACT PEPORE MARCH 31 OR NONE AT ALL WNTIL THEY GET FULL DETAILS 

STOP THERRPORE WE PERL WE ARE CAUGHT IN MIDDLE AND UNABLE TO PROPERLY SERVICE 
EVEN A TEMPORARY CONTRACT AND HAVE NOTIFIED TH®M WE MUST LEAVE JEDDAH MARCH 32 
MMMM «AT END OF CONTRACT STOP PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY OUR MEN AND CORSONS 
OFFICE THEREFORE OF CLOSING OF CONTRACT WORK MARCH 31 AND ADVISE THIS OFFICE 


THAT THIS HAS PEEN DONE 
MIBAKER 


Re'cd 17 March 1954 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


OFFICIAL = INFORMAL 
UNCLASSIFIED March 29, 1954 


Mr, Paul F, Taggart 

Chief, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

Washington 255 D.C, 


Dear Paul: 


Some three or four months ago we submitted an application for Abdul 
Jalil Abdul Jawad for training in income tax procedure through the means 
of an FOA Type C Training Grant. Last year, arrangements were made for 
Mr. Ahmed Jamjoun, another official in the income tax division of the Saudi 
Arabian Government, to secure training in the United States, Mr, Jamjoun 
is presently in training at Harvard University, fis training program was 
worked out in cooperation with the officials of Aramco and their Washington 
office, At that time it was determined that, as soon as Mr, Jamjoun concluded 
his training and returned to Saudi Arabia, his colleague, Mr. Jawad, would be 
sent to the States to take his place in a similar training progran. 


It is our understanding that Mr. Jamjoun has made an outstanding record 
is training efforts, We are just as confident that Mr. Jawad will do 
equally as well, if not better, fp tha eens Pog Mg De with 
hes Feayedlycocge Rapes: mg experience, equally as personable and 

in addition has been rather active in public affairs of the country, He has 
been a member of the Jidda Commercial School Commission and was to a large 
degree responsible, along with others, for its organization and conduct, 

He is definitely an outstanding Saudi, 


Mr, Jawad's application for the Type C Training Grant hae been prepared 
in close collaboration with Aramco whose employees are more directly affected 


S 
- 


We have heard nothing from Mr. Jawad's application since its submis- 
sion and we are beginning to wonder if it has been lost or if it has not 
yet been considered, In view of the rather exacting scheduling arrangement 
necessary to handle this case satisfactorily in cooperation with the 


government and all other agencies concerned, we are very anxious to have 
finalization of his departure date at the earliest moment. I am wondering, 


therefore, if you will not be kind enough to follow this matter through to 
a successful conclusion at the earliest possible moment to the end that we 
may be able to make the necessary arrangements for Mr, Jawad's departure 
as presently planned, 


Sincerely yours, 


Harland J, Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabla 


Attachment 


Harland J, Corson 
RDDolley/pa 


Jiddeh, Saudi Arebie 
21 March 1954 


ABDUL JALIL ABDUL JAWAD 
iA, 


MEMORANDUM FOR DOCTOR ROBERT D. DOLLEY: 


Pursuant to your suggestion, there is presented here- 
with a tentetie proposal scheduling e year's Stateside training 
and education for FOA candidate Apdul Jalil Abdul Jewad, Chief 
Accountant of the Department of Zakat and Income Tex, Ministry 
of Finance, Jiddah, Saudi Arabia. The program offered below 
ie oriented toward studies in the fields of accounting and in- 
come taxation, which are pertient to the duties performed by 
Abdul Jalil in his present position. Major emphasis has been 
placed on the practical aspects of administration, combined in- 
sofer as feasible with an introduction to policy problems in 
the taxation of international commerce. It will be noted that 
the proposals represent a modification of the program now being 
followed by Abdul Jalil's colleague, Ahwed Jamjoun, who is cur- 
rently finishing an exceedingly profitable year of FOA sponsored 
training in the United States. Most of the changes from the suc- 
cessful pattern established by Jamjoun merely recognize that 
Jalil's English is neither so fluent nor bis academic preperation 
as extensive as Janmjoun's, 


Phase I - 17 June to 15 August 19543 


If present plane are carried through, Jalil will arrive 
in Washington on Thursday, 17 June. After preliminary contacts 
with POA it 18 expected that he will be assigned to Doctor 8. Mc- 
Kee Rosen of the Bureau of the Budget, who will function as Jalil's 
generel mentor throughout his Stateside sojourn. Doctor Rosen is 
familiar with the aims and needs of trainees in Jalil's field and 
situation, He is also in a splendid pesition to guide Jalil in 
formating a program which will take advantage of the most suit- 
eble opportunities in the way of courses, tours and practical ap- 
wenticeship projects currently available. During the ensuing two 
months it is envisioned that Jalil might: 


1. Attend the lecture series given by FOA to 
introduce foreign students to American 
history end Government. 


2. Acquire @ survey-knowledge of U.S. revenue 
sources and budgetery procedures, 


2. 


3. Participate in guided tours of the Treasury 
Department and Internal Revenue Service. 


4, Teke a few weeks of in-service practical 
training with the headquarters eudit steff 
of the Internal Revenue Service. 


During this period Jalil would have e chance to acclimate 
himself, polish his English, end perhaps make an expedition to the 
U.S. under the auspices of the Saudi delegation. 


Phase II ~ 15 August 1954 to 31 January 1955: 


Jalil will proceed to Cambridge, Mass., to join the Har- 
vard Law School Program in Internationel Texation. Doctor Rosen 
and FOA both have connections from past cooperation with Professor 
Surrey of Harvard Lew School, who is in charge of the International 
Tax Program, so that no transitional difficulties should be involved; 
and the mechanics of making this transfer are well-known to all. 
For about a month Jalil will join with other foreign students, in- 
cluding several from the Middle East, in a preliminary gourse given 
jointly by Harvard Lew and Business Schools, and designed to equip 
people of e diversity of origins with an English vocabulary 
to cope with the technical terminology of the business, accounting 
and tex fields During this time Jalil will meet his tutors (es- 
sistents to Professor Surrey) and will wake arrangements for his 
curriculum during the forthcoming sewester. Except for a lecture 
series and a seminar which are the heart of the International Tax 
Progrem, Jalil will be at liberty to select the studies which are 
most interesting and helpful to him. For example, these might in- 
clude elementary courses in Corporate Accounting and Public Finence. 
Ahmed Jemjoun has already described Jalil's qualificntions and 
limitations to the staff of the Internetional Tax Program; and 
they have given assurances that courses of an appropriate level 
and content will be available so thet Jalil will not find himself 
in over his head, 


One of the greatest benefits which will accrue fron 
Jalil's experience at Harvard will be rubbing shoulders with 
nen from assorted netions who face administrative and policy 
problems in texation similar to those Jelil deals with in Arabia. 
This should lead him to « broader understanding of the complex 

ies of the flow of world commerce end the descisive 
influence of taxation on international trade. 





Phase -1 to 31 ; 


Reverting again to Doctor Rosen's particular supervision 
(probably following lines indicated by the International Tax Pro- 
gram staff), Jalil can teke up s more intensive schedule of in- 
service training. This might comprise a month each of practical 
work: (1) with the Audit Division of one of the Intrnal Revenue 
Districts in Texas (because of the importance of oil in that state); 
(2) with the Collector's Office in a metropolitan area; (3) with 
the Fielé Examining Group in one of the smaller Regional Offices 
of the Internal Revenue Service, and (4) with the Central Admin- 
istration of the Canadian Income Tex in Ottawe. These would acqueint 
Jalil with methods and techniques which he might later adapt to 
Arebia. They would also give him a cross-section of the sdminis- 
trative structure of texted tax systems. 


Before returning to Jiddah in mid-June of 1955, Jelil 
would revisit Washington to render a report to Doctor Rosen and 
FOA, and submit his experiences to interested parties for appraisal 
and future reference, and to receive such tie-in or pull-together 
summary instruction es might be deewed appropriate for hin. 
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x USFOTO CIRCULAR A 


The NY TIMES is conducting a country-by-country survey of 
technical cooperation programs through their foreign correspondents. 
We understand that each correspondent will be asked to submit a country 
report aimed primarily at a general evaluation of the progress to date 
indicating the contribution the programs have already made to the well 
being of the people of the country. The correspondents will be asked 
to m ascertain whether any projects have failed, whether any projects 
have been developed and then pigeon-holed, whether there has 
, effect on private investment, and the degree of coordination 
in which more tha one is operating. ‘he correspondents will be 
asked to summcize the attitude of the people and of the leaders towards 


technical cooperation programs. 
The correspondents a will be asked to make their reports colorful 
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cooperation program. we hope that each mission will cooperate to the 
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OOOO TOKAI KIAKAKKKKKAAR 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 
OFFICIAL = INPORMAL Mareh 29, 1954 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Mr. Paul F, Taggart 


Chief, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

Washington.25, D. C. 


Dear Paul: 


We were prepared to cable you concerning the advice contained in 
your USFOTO A-83 of March 3; however, it was decided that it would be more 
desirable to discuss the matter referred to in this communication through 
the means of a letter, 


We would like to request reconsideration of the three mentioned 
applicants, particularly Bakur Abbas Khomais whose training program, though 
different from the routine training arrangements currently svadiable through 
our Washington organization, should be implemented as recommended, We are 
conscious of the fact that the applications of Murshid and Iazee could be 
considered less desirable than other candidates whose applications we have 
submitted, Their personal characteristics and the knowledge of the situation 
se it exists in Saudi Arabia has tipped the balances in favor of our decision 
to submit the applications of these two latter individuale, We believe that, 
should our recommendations in connection with these two men be followed, the 
results will be beneficial because we know them and their personal qualities 
which set them apart fron many of the Saudi Government employees, 


In the case of Mr. Khomais, his training program has been very very 
carefully considered, both from the standpoint of personal qualities and 
characteristics as well as to the service thet he will be called upon to 
render upon his return to Saudi Arabia, fie is not an ordinary candidate, 
nor is this an ordinary training request. We have recommended his application 
and Mr. Khomais very highly and would like to reiterate our convictions with 


the Division of Education, His full salary and amount to 
900 Riyals per month and are paid by the Saudi Government, His office 
with the Division of Education, fis efforts in interpreting, translating 
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organization, the SAMS gold mining corporation, has given hin —o 
of experience that few Saudi Arabians have, particularly on thie side of 
the country. Aside from this background, he is a man of high motives and 


ideals, pleasing personality, impeccable in his attire, with a real objective 
in life, We have considered him one of our finest prospects for training in 


the United States, He has attended evening classes in the Comercial School 
sponsored by our Mission ever since the organisation of the school. In 
addition, he has supported it, promoted it, and otherwise been of extreme 
service in making our efforts a constructive reality in connection with this 


project. 


His training program has been reconmended in the light of conditions 
with which thie government is currently faced in the transaction of its 
rapidly increasing business, As you probably know, all secretarial and 
clerical assistance in Saudi Arable are males, lio women are employed in any 
of the government offices or for that matter in any of the government activities, 
This means that the volume of clerical work in the government agencies has to be 
performed by men and currently by men whe have no conception of modern methods 
and training barely above the level of Arabic writing ability, Aside from the 
typewriter, there are few, if any, modern mechines used in the transaction of 
government business, We are attempting to give training on some modern busi- 
ness machines in our Commercial School and employers have in many instances 
purchased modern machines which stand idle because of the inability of their 
employees to run them or to understand the value of their services in the 
discharge of the business of their offices, 


These modern business machines are going to be amplified in the Comer~ 
cial School but again we find our efforts inhibited because we have no one 


ability in the government offices is beyond description, 


Mr. Khomais, above all others, has been selected because we feel he has 
the capacity to acquire the skills in the use of these modern machines and 
not only to trainees but in the improve- 
is conce in th 
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present contractual arrangement with AUB precludes the possibility of this 
University being of any assistance whatsoever in the training program as 
far as Saudi Arabia is concerned, Until changes have been made in the 
present arrangement for assistance through AUB, we are prevented from using 
any of their instructional facilities; however, even though it were possible 
to send Mr, Khomais to AUB, their facilities to give the kind of t 

that we are requesting are completely inadequate, We feel that thie 
program, though it does not fit directly within the purview of some government 
agency's training schedule, deserves more than perfunctory consideration, 
We feel that such training as we have requested is available through private 
schools in Washington or New York and that arrangements for Mr. Khomais' 
training through these private schools could be made with relatively little 


difficulty, 

Tt might be that, rather than referring to this training program as 
one of public administration to be handled by the Bureau of the Budget, the 
program might be more appropriately considered as an educational program to 
be handled through the U.S. Office of Education. 


We earnestly solicit your reconsideration of Mr. Khomais' candidacy 
and early advice concerning your decision, 


Yours sincerely, 


Harland J. Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
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TATS 

MEP The referenced eirgrams sutmitted, in order listed, the | 
JIMA 3 applications of the subjects for training in various fields of 


public administration. 


After review of the applications and careful appraisal of the 
educetion and work-experience background of the applicants, Fos/w 
. does not consider them sufficiently qualified for treining in 
20 administration in the United States at this time. ‘The applications 
for this purpose ere, therefore, rejected. 


It is suggested, however, that the applicants should be 
considered for inter-country training, possibly in Cairo or at 
the Anerican University at Beirut. If training is desired on 
this basis, and after tentative arrangements for such training 
have been made by USOM, FOA/W will issue necessary training 
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to your letter of March 1, concerning improvements to Gizan 


Harbor: 


I feel] that the proper way to approach this matter is to negotiate a 
single contract with a reputable firm of engineers to make a survey of the 
harbor requirements and prepare specifications covering all improvements as 
are deemed necessary at this time, It is quite possible that such a survey 
could be made for approximately $50,000 or less; thus, the balance of the 
$100,000 allocated for this project could be contributed towards the actual 


cost of the improvements. 
When this survey has been finished, then bids could be asked for from 


various construction firms to cover the actual construction work. In this way 
our FY/54 SEA funds for this project could be obligated prior to June 30 next, 


In talking this matter over with the Assistant Deputy Finance Minister, 
he agreed that the plan set forth above was in accord with the manner in which 


he wished to handle this project, 

The only information available regarding this harbor is a report made by 
PAO, among other matters, under date of April 12, 1953, copy of the extract 
from this report covering Gisen Harbor being attached for your information, 


We are, however, inclined to feel that the price of $50,400 as set up in this 
extract is somewhat low for the work outlined when all factors attributed 


thereto have been finally settled, 
We shall be glad to call upon Mr. Crooks if it is felt that a trip down 


HJCorson 
EFSinclair/pa Serko’ Cor 
. on 
Director 


USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arable 
Enclosure 


EXTRACT FRO. /AO REPORT DATED April 15, 195. 


"The Jigan Harbor: 
Cost Estimate ----—- 18,000 Pounds Sterling, or $50,400 


The above figures were based on an estimated cost of making some simple 
and rapid improvements in the harbor, It was felt that these simple improvements 
would afford the quickest benefits and would be sufficient to cope with the 
immediate needs, From a preliminary survey of the harbor area, there 
to be possibilities of constructing a jetty from local limestone rock found 
near Jizan City. Point 127 on the enclosed sketch is a drilling location of the 
U.S. Geological Survey, at which limestone was found in the core samples, 
Another location of limestone is near the north gate of the City which is shown 
on the sketch) It would be necessary to make tests with the Limestone to deter- 
mine its suitability as a material for constructing the jetty. It my be 
possible to use the limestone in its quarried form as rock to build the pier. 

If the limestone is of a poor quality, it still may be possible to use it by 
crushing it and mixing with cement to make reinforced boxes, which could be 
filled with suitable material, sealed, and sunk into the proper place for con- 
struction of the jetty. If the limestone is of a very poor quality, it will 
not be possible to use it at all, In this case it would be necessary to build 
a pier, using timber or other piling, 


The order of work should be: 

1. Selection of a suitable site in the Jizan Harbor for the construction 
of either a jetty or a pier, The selection should be made after a careful survey 
of the depths of the harbor and the adjacent coast line,north and south, After 
the survey, a plan of the harbor should be drawn, which would show the site of 
the jetty, location of bouys which mark the lane of approach, and the depth 
markers, The pier or jetty site should be selected to assure the maximum possible 
ease of entry and exit to the jetty from land. 


2. Determine the suitability of the limestone for use as a material for 
constructing the jetty, 


3. If the limestone be suitable, open one or two quarrics at the sites 
shown on the sketch, and begin quarrying, after roads are laid out from the 
harbor site of the pier to the quarry, it is estimated that it would be necessary 
to transport the limestone over these roads for a distance of one and one-half to 
two kilometers, 


4. Begin construction of the jetty, It was originally intended to make 
the top of the jetty 6) meters wide and extend the jetty for a distance of 500 
meters from the shore line into the harbor, The estimated average depth of the 
jetty would be 1) meters, This would enable a ml craft to transport 25 to 30 
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CONF DENTIAL 


Mr. Paul F. Taggart 

Chief, Saudt Arabia, Lebanon, Syria Division 
Near Eaet, Asia and Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 

Washington 25, D. C, 


Dear Paul: 


We sent a cable several days ago urging the extension of the training 
program for our five telephone trainees in the States, This cable was 
inepired by advice from the office to the effect that an extended training 
program could not be firmed up beyond May 1; that there was some difficulty 
in securing the cooperation of the telephone companies in carrying forward 
this training program as recommended by our Mission and by the Ministry of 
Communications, under whose sponsorship these trainees will be employed upon 
their return to Saudi Arabia, because apparently the Saudi Arabian Government 
had decided to use other than American-made equipment in their new telephone 
installations, 


At the time these trainees were sent to the States, there was no intim- 
tion that their training was in any way connected with a prospective contract- 
ual arrangement with the Automatic Telephone Company under whose sponsorship 
they were subsequently placed, The Ministry of Communications, incidentally, 
was established as a separate and distinct part of the government after these 
trainees were sent to the States, The new Minister of Communications was 
very much interested and pleased that five Saudis were being trained in tele- 
phone techniques in the States and asked at that time that their training be 
extended for a period of two years because he was certain that their back- 
ground was not sufficient to make it possible for them to profit to the 
greatest extent from one year of training experience, It now developes, 
after many commnications with our Washington office urging the extension of 
these training programs, that because the Automatic Telephone Company has 
failed to follow up its opportunities to bid on the various installations in 
the country, it is felt that cooperation cannot be secured beyond May 1 to 
handle the training of these five men, 


We regret that this element has been injected into this training 
tion because the field has never been aware of the Automatic Telephone Company's 
personal interest in this training program and certainly it has not been 
item of consideration in the mind of the Minister of Communications, To 
placed in the position of having to explain to the Minister at this tine 


we are unable to continue the training in accordance with his request of 
more than six months ago, because the entire equipment being used in 
installing the telephone systems in Saudi Arabia was not purchased from the 
Automatic Telephone Company, forces our Mission into virtually an indefen- 
sible situation and will imnediately indicate to the officialdom of Saudi 
Arabia that all of USAOM activities are motivated for ulterior purposes, 


We are very conscious of the problems that some of our trainees have 
created for our Washington colleagues; howover, these problems are almost 
exclusively confined to the original trainees sent to the United States, 
These original trainees were sent because of the inadequacies of the Mission 
in Saudi Arabia which made it virtually mandatory to process the applications 
of the original group in order to comply with il] advised commitments made 
to the Saudi Arabian Government officials, The trainees sent after these 
original applicants were accepted have made better than an average record 
for themselves, We are proud of the work they are currently doing and the 
benefits which have resulted from these favorable reports, ve would dislike 
very much to have our efforts nullified by the lack of vision or prejudice 
that might preclude extending the training program of these five telephone 
trainees in accordance with the many requests we have made, 


We are inelined to feel that these trainees have profited far beyond 
the estimates of our training officials in Washington. We know how little 
they had in the way of knowledge and background upon which to start. 

Through correspondence with them individually from time to time, we cannot 
help but feel that they have just now reached the place where they can derive 
the greatest benefit from an extension of their training schedule, The 

Saudi Arabian Government has made an investment in these five people far in 
excess of the investment so far of the United States Governnent, The rela- 
tively omall investment that may be required to keep these young men in 
training under the circunstances should not be an item of najor consideration, 
We hope that every effort will be put forth to continue these Saudis in 
training for the full two year period in accordance with the request of this 
Mission and that of the Ministry of Communications, 


We are enclosing a letter from one of the trainees under date of 
March 12 which typifies recent communications that we have received fron 
the other trainees and which indicates, at least in part, the 
and progress these men have made during their brief stay in the States, We 
feel that the training situations in which they are currently placed are 
ideal and should be continued, If it is definitely determined that our 
requests in this connection are not going to be granted, your immediate advice 
by cable to that effect is requested to the end that we may not be delayed 
longer than necessary to advise the Minister of Communications of the deter- 
minations reached, This kind of advice, of course, we are sure will create 
problens for our Mission that can hardly be overcome, 


Sincerely yours, 


Harland J, Corson, Director 


HJCorson USA 
RDDoLey/pa Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
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Referring convarantfaTaguart et Keleey regarcting side 


trip Jidda, I would like discuss several projects with Keleey or 


MacDonald if convenient elther come to Jidda soon, Advise, 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy - Jidda 


March 29, 195) 

PERSONAL 
Mir, Paul Fe Taggart 
Chief, I aeLebanoneSyria Division 
Near East, South Asia & Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D. C. 
Dear Paul: 

I was delighted to note from your letter oe ee 
(recently received here) that you are wrking hard on ge - 


trip to this part of the world, Nothing would please me more 
and I am sure that all the staff here joins 

have you visit with us so that you can see 
tions are here, "where we are trying 
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Since mentioned that there is a question as to whether 
or not has funds available for such a trip, I 
there was any way that such a trip could be financed by this Mis- 
sion, but was told that that is out of the question, 


i i 
Director 


USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabig 
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Mr, Harland J, Corson 
Director, USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Enbassy 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia \ 


Dear Harland: 


Reference is made to your letter of January 31, 1954. 
You are correct, we have often wondered why we have not heard from 
you oftener, we are fully aware of the shortage of staff and various 
problems with which you have had to contend, 


I have been extremely anxious to get to the field, and 
particularly to Saudi Arabia, to obtain*first-hand view of the Countries 
for which I am responsible and to evaluate and confer with the various 
Country Directors on their programs and activities, One thing and 
another has delayed this field trip. I am still pressing for such a 
trip. How soon it can be accomplished, if at all, I will not know 
until Norman Paul returns from his present tour, I received the sad 
news yesterday that FOA is practically completely out of travel money, 
if that is true, even though the work is such that I could leave it 
for a field trip, the question arises as to whether or not funds 
could be made available for such a trip. I sincerely hope that 
arrangements may be possible but I should not want to hold out any 
hope that I will be in Saudi Arabia in the immediate future, 


Sincerely, 


Sat 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia & Africa Operations 


SOO om wee = me renee 


USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAWI ARABIA. 


American Embassy - Jidda 


April 13, 195) 


tter dated February 25th relative to the 
contract. 
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I will write you further in this connection at a later date, 


Sincerely yours, 





y 


~  FOREIGN@PERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Washington 25, D.C. 


February 25, 195) 


Mr, Harland J, Corson (W4 t| [3 


Director, USA Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 

c/o American Enbassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: \ \ 


Among a number of items mentioned in your letter of 
February 10 was an inquiry as to the present status of the FOA/USGS 
contract. 


I regret to say that the situation in this regard has 
undergone little change since we cabled you on February 3, We are 
still awaiting the settlement of the over-all FOA-Department of the 
Interior Agreement, which must precede any FOA agreements with 
individual bureaus such as USGS, 


I appreciate very much your suggestion that you and 
Glen Brown try to work out a proposed agreement, based on conditions 
as you see them in Jidda. This is an excellent suggestion and if 
you and Glen can come up with such a draft and let us have a copy 
it would enable us to expedite action when the over-all FOA-Interior 
Agreement is finalized, 


Sincerely, 


xe 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Fast, South Asia and African Operations 


FOREQN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Washington 25, D.C. 


umint STATES OF AmMICA March 23, 1954, 


Mr, Harland J, Corson 

Director, USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


Reference is made to your letter of March 10 regarding 
methods of implementation of the cooperative service type agreements, 
As suggested in last paragraph of your letter, I am submitting a copy 
to the FOA Controller for any further comments he may have to make on 
this subject. Any such comments will be forwarded to you immediately, 


t is to be hoped that the budgetary procedure planned by 
the SAG, which is outlined in another letter just received from you 
(also of March 10) will result in more effective use of the SAG oil 
revenues, As you point out, the crucial matter, as far as we are con 
cerned, is the amount to be allotted and spent by the Saudis for 
developmental projects, 


It is an encovraging factor that the plan of establishing 
a Development Board to administer such funds is going forward. One 
need only look to the example of Iraq, another Near Eastern country 
which enjoys considerable revenues from oil royalties, to foresee what 
could be accomplished in Saudi Arabia by the effective functioning of 
such a Board, I will appreciate receiving from you the final SAG 
budget figures approved by the Council of Ministers and any further in- 
formation regarding the organization of the Development Board, 


Sincerely, 


ra 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia & African Operations 
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Sincerely yours, 


Harland J, Carson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
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| CONFIDENTIAL An y ; 
Mr. Harland J, Corson 

Director, USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 

c/o American Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: \Me 


I refer to your letter of February 1 regarding your discussion with 
Mr, Fred Zahid on the subject of a possible survey of the old Medina-Ma'an 
railway route, 


We have been gratified here to receive your reports of the good 
reception accorded the report on the recently completed Riyadh-Jidda survey, 
It is our understanding and that of the State Department that the Saudis, from the 
King on down, feel that an excellent job was done by the FOA contract agent, 
International Ungineering Company, However, for your informtion, FDA has been 
subjected to quite a barrage of criticism for sponsoring and paying for this 
survey. A recent article in the Saturday Evening Post on the Damman-Riyadh 
railroad mentioned the fact that the Riyadh-Jidda survey was being made by FOA. 
Although barely mentioned, it created a rather startling crop of letters from 
all over the country asking, in effect, "Why should the American taxpayer foot 
the bill for such a survey when the Saudi Arabians enjoy a very large income 
from oil royalties?" While we have had no formal inquiries from Congressional 
sources, as yet, we have received a number of telephone inquiries from the Hill 
on this sam subject, 


We have managed to parry the above mentioned inquiries but the fact 
remins that our own technical experts in the FOA Transportation Division are 
quite skeptical as to the wisdom of our entering into this Medina-Ma'an survey, 
Their questions appear to boil down, roughly, to the following: (a) Why a 
second survey when the Saudis are unable to furnish convincing proof that they 
are financially able to carry out construction? (b) What use are the Saudis 
making of the first survey, Riyadh-Jidda, admittedly an excellent job? 

(c) What evidence is there to support the premise that the Medina-Ma'an rail- 
road is economically desirable? 


In full recognition of the fact that you are faced with a definite 
request on the part of the Saudis to arrange for the Medina-Ma'an survey and 
that a preliminary study has already been undertaken by Mr. Sinclair, Glen 
Brown and others, I would suggest that you consider this matter very carefully 
before making any final commitment to the SAG, 


Sincerely, 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Fast, South Asia & African Operations 
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Mrs Paul P. Taggart 
Chief, Iraq, Sandi Arabia, Lebanon, Syria Division 


Washington 25, D. C, 


Dear Paul: 
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Should the FOA Controller have any further caments to make re- 
garding the above statements, I shall be very happy to receive then, 


Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
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Ga Ypo 
Mr. Harland J, Corson 


Director, U.S.A, Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 

c/o American Tnbassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 

Dear Harland: 


As you know, the subject of the cooperative service type of 
agreement has been discussed in several of our communications, Your use 
of this type of agreement was, of course, approved by USFOTO 194 dated 
January 8, In this connection I am sure you will find interesting and 
useful the following comments which have been made by the FOA Controller 
on this type of agreement, based on your letter of November 28, 


"I can appreciate the difficulty which Mr. Corson has in making 
sure that the Saudi Arabian government will have the cash at hand and 
be willing to spend it to implement jointly agreed upon projects as 
activity on the projects progresses, I do not think, however, that 
Mr. Corson's proposal is an entirely satisfactory way of meeting the 
problem, 


"As I understand Mr, Corson's suggestion, he contemplates that 
when a project is agreed upon, all the funds committed by the U.S., 
as well as all of the funds which the Saudi government proposes to 
spend on the project, would immediately be deposited in a commercial 
bank account, While Mr. Corson does not specifically indicate how 
this account would be controlled, I assume that he would expect the 
U. S. deposits and the Saudi deposits to be merged in a single account 
and that expenditures therefrom would be subject to joint approval by 
a representative of the Saudi agovernment and by Mr, Corson, Basically, 
this arrangement is similar to the funding arrangements for servicio 
operations in Latin America, except that Mr, Corson contemplates that 
all of the funds required for projects would be deposited in advance, 
Whereas the typical arrangement in Latin America is that the funds are 
only deposited by the U. 5, government as they are required for expendi - 
ture by the servicio with provision for a reasonable working balance 
of cash, 


"Assuming that an appropriate joint fund or servicio agreement 
were developed and adequate safeguards established relative to ex- 
penditures from the joint fund, I can see no objection in principle 
to the adoption of this technique in Saudi Arabia, I think, however, 


a ee 


that even though such a joint fund were established, there would be 
serious objections to approving the deposit of the entire U. S, 
contribution to the project in advance, Since presumably expenditures 
on any given projects will be made over a considerable period of time, 
perhaps as much as two years or more, there would seem to be little 
basic justification for the payment of a substantial amount of funds 
out of the U. S, Treasury months in advance of the time such funds are 
actually needed to implement a project. 


"As an alternative proposal, I should think that project agreements 
might be written under which the Saudi Arabian government would agree 
to the establishment of a special fund in its own treasury accounts from 
which expenditures would be made to implement the project, just as the 
U, S. Government by its allotment and obligation process reserves in 
special accounts the funds to meet its commitments. I realize that under 
such an arrangement the Saudi Arabian government might still fail to 
fulfill its commitments, but I should think there is considerable doubt 
as to whether or not we can have a really successful program in Saudi 
Arabia or anywhere else if we must operate on the assumption that we 
cannot rely on specific and definite commitments by a host government," 


Sincerely, 


Suh 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, IraqeSaudi Arabia-Lebanon & Syria Division 
Near Fast, South Asia, & African Operations 
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Dear Paul; 


In paragraph 2 of our TOUSFO 338 dated March 5, we informed you that 
we would send you an appropriately revised FYe55 Technical Assistance 
budget. We attach such budget in duplicate. 


You will note that in line with paragraph 2 of USFOTO 275 dated Feb- 
ruary 27, we have increased our FY~55 budget from $1.7 million, as was 
originally agreed upon, to $2.61 million, having reduced the FY-55 special 
wn aid projects from $3.35 million, as was previously agreed upon, 

. million, 


The total anount of the attached revised FY-55 budget of $2.61 mil- 
lion is broken down as follows: 


Per Cent 
Agriculture $ 625,997 * 
Health & Sanitation 372,497 2 
Education Ty 22.0 
Natural Resources 125,89 4.8 
Transportation & Communications 379,979 14.6 
Public Administration 166, 250 bol 


Administrati 7 14.0 
" siete 


We would like to call your attention to the fact that under 
ADMINISTRATION we have made provisions for administratively handing 
both TA and economic aid prograns/projects during the next year, As we 
have written you on a number of occasions, we are considerably under. 
staffed and the personnel of this Mission should not be expected to con- 
tinue warking long hours and under pressure as at present. We know that 
you can appreciate this situation and the justness of our having made 
such provisions in the enclosed ADMINISTRATION budget. 


Mr. Paul F, laggart, 
Chief, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Syria Division, 
Near Rast, South Asia and Africa Operations, 
Foreign Operations Administration, 
Washington 25, D.C, , 








In case 
Se ee oe a eee NON ree 
Us 


Sincerely yours, 


Harland J, Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Smdi Arabia 


Incl, 
Revised FY-55 budget 
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CHARGE: Classification Control: {OUSPO 4377 
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TOUSFO 343. Due AbusTaleb attendance Cairo meeting Arab League 
Couneil month April and Ramadan month Mey, Yenen visit postponed 
wntil sonstine June. writing. 


5, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1982. 220210 
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CONFTDSNTIAL 
CHARGE: Classification Control: yousro #3k3 
108 roa/w ’ DATE: Maren ay 195k 





Yor laggart. 


Abu Talib, Charge d'affaires Yenen Legation in washington, after 
brief discussion here with Ambassador and me re possibility his comiry 
reg esting 1A for FY<55 period, now says he propoags urge King invite m 
visit Yemen second week April when Ambassador presents his credentials, 
to discuss agreement, lie stressed urgency assistance roads and port 
conetruction ag prerequisite to wiertaking national agricul wral 
Covelopment progran. 

Have explained (SA # does not participate consiruction bul merely 
providee technical assistance. Suggest $200,000 be included in | {#55 
budget for Yemen far above purposes, in case agreement executed. 

Anbagsador agreeable my accompanying him on Yemen visit if King 
extends invitation, Suggest consultation State and await early 
telegraphic instructions, 


NJCarson:o S rd 
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WU. &. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, 1052+ a20a10 


March 3, 195) 
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and Khulais, I am sure that Dr, Carl Taylor, 


AS you know, we are engaged in comunity development work at 


Wadis Ttwad 





Cratn~ 
FOREIGNSDPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION te te ni 


Washington 25, D.C. 


February 9, 1 if f s Prose 
95h, a “ay, 


Mr, Harland J. Corson 


Director, United States of America 
Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


c/o American Enbassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia Mm 43 


Dear Harland: 


The Community Services Division of FOA has furnished us 
with a quantity of material on Community Development Process, which 
may be of value to you in connection with our effort in this field 


in Saudi, . 


The following is a list of the materials, which I am forward- 
ing herewith: 


1, Kit on Community Development - These materials were assembled 
late last Spring. Limited numbers of copies were sent to the country 


missions at that time, The record does not indicate, however, that 
any were sent to Saudi Arabia, 


2. The June issue of the Community Services Newsletter - Since 
this issue of the Newsletter described the TCA country programs having 
a national community development activity, it may be of interest to you 
as indicating the ways in which community development programs are 


being organized, 


3. Summary Notes on Interdepartmental Conference on 
Community Development eens - It is of interest to note 
that in this statement Dr, Taylor observes that maternal and child 
health programs could gain acceptance when other programs could not, 


Dr. Carl Taylor has just been appointed as Regional Community 
Development Advisor, He will be going to the field soon with head- 
quarters in New Delhi, 


Before going to the field Dr, Taylor plans to consult with 
the country desks as part of the process of determining the various 
priorities and planning his activities in the field, I will advise 
you regarding his future program and as to when it may be possible for 
him to go to Saudi Arabia, if you concur that such a visit would be 


hel pful . 
oi 


Paul F, Taggart 
Melosures Chief, Saudi Arabia-Iraq-Lebanon-Syria Division 
As noted, Near East,South Asia and Afria Operations 


February 27, 195k 
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The following units have been received in Jidda: 


le 


1) cases 


each Receivers; 


have arrived in Jidda for this 


packages of spare parts have arrived via sea pouch. 
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Generators; 110 or 28 volt, depending on how equipment is used 


Cables for 
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1 Transmitter; ahaa) 


1 Receiver; 


1 Reotifier: 








ee ee et 750130 amp (1 spare) 


Rectifiers: PP-65/MPv-la (1 spare 
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Sincerely yours, 





TFlaylor:o 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy + Jidda 


OFFICIAL - INFORMAL 


Dear Paul: 


I am enclosing herewith the photographs referred to in my 
letter to you of yesterday's date relative to "Housing for 
Country Director." These pictures will confirm the statements 
made in that letter relative to the inadequacy of present quar- 
ters. A picture of Beit Bassam is also enclosed, from which it 
will be noted that it is far from being pretentious quarters. 


Sincerely yours, 
Harland J. 
Director 

USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 

Incls, « 

Photographs 

Mr, Paul PF. Taggart 

Chief, Iraq) ‘Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Syria Division, 

Hear Sast,South Asia and Afri a Operations, 

Foreign Operations On, 

Washington 25, D.C. 





USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUTE ARABIA 
American Embassy + Jidda 


February 23, 195k 


Doar Pauls 
Enclosed 1s one copy each of Table I and Table II on 
projections of estinates of gub-obligations and expenditures. 
Pour additional copies of each ave bedne traneaitted today 
via airpoush, This material is requested in USPOTO A=63 

dated Pobruary 6, 195k, 


Sincerely yours, 
Harland J. Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
hel, ~ 2 
Tables I and II, 
as above 
oe 
i. — 
lebanon, Syria Division, 
: Asia and Africa Operations, 
Operations Aduinistraticn, 
Washington 2%, D.C, 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Enbassy = Jidda 





Febmary 23, 195), 
OFFICIAL + INFORMAL 
CONFIDENTIAL = 


Dear Paul; 


I refer to the last paragraph on page 2 of your letter dated Jan- 
uary | relative to our revised 1955 budget, 


I quite agree with you in that considerable consolidation of pro- 
jects should be made where feasibility and advisability exist since our 
FY-55 budget as presented could well give the impression that we are 
spreading out too wide, In reality, this is not the case since there 
are only a few areas in this country where TA programs can be carried 
out. I would also like to point out that it is our practice wherever 
possible to have our technicians train several counterparts at the same 
time so that they, in tur, can be moved later on to other parts of the 
country to handle projects to be started at such places. Of course, 
these counterparts will be under the guidance of our technicians until 
such time as it is felt that they can continue on their om. This is 
particularly the case in the field of extension work. 


hast, 
Foreign tions Administrati 
vanigte SS, D. G ‘ns 


\ Hee 2 - 


a given territory, area or location and he is assisted, as required, by 
other technicians such as an agronomist, soil specialist, irrigation 
engineer, horticulturist, entomologist, animal husbandman, etc, You 
will therefore see that the extension specialist is not alone in carry- 
ing out a project assigned to him, 

As 


you know, the original FY-55 budget which was sent to you prior 
to my arrival here totaled $1,669,000 (excluding administrative expense). 
I prepared a revised FY-55 budget totaling about $2,200,000 tut before 
this budget was typed we received word fron POA/W to the effect that it 
well for us to combine TA and economic aid programs, with a total 
for both of about $5,000,000, This was done and forwarded to you last 


We recently received a cable from to the effect that FOA/W and 
State had agreed that TA prograns for FY-55 should total $1,700,000. 
Consequently, we asked you to increase our original FY-55 budget to the 
extent of $31,000 by increasing Project #5 under Education; i.e., Dammam 
Industrial Training School. 


We recently received from Norman Paul a cable which he sent us from 
Cairo under date of February 12 relative to a conference on FY=55 economic 
aid, which was held there with representatives from certain Arab states, 
Saudi Arabia and Irag not being included, Since no mention was made in 
that cable regarding economic ald for Saudi Arabia for FY-55, and since 
we were not participants at that conference, we wondered whether both Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia were excluded from receiving economic aid during the com- 
ing fiscal year, The last paragraph of that cable implied that we would 
be receiving separate FY-55 programing instructions. Such instructions 
arrived here this afternoon, I hurriedly discussed them with Ambassador 
Wadsworth, since I am leaving for Beirut tomorrow morning to discuss the 
economic aid situation with Norman Paul, During such discussion I will 
give him the joint views of the Ambassador and myself, after which such 
Joint FOAsState cable (USFOTO 269) will be answered; i.e., prior to 
March 5, with complete information requested therein. 


Sincerely youre, 


Harland J. Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


HéCarson:0 
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Washington 25, D.C. 


oi January 4, 1954 
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OFFICIAL = INFORMAL - CONFIDENTIAL (i VY 
Mr, Harland J, Corson \ a3 


Director, United States of America / 
Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 

c/o American Enbassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia : 


Dear Harland: We 


With reference to the well drillers, events occurred too rapidly 
for us here in Washington to keep up with the situation, I hope my last good 
deed of the year was that of getting out USFOTO 186 leaving the matter entirely 
up to you as to what should be done, In other words, Embassy Despatch No. 191 
indicated there were some difficulties between SAG and the Baker Company, If 
such were the case, we certainly didn't want to get drawn into them, We were 
also disturbed about picking up the drilling contract check since the Saudis 
had been carrying this part of the program, There seemed to be considerable 
change in attitude on the part of the Saudis shortly after the Embassy Despatch 
No, 191 had been written, although we still had the two questions outlined 
above, ‘ith this in mind, we got out USFOTO 185 which hadhardly left our desk 
when your TOUSFO 247 arrived, As complicated as the matter had become, it 
seemed to me the only way to handle it was to pass it back to you folks, which 
we did, after I worked all morning of the 3lst getting concurrence on 186, 
It was impossible to handle the situation here due to the fact that we didn't 
know the circumstances in Jidda, we didn't have sufficient basic data to develop 
a contract,and to have developed and gotten a contract cleared would have taken 
several days, It is hoped that 186 will enable you to exercise judgment and 
to meet the emergency in the field, Please fill us in a little on exactly 
what occurred subsequent to November 19 and give us a copy of any contract you 
may have entered into with the Baker Company along with such other pertinent 
data as may be appropriate, 


Reference to the authorfation megotiate the Special Economic Aid 
Agreement, I thought I had this one on the rails as soon as the notification 
of allotment went out to you due to having gotten to you previously authoriza- 
tion to develop project agreements as provided in Organization 18, dated 
September 1, 1953 and in view of the fact that USFOTO 143 had gone out, I 
assumed from USFOTO 143 that all that was needed was a short cable authorizing 
you to proceed, I found, however, that this cable required the approval of the 
Assistant Secretary of State since all general agreements mst be approved by 
him. Reconciling the various questions raised regarding USFOTO 143 and 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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and subsequent cables has slowed this down, It is hoped the points raised 
by you can be straightened out and the authorization to proceed will have 
been received by you prior to the time this letter reaches you. 


Mr, Husseini has returned to Washington upon completion of the 
water spreading training program in which he has been participating. He has 
two or three little problems which need to be worked out in the field. One 


‘of them has to do with the payment for his air passage. It seems that, based 


on his word, Air France issued him tickets for which they have not yet been 
reimbursed. Authorization for Husseini's travel was included in TECTO 64. 

As I understand from Mr, Husseini a copy of the travel order you issued him 
based upon this authorization will enable Air France to claim reimbursement. 


Another matter with reference to Mr. Husseini, he was supposed to 
have gotten $100 travel advance before leaving Jidda, Apparently in the rush 
of getting off he did not receive this sum, In receiving subsequent payments 
on his grant, the Bureau of Land Management, who have been handling this program, 
have deducted this $100 and it will, therefore, be necessary to make this up 
to him when he returns to Jidda. 


We know you have been interested in getting Bremseth on the job. 
Apparently this recruitment got up to the point where appointment by the 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare could have been made on an interim 
clearance. Mrs, Hobby, however, ruled that no appointments from her Department 
would be made until the full field investigation was completed, Resultantly, 
FOA has recently taken over the recruitment of Bremseth on FOA rolls, Last 
week I signed the job description which places this action in operation. I 
cant give you at this time any reading as to when Bremseth will be on the job 
but we want you to know he is in process, 


T have finally had the opportunity to look over your revised 1955 
program. It shows a lot of thought and hard work and, except for one thing 
which I shall discuss later, I think it is very good, I have passed it on to 
the technical staffs for their consideration and comments, When I get these, 
we will try to convince the Program Office that this is what should be done 
in Saudi Arabia, ‘Time only will tell how successful we might be, The only 
question I had with reference to the program as submitted by you was as to 
whether or not you might be getting spread out a little bit too wide, I am 
of the opinion because of the size of Saudi Arabia and the difficulty of 
communications that it may be well to try to concentrate our activities in 
specific areas so that a real showing and demonstration can be accomp}ished, 
Once the demonstration has provad successful then the Saudis having gained 
experience perhaps with the minimum help from us can miltiply projects and 
carry them on elsewhere throughout the country, In discreetly questioning | 
Husseini on this he verified this contention, Among other things, he mentioned 
the Extension specialist in Hofuf and he seemed to have considerable question 
as to what could be accomplished by this one individual, I do not know how 
able the Acting Liaison Officer may be but I would suggest that upon 
Mr. Husseini's return you check your program with him very carefully, While 


a ee) 
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not having been in Saudi I understand that, because of the conditions existing 
within the Government, the religious aspects of the situation, probably for 
other reasons, it is almost a must to keep closely atuned with the Liaison, 
This latter thought has not been prompted by anything said by Mr. Husseini 

but by other FOA people who have been in the field, I am sure you are doing 
this but I wanted to raise this word of caution for whatever it may be worth. 


I happened to accidently meet Cy Fryer one day last week and he was 
quite surprised, as was I, that the program developed for the Asir by the 
IDS representatives while they were in Jidda in November had not been received 
in Washington, hence our telegram USFOTO 184. From here I am at somewhat of 
a loss to know how the Asir program is going to get off the ground unless we 
contract with IDS or same similar organization, Maybe you have been able to 
work out something else on this, At any rate would you give me a run down on 
it so we can be in tune with what you wish to do, 


I realize there is a lot of stuff in this letter and perhaps it 
should have been broken into several commnications, However, I have been 
sort of thinking out loud and hope it is not too mich inconvenience for you 
to break out and take action on the various segments, 


Sincerely yours, 


KR 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Fast, South Asia, and Africa Operation 


February 23, 195) 
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Harland J. Corgon 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


WJC arson:o 


USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy « Jidda 


February 21, 195k 


Dear Paul; 


By the last pouch I sent you two executed copies of the MiBaker/USAOM 


contract. 


ccee 


the fact that the contents 


SAG be turned over to Saker here so that, under the 
operations could be continued 


Minister of Finance originally agreed that the 
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Chief, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Syria Division, 


Mr. Paul Taggart, 


Project Agreesent under Zeononie 


Ttvad, 
funds, 


evelopment 


+ Furthermore, he wants Dr, Brown to be on his 


"Water Drilling Comittee." So you can seo that w are o 


apparently, our objectives — 


t 


and 


evelopwen’ 


11 Water D 


1, retain control of exploratory drilling; 


national drilling company, 
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We 
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2, ‘that production drilling be under contract with an inter 


Sineerely yours, 
Corson, Director 
WA Operations Mission to Saudi Arable 


Herland J, 


Draft of letter 


(Draft anendnent to wr 
resources contract) 


USA OPERATIONS MISSION T0 SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy - Jidda 


MIBAKER, INC. 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Gentlemen; 


3. ARTICLE I, paragraph 3, section "a", will read, "A fee in the amount 
pa noe (Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars) for the month of 
Maroh ft 


lh ARTICLE Il, paragraph 1, section "a", is amended to read, "Cost of 
American Personnel, March 195), $12,500.00," 


5. ARTICLE Il, paragraph 1, section "b", is amended to read, "Arab Labor, 
March 195k, $2,500.00." 


6. ARTICLE Il, paragraph 1, section "o", is amended to read, "Local 
Purchases and Miscellaneous Expenses, March 195), $1,500.00," 


7. ARTICLE Il, paragraph 2, is modified so that the total amount of 
expenditure shall not exceed the sum of $16,500 (Sixteen Thousand 
Five Hundred Dollars), during March 1951), 


8. ar at eats 1, is modified to provide for payment of the 
peed 500,00 (Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars) for the month 
19Sh,, not later than the 3lst of March, 195h. 


9» ARTICLE VIII, paragraphs 1 and 2, are amended to de for expira- 
‘lan of thn tomeane co aah 31 See - 


February 21, 1954 


USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy - Jidda 


I refer to your letter dated January 25th relative to the offer of 


International Development Services, Inc, covering a commnity develop~ 


Dear Paul; 
ment progran for the Asir, 
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Harland J. Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arable 


Sincerely yours, 
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WSA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 


February 19, 1954 
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Any assistance that you may be able to give us will be very much appre 


Yours sincerely, 


Harland J, Corson 


Director 


UGA Operations Mission to Saudi Arable 


Africa Operations 
Oyartone Aatakstation 


Washington 25, 


Syria Division 
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FOREIGN PERATIONS ADMINISTRATIC. BP | 
Washington 25, D.C. 


February 18, 195), 


Mr. Harlahd J, Corson 

Director,/U. S, A. Operations Mission 
\SO Saudi Arabia 

c/o American Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


I would like to refer to your letter of January 31 with 
which you transmitted the memorandum prepared by Dr. Dolley express- 
ing the views of USOM on existing contractual arrangements with the 
American University of Beirut. 


I agree wholeheartedly with your point of view that, if we 
are ever to make effective use of AUB facilities for Saudi Arabians, 
we must obtain some relaxation of AUB's traditional University en- 
trance requirements, Dr. Dolley's excellent memorandum has been 
reviewed by Dr, “ndrus, Dr. Ash and Dr, Farnsworth of the FOA Education 
Staff and the points outlined therein will be brought up for considera- 
tion at the impending conference at Beirut, 


Sincerely, 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon & Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia & African Operations 


yr” \ 
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FOREIGN PERATIONS ADMINISTRATIC . 
Washington 25, D.C. 


February 18, 1954 


Mr. Harland J, Corson 

Director, U.S.A, Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 

c/o American Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


As you know, the subject of the cooperative service type of 
agreement has been discussed in several of our commnications. Your use 
of this type of agreement was, of course, approved by USFOTO 19) dated 
January 8, In this connection I am sure you will find interesting and 
useful the following comments which have been made by the FOA Controller 
on this type of agreement, based on your letter of November 28, 


"I can appreciate the difficulty which Mr. Corson has in making 
sure thet the Saudi Arabian government will have the cash at hand and 
be willing to spend it to implement jointly agreed upon projects as 
activity on the projects progresses, I do not think, however, that 
Mr, Corson's proposal is an entirely satisfactory way of meeting the 


problem, 


"As I understand Mr, Corson's suggestion, he contemplates that 
when a project is agreed upon, all the funds committed by the U.5., 
as well as all of the funds which the Saudi government proposes to 
spend on the project, would immediately be deposited in a commercial 
bank account, While Mr, Corson does not specifically indicate how 
this account would be controlled, I assume that he would expect the 
U. 5. deposits and the Saudi deposits to be merged in a single account 
and that expenditures thereffom would be subject to joint approval by 
a representative of the Saudi agovernment and by Mr, Corson, Basically, 
this arrangement is similar to the funding arrangements for servicio 
operations in Latin America, except that Mr, Corson contemplates that 
all of the funds required for projects would be deposited in advance, 
whereas the typical a ement in Latin America is that the funds are 
only deposited by the U. 5, government as they are required for expendi- 
ture by the servicio with provision for a reasonable working balance 


of cash. 


"Assuming that an appropriate joint fund or servicho agreement 
were developed and adequate safeguards established relative to ex- 
penditures from the joint fund, I can see no objection in principle 
to the adoption of this techniqué in Saudi Arabia, I think, however, 


“2 





that even such a joint fund were established, there would be 
serious to approving the deposit of the entire U. 5, 
contribution to the project in advance, Since preswmbly expenditures 
on any given projects will be made over a considerable period of time, 
perhaps as much as two years or more, there would seem to be little 
basic justification for the payment of a substantial amount of funds 
out of the U, 5, Treasury months in advance of the time such funds are 
actually needed to implement a project. 


"As an alternative proposal, I should think that project agreements 
might be written under which the Saudi Arabian government would agree 
to the establishment of a special fund in its own treasury accounts from 
which expenditures would be made to implement the project, jist as the 
U. 5, Covernmnt by its allotment and obligation process reserves in 
especial accounts the funds to meet its comuitments, I realize that under 
such an arrangement the Saudi Arabian government might still fail to 
fulfill ite commitments, but I should think there is considerable doubt 
as to whether or not we can have a really successful program in Saudi 
Arabia or anywhere else if we must operate on the assumption that we 
cannot rely on specific and definite commitments by a host governnent," 


Sincerely, 
Paul F, Taggart 


Chief, IraqeSaudi ArabiaeLebanon & “yrla Division 
Near “ast, South Agia, & African Operations 


fy. 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 


American Umbassy = Jidda 

ca ed April 7, 1954 
fone teats 
teat 


Supplexenting my lettor of February 1éth, concerning the 
Survey of the Nejaz Railroad: 


Mr. Zahed only returned to Jidda this week, and I am en- 
Closing herewith copy of the official report of the survey as 
Subsdtted to the Joint Coumittee for the rehabilitation of this 
Pallroad composed of representatives from Jordan, Syria end Saudl 


We have been informed that there will be no action taken for 
the present in connection with restoring the railroad. 


Sincerely yours, 


Harland J. Corson 
“Lreector 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


Snel, 
Report = \econnaissance of 
Old Hejar RalLroad 


Mrs Paul Taggart 


Chief, Iraq, Sawil Arabia, Lebanon, Syria Division, 
Near *ast, South Asia and Africa Opera’ . 


persons made the recon- 


Mr, E. F, Sinclair, Chief, Transportation and Communications, Point I¥ 
Mr. Glen F. Brown, Chief, Natural Resources, Point IV 


Mr. Fuad A. Zahed, Saudi Arabia Representative 

Me. C. T. Warren, Saudi Arabia Representative 
In addition to the above Comittee, the fo 

Mr. C, B. Buck, Consulting Engineer 


Mr, Bedia Qulaby, Syrian Representative 
Maiesance with the Camilitee at the request of the Saudi Arabian Goverment: 
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otihr steps are taken vith respect to the restoration of this ra{lread, 


No thought was given 'to a relocation of the present line, However, it was 
observed that there may be one or two places where the relocation of the line will 
make for better and more economical operation, This, however, can be 
after the survey has been completed. 


Bleven wells were noted along the rovte and samples of water vere collected for 
analysis, Pay thee at yw Sed wayth yy mpberdy ahy 4 


water at Tebuk has possibilities for agricultural development 


In addition to the water, fragments of an iron-bearing formation, a limestone 
series, ani sedimentary beds of an age comparable to the phosphate beds in Jordan 
were seen, Studies of these formations may justify development of raw materials to 
be hauled on the restored railroad. 


In restoring the liejas Railroad to normal operation it will greatly improve the 
condi tio) especially in Saudi Arabia, as 


Dated at Dameous, Syria, the 11th day of February, 1954. 


Sie Bodie Oulaby 
digned) Puad A, Zahed 
Signed) ¢. T, Warren 
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American Embassy - Jidda 











February 10, 195) 


OFFI - Ii 





Dear Paul: 


I refer to your letter dated January 25, relative to your request 
for Dr. K. K, Aalto's fertiliser report. 
RR on renee 
I enclose herewith copy of such report. 


I have been informed that a report of recent date has been pre- 
pared by McOregor & McNaughton, Petroleun Engineers for the Government 
of Sadi Arabia, in which the use of flare gas is dealt with. I under- 
stand that from that report the quantity of flare gas available for 
industrial use is far short of that which was previously reported, 
since mich of this gas is required for pressurising. I am endeavoring 


Harlan J. Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabla 


Incl, «1 
Report, Dr. K. Ky Aalto 
September ~ 1953, 


Mr. Paul Taggart, 
Chief, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Syria Division, | 
Near South Asia and Africa Operations, 


HJCorson:0 pr 


FOREIGN \PERATIONS ADMINISTRATIC .. 


af Washington 25, D.C. 


January 28, 195) 


Mr, Harland J, Corson 

Director, United States of America 
Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 

c/o American Embassy. 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


As you know, FOA has a contract with the National Academy of 
Sciences to make a survey and a report covering the usages of gas in Saudi 
Arabia, looking specifically to fertilizer and other industrial development, 
The head of the National Academy of Science Task Force, Dr. Manion, recently 
held a discussion with United Nations officials in New York, Among other 
things he discovered that the UN specialist on fertilizer, Mr. K, K. Aalto, 
made a survey and presumably filed a report with the SAG about a year ago. 
It would be very useful to the NAS under their contract to FOA to have access 
to a copy of Mr. Aalto's fertilizer report. Would you please try to obtain a 
copy of this report from the SAG and forward it to us so that we may make it 
available to the NAS in order that they may have at hand all available material 
and thus be in a position to render a more complete report than if this material 
were not available, 


Sincerely yours, 


ce 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Rast, South Asia, & African Operations 


yt 
NK 
wis 


ORS OF OS re Oe ee OOD 


USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 
American Bbassy + Jidda 


February ll, 195) 


Dear Paul; 


I refer to the last paragraph of USFOTO 22 of February 9 -- 
joint FOA-State message re Economic Aid Agreement. 


Ambassador Wadsworth has suggested that you review his Embassy 
Despatches Nos, 265 and 266 ~ Subject; Military Aid - as these will 
serve to answer the query mentioned in the last paragraph of the above~ 
mentioned cable, 


As I informed you by cable today, I will meet Norman Paul in 
Beirut between the 21st and 23d of this month to discuss in detail 
with him the Ambassador's, as well as my own, views in this connection, 


Sincerely yours, 


Mt, + Corson, Director 


USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


ae 
Chief, F- Lebanon, Syria Division, 
Near and Africa Operations, 
— claps unbeiotielin 


ton 25, D, 6, 


HJCorson:0 





USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 


American Embassy - Jidda 


February 10, 195) 


Dear Paul: 
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will give revised FY-5$ 
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the 





USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy - Jidda 


February 10, 195 


Dear Paul: 


I give you the following comments on the various questions raised 


in your letter of January ~ 
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Stewart, Agricultural Extension Specialist. 
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Harland J, Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


Sincerely yours, 





FOREIG... PERATIONS ADMINISTRA « \ 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Januery 25, 1954, 


OP \ 


OFFICIAL - INFORMAL 
UNCLASSIFIED 


Mr. Harland J, Corson, Director 
U.S.A, Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Embassy, 


“> 
Jidda, Seudi Arable (wo | ; 
Dear Harland: \W 


This is to acknowledge receipt of the December Monthly 
Reports on Mr. Dolley, Mr. Brown, and Mr, Edens, 


It is gratifying to note that the SAG has sufficiently 
recognized the importance of Agriculture and Education to have established 
a Ministry for each of them. This action should be of considerable 
assistance to the furtherance of its objectives. It is further noted 
that with the 54 funds available, even though late, difficulty is being 
experienced in arranging project agreements with the SAG, It is hoped 
this situation wil] be alleviated. It is hoped also that the vehicles 
for agricultural technicians will] be released from Customs, This of 
course ties into the tariff ban on Willys products because of their 
relationship with Isreel. However, it would seem to me that since these 
are U.S, Government vehicles that the general agreement with the SAG 
for technical assistance ought to govern, 


We can full well recognize the handicap which the shortage of 
secretarial assistance under which Mr, Kens and others of the Mission 
are operating, There is some alleviation of this problem in process 
and you may rest assured that we will continue to press for the complete 
filling of secretarial vacancies, 


It was gratifying as well to note the leadership you have been 
giving the various Chiefs of Mission in the analyzing and carrying out 
of their activities, The technical staff are still reviewing the 1955 
revised program recently submitted by you, As soon as they have completed 
this operation their comments and suggestions wil] be forwarded to you, 


It is also noted that considerable thought has been given and 
work has been done on the Community Development Program, We are at a 
complete loss here as to why we have not received the program worked out 
with you by the International Development Service representatives, Upon 
their return from the area they informed us that they had worked out a 
proposal which we understood was agreeable to you and that you were 


=2@ 


forwarding it promptly to us for our consideration, This wes over a 
month ago and in spite of several communications to you we have had no 
word with reference to this program. If you concur with the program 
for an Asir development as prepsred by the IVS representatives, we 
should move forward on it at the earliest moment. On the other hand 
if you are not in concurrence with the proposal, would you let us know 
and submit alternative proposals in order that appropriate action my 
be initiated. 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Seudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 
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American Embassy - Jidda 
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Harland Ei eal 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


Sincerely yours, 


that I have given you herein the information which you require 


the economie aid projects for Saudi Arabia. 


I 
regard 
HJCorson:0 


FOREIGN YPERATIONS ADMINISTRAT; Wt 
Washington 25, D.C. 


January 28, 195) 


Mr, Harland J, Corson 
Director, United States of America 

Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia Vilo 
c/o American Embassy VY) | 
Hidda, Saudi Arabia (ov 


Dear Harland: Ww 


It is realized that allocation of funds for both the regular 
and special economic aid programs was much delayed, It is also realized 
that negotiations with the SAG for effective utilization of these 


allocations would require some time, No doubt the arrival of the Ambassador 


has had considerable to do with the progress of these negotiations. 

No word has been received as to what progress is being made in the 
negotiation of agreements, Neither have we received any informtion as 
to how such agreements would be implemented, whether contract or force 
account, With only five months remaining in the fiscal year would you 
please bring us up to date on the progress being made in the program and 
project negotiations, how you expect to implement the projects, and for 
such of these as will be executed under contract, provide us at the 
earliest moment with sufficient details that contracts can be negotiated 
soonest, 


This is the last of a series of four letters I have dictated 
to you this morning. As I look back over them and, particularly since 
they will undoubtedly arrive in your office simultaneously, they may 
give you the impression that we are being overly critical, I should 
like to point out that these communications should not be viewed in 
that light. These are all matters which happen to be on my pending 
list, I happen to have a morning free which I could use for dictation, 
and of greatest significance, I believe we need to have a greater ex- 
change of information in order that we here may know tle progress being 
made in the Saudi program. Therefore, I would appreciate it if you 
would accept these letters in the spirit in which they are forwarded, 


Sincerely yours, 


spook 


Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near Fast, South Asia, & African Operations 





USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy  Jidda 


February 8, 195 
Dear Paul; 
In order that you may be aware of the progress which, in spite of 
the odds us, we are making with t the prograns/projects 


under FY-5l; technical assistance and economic aid, I will send you twice 
a month a statement showing the status of each project as per the one 
attached corresponding to February 1, 195. On Wednesday next we have 
arranged for a "dress rehearsal." meeting with Prince Sultan (Mindgri) to 
go over, what I hope will be the last time, all the agricultural projects 
which have been on his desk for some time, Also, a five-year plan which 
Dr. Edens has prepared and presented to him for his consideration, as 
woll as a work plan covering commmity development work at Wadi Khulais, 


Also on next we have another "dress rehearsal" meeting with 
Prince Abdullah (Minister of Health) when we hope to conclude pende 
ing matters pertaining to the quarantine station, immnisation program and 
vaccine laboratory, and Public Health library, 


After a number of meetings with Prince Talal (MinCom), we have reached 
a complete understanding on the Dammam Industrial Training School and a 
corresponding agroemant is ready for presentation to the coming meeting of 
oe ee ae ee ae ee ae ee ae 
ter. 


de ooeh 60, ines Hiatal ae 
have prepared, 





With respect to the ecmomic aid projects, practically all of the 
pertinent data, estimated cost figures, etc, have been prepared for each 
of them and as soon ag Messrs, Brom and Sinclair return from their 
present railway survey trip a draft of each project agreement will be 

so that as soon as the economic aid has been established between 
the U.S. and the Saudi Governments, such drafts will be presented to the 
respective Ministers and negotiations thereon may be initiated, 


We do not know how we will be able to hmdle both the technical 
assistance and economic aid projects with the limited personnel which 
we have, but we will do the best we can with what we have to do with, 


Sincerely yours, 


Hay, Je Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arable 


Enel, 
Status Report 


HJCorson:0 


4 February 1, 195h 
STATUS OF PROJECTS 


Technical Assistance 


ready Asproved 


Maternal & Child Health Center 
Quarantine Station 


SAG Approval. expected soon 


Jidda Commercial School 
Danman Industrial Training School 


In Hands of SAG for Approval 


Livestock Improvement Farn 

Range Management Plots 

Land Drainage and Experimental Plot 
Public Health Library 


To be presented this week 


VOR Installation 
Establishment of Meteorological and Stream Gauging Stations 


To be finished for presentation to SAG 
Immunisation Program and Vaccine Laboratary 
Survey 


Mineral Geological 
Yet to be discussed with SAG 


Elementary School Planning 
(Note: Minister not yet ready to discuss this project.) 


Boononte sid 


Being finished for presentation to SAG 


Water Development 


Being prepared for presentation to SAd 


Abha Dam 
Road Planning and Surveys 


To be 
Improvement Port of Gisan 
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Sincerely yours, 
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January 31, 195k 
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when I an not here, every- 
Sincerely yours, 


Kind personal regards, 


ton the most urgent matters, 


thing piles up and it 


NS, Corgon, Director 


USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


Mr. Paul F. Taggart, 
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Operations 
Administration 


25, D. 0. 


Syria Division 


Chief { Arable, Le 


Director 


Yours very sincerely, 
USA Operations Mission to Saut! Arable 


marta’, Corson 


I onclose herewith for your information an! files the original 
Pore 


DS offer as vas presented to m. 


Enol 
Me, Paul P, Taggart 


+ didda 
January DL, 1954 
Dear Paul: 
This refers to your USFOTO 207 dated J: 21 relative to the 
activities of our Natural Resources and an over-all work plan 


under the economic aid water development progran, 


We attach hereto memorandum which Dr. Glen F. Brown, Chief of our 
Natural Resources Division, has prepared in response to your above-cited 
request. 


We might mention that we are now in the throes of preparing the first 
draft of an over-all water development project agreement for sulmission 
to HRH Prince Sultan, Minister of Agriculture, We will keep you posted 
as to developments in this connection. Of course, both the Minister and 
we are most anxious to get this progran underway as soon as possible. 


We shall appreciate having your comments on any points raised in 
Dr. Brow's reports attached hereto, 


Sincerely yours, 


Me, J. Carson, Director 


USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
Enels. - 
As above 


Mr. Paul F. Taggart, 
Chief, Iraq, Saudl Arabia, Lebeon, Syria Division, 
Porelgn Opepations Administration, 
Washington 2, D.C. 


(Original of report & memo, sent to 
HJCorson:0 FOAM), Also map.) 





TELEGRAI RECEIVED 
FRO: SEOSTATE DATE: JANUARY 2016452/l95h 
NOs USFOTO 207 
CODL: CONFIDENTIAL RECEIVED: JANUARY 21067 


Gorson letter December 31, 
Submit soonest Brom report USGS Activitics and overall 
work plan economic aid water development program, 
my 


DIST: 


“alain Talr, 





to 
conferences and visitation to fill out regular Form 27 and get all the 
docunents required of « regular training grantes, In fact, upon inquiry on 
the subject last spring in the case of Chief Tewfic we wore advised that 
this should not be done, a decision in which I am in full accord because a 
person sent on a leader grant should be invited since we pay all the expense 
rather than requesting end applying for the vieit on a gratuity basis. 


The man in question has just been olevate’ to Assistant Deputy Minister 
since my message requesting the leadership grant ani I am sure Lt vould not 
be proper to ask hin to do the many things required in a type "C" training 

application, especially since it 1s not training he would be interested in, 


Tt may be that there are other forms that are to be used, If so, we 
do not have any, I was told there were to be new forms sent out but up to 
the moment the only ones we have are the old 27 forns, 


I shall try to supply the additional information requested but the 
application form 27, the only form ve have, can be waived this time, Since 
this is a very high government official with virtually the entire responsibility 
of the Ministry's operation on his shoulders, he must have more than several 
weeks notice in order to delegate his responsibilities before leaving, I 
ao eee possible on the strength of information 
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official not only in the sense that he 
virtually completely influences the official action of the Ministry with 
whom USAQM contemplates a large volume of cooperative and economic technical 
aid and service, but his opinions are highly regarded by other important 
government agencies, 


He is an extremely sensible ani intelligent man with little patience 
with conduct of officials and stupidity, Hovever, he has a sense 
of proportion that makes him patient and a diligent worker, Very patriotic, 
he is extremely anxious to serve his country well and with the greatest benefit 
to hie fellow citizens, He is studious with an inquiring mind and will use 

time to the greatest advantage in finding ways and means of operating 

in the most efficient manor, He is an excellent and important 


leadership prospect, 


He is neat in appearance, very personable, in good physical condition and 
capable of a hard concentrated schedule of study, visitation, conferences and 
observation, Ho is interested in railroad management, operational controls, 
ly as they pertain tocosts, He is es interested in rail- 
road accounting, stock controls and maintenance of equiyment, These are his 
current basic items of concern with the Saudi Government Reilroad, The 
railroad business ic relatively nev to him and he will be interested in every 


Thase of it, 
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Little more can be said about him than is contained in the wire 
requesting his approval for a leadership grant. For convenience in 
review, I am enclosing a copy of this message, 

We shall anxiously await your further instructions in this case, 

With kindest regerds, I am 


Yours very sincerely, 


R, D, Dolley, Chief 
Education Division 





RDDolley/pa 
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FOREIGN YPERATIONS ADMINISTRATInN 9) 
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Washington 25, D.C. rm 


January 8, 1954 


OFFICIAL - INFORMAL - 
UNCLASSIFIED 


Mr, Harland J, Corson 

Director, United States of America 
Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 

c/o American Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


I want to let you know regarding progress being made on two 
of our procurement items: 


l. rantine Station Equipment 


Bids on this equipment are being opened on January ll 9% 
at GSA. Following analysis by GSA and our procurement people, .42S 
the order will be placed, We will continue to follow through Jal Ta Ss} 
on this to speed final shipment, 


2. Four dump trucks and fuel tank truck(Jizan Road equipment) : 


Bids were opened at GSA on January 5, now being fi 
analyzed, and the order will be processed as quickly as possible, /\“' 
We will keep after them on this also, 


Sincerely yours, ny 


Seu 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia, and Africa Operation 


USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


January 4, 1954 
OFFICIAL = INFORMAL 
DWCLASS PSD 


Dear Pauls 


We have read with interest the Socretsriat Note 150 dated November 30, 
We are in accord with the policy of university contrasts vhere feasible 
ani possible, It may be possible that in the event our proposed projects 
in general education, teacher training and agriculture progress as we hope 
they will, that some, if not all, of the vork may be handled through a 
contract with somo university, The problems presented in the develoment 
of public schools and training facilities in Saudi Arabia are more numerous 
than can be described or even imagined by those who have not had the oppor- 
tunity of observing the situation, Most of the instruction at the moment 
is confined to religious education with controls emanating from Mecea, The 
training offered is of the most forma) kind and dispensed in a traditional 
way and under the most extenuating circumstances as far as the learner 1s 
concerned, Fifty-five percent of all the instructional staff is inported 
from Egypt through a general contract between the Goverment of Saudi Arabia 
and the Government of Egypt. Probably more than 50% of the total instruct- 
{onal program is devoted to the study of various phases of the Koran, Yor 
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We feel that the decisions in matters to 
contractual arrangements with universities for the development of 
and educational activities in this country will have to be dealt with 
individually and in the field and determinations made in the light of 
comitions and advice from the officials of the host governnent. 


overall general 
be 


Yours very sincerely, 


Marland J. Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabla 


HJCorson/pa 


OO ee ee ERR RE EE 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


January 3, 195) 


moo 


Dear Paul; 


I am attaching hereto copy of a memorandum which I prepared 
for Norman Paul in order to give him in a brief form pertinent 
information regarding our activities in Saudi Arabia, both insofar 
as technical assistance and economic aid are concerned, 


There may be some information in the enclosure which will be 
new to you and which you might be able to use, 


Sincerely yours, 
\s 
Harlaid J, Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to 
Saudi Arabia 
Enclosure ~ 
As above 
Wr Tere, Weert inate, seein gyria Di 
vision 
Hear Bast, South Asia and Africa Operations 
Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D. ¢, 





administration and 


It might be well to mention here some important factors which justify our 


efforts to helo the Saudis help themselves: 


l. 


2. 
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s requested our pSsistance to meet need. 


a, 


The strategic policital and geographic importance of Saudi Mrabia to 

the United States in the drive against Communism. 

WHA KRARGAMNAAKAR ANAK AKANE (XAXRK ARAKI LCE AR RAK «The far-reaching 

role played by Saudi Arabia in the Arab Yorld through its control of 

Meces, which places them in a uniquely impor tent position amongst 

the MOslem states. 

The importance of Aramco (Arabian-American O11 Company), the 

largest single American investment outside the "nited States, having 

under concession shout one-sixth of the world's tote! oil reserve; 

also of the Military Base, both on the Persian Bulf side of 

Saudi Arabia, 

The existing pro-American attitude on tho part of SAG, which atti 

tude is one not only to maintain but also to promote to the ; 

greatest extend possible, ae t 

The great need for the development of natural resources (other than | ' 
{ a 

oil), especially water, as well as for the development of ite al r 

food supply. + ae a 

The exieting deplorable conditions in health, sanitation wi 4 yy 
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7, The great need for assistance in Government Adninistration and 
Services, created by the heavy demands placed upon SAG in recent 
years through rapidly expanded activities following the large scale 
development of its oil resources. 

8, The keen interest on the part of SAG to be helped in their efforts 
to emerge from a primitive to a modern state. 

The nature of did Bestel Economic Spe: to Saudi Arabia will be 
poneve? along the same Spake tacketce! Assistance Programs. Since the Saudi 
Government has always felt that 1.$. contributions re development 
progpeas have been on the bottom of the list, of, the Arab states, the inclusion 
of the amounts designated as Special Roonomic Aid for tiis year has been received 
very favorsbly, Needless to say, every effort will be made t: have technical 
assistance and economic aid programs create shorteterm impact which is so important 
in Saudi Arabia at this time. Water development will comprise the greatest part 
of our '54 economic sid, followed by road gonstruction for promoting country- 
wide trade and unification of the ae Under present conditions, investment 
opportunities in Sandi Arabia are extremely limited due to the absence of known 
raw material sy fitn the exception of flare gas, derived from the gmkkx petroleum 
industry in the eastern part of the country. Furthermore, it may be said that 
at this time there is no favorable investment ol inatope 4s Government, recognizin 
this, is quite insistent that we p ovide technical assistance in revamping preser 


Abe 
decrees and writing now decrees ae dak ias, Ve expect to be able to ve 


such assistance soon, In addition to th@aa not being a favorable investment 
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Sincerely yours, 


f 


‘eel that the above request should be granted provided the cost 


would not exesed an anount of about $75,000, 
We shall appreciate your letting us have your views in this con- 


nection, 


Hie BT 


We 





Arabia, Lebanon, Syria Division 


Paul F. 
Chief, 
Near 


th Asia and Africa Operations 
Operations Administration 
» D.C 
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OFFICIAL + INFORMAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Dear Paul; 
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since @ 
action, 
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other technical agencies 
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tion you gave me in your letter dated 
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Mr. Paul F. Taggart 


Chief, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Syria Division 
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FOREIGN PERATIONS ADMINISTRATI | 
Washington 25, D.C. 


December 16, 1953 





QUID) crescus: - rma 
RESTRICTED 


Dear Harland: 


I would like to refer to our previous exchange of correspondence 
with regard to the proposed agreement and budget submitted by U.S.G.S, 
I transmitted @ copy of the agreement and budget with my letter of 
October 23rd and I have your reply and comments in your letter of 
November &th, 


It seems we are al] in accord that under no circumstances should 
we enter inio the egreemant, as proposed by U.5.G.8, As you point 
out, it would have the effect of making U.S.G.S. entirely independent 
of USAOM, as far as its activities in Arabia are concerned, I also 
appreciate very much the additional informetion furnished by Mr. Bode 
regarding the "in-country" costs, amounting to some $92,950, which 
were not included in estimates submitted by U.S.G.S. regarding proposed 
expansion of staff and program. 


By the time you receive this letter, Glen Brown will have arrived 
in Jidda, We made it quite clear to Glen before he left here that there 
was little chance of the U.S.G.5 proposed agreement being accepted, 
Glen's reaction to this news was to state that under such circumstances 
all he could do was to go out to Jidda to "wind up" U.S.G.5 work in 
Saudi Arabia. In connection with this I should like to bring out the 
point that POA is negotiating with all of the departments of Government 
as to exactly how they will participate in the various programs, Neg- 
otdations are pretty well completed with Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare and Agriculture, They are in process with Interior, The 
general pattern is that for the most part technicians will be on PAO 
rolls, Once the overall agreement is reached with Interior then there 
is the problem of negotiating with 1.5.4.5, The attached memorandum 
from Rees to Craig is self explanatory as to the general thinking of 
our FOA resources staff in connection with the proposed agreement with 
U.S.G.S on the Sendi Arabian project. We now have some staff assistance 
to deal with U.5.G.S, Just how much we will win on this, I do not at 
this moment know, I have briefed the Industry boys to the extent that 
they recognize the problem and that they may have to be prepared to 
obtain required natural resources services other than U.S.G.8. It seoms 


Mr. Harland J, Corson, Director 
U.S.A, Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Bubassy, 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
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to me that what is necessary is a Chief of Natural Resources to advise 
you and the Saudi Arabian Government to develop natural resources pro- 
jects coordinated with Agriculture and other related programs and to 
supervise the implementation of the various project componentx to the 
natural resources program, The various components consist in some 

cases, of agreements or contracts with U.S.G.S and probably with eng- 
ineering firms, drilling firms, etc,, and in some cases, direct recruit- 
ment, Now whether or not Glen Brown can carry this responsibility is 

a matter which is going to depend upon two things: (1) whether the USGS 
will permit him to and his attitude is such that he will effectively 
discharge responsibility, and (2) whether or not you feel he is qualified. 
Test out both of these. I would like to suggest that USAOM ask Brown for 
the following: 


1, A comprehensive report of all work accomplished to the 
present in Saudi Arabia by the Natural Resources Division. 


2, A detailed plan of work for the U.S.G.S group for re- 
mainder of FY 1954. 


3, An overall plan of work for the proposed $2,000,000 
water development program under Economic Aid. In this 
connection, I should inform you that the Agriculture 
and Natural Resources boys here in POA, particularly 
Malcolm Jones, were quite unhappy over the description 
of this program contained in our submission to the 
Bureau of the Budget. (This, as you know, was based 
on Embassy despatch 112 of September 20th), They feel 
that as it now stands the shows no relation 
whatsoever to agriculture or irrigation, and should 
be rewritten to show an integrated program of water 
exploration and drilling, irrigation and agriculture, 
Jones will cooperate with us in such a rewrite, It 
should be very helpful if we could have your ideas on 
thie, together with those of Dr. Idens., Brown was 
present at a meeting when Malcolm Jones brought this 
matter up, so that he is aware of the points involved, 


It is my understanding that Brown intends to curtail his request for 
personne] to two new men, a water chemist and an administrative assistant, 
This is in line with his announced intention to start no new operations 
but to simply "wind up" USGS work in Saudi, If thie is the case, I suggest 
you send in AIRPARS for these men and provided they fit into the 
pattern we will try to get them out as soon as possible, George Schoechle 
of USGS has indicated that they should experience no difficulty in recruit- 
ment for the two positions mentioned, However, as point 3 above is developed 
it will be apparent that « considerable larger staff will be required. 


“ 





Among other matters that came up prior to Brown's departure was 

the question of termination of the services of Michael Baker Co. by the 
Saudis. We were under pressure from Brown to direct USAOM to undertake 
financial responsibility for the Baker drilling through June 30th, div- 
erting some $200,000 from the previously authorized 1954 program for 
this purpose. However, I did not see how we could get involved in any 
negotiations being carried on between Baker and the Saudis, Furthermore, 
there was no possible chance, even if such were feasible, of getting our 
program people to clear such a wire at such short notice, without volumi- 
nous and detailed justification for diversion of previously programmed 
funds, 


The long-awaited railway survey report was delivered to us in final 
form last week, I am not forwarding copies to you as it is my under- 
standing thet, under the terms of the contract, copies will be delivered 
to you upon your return from Istanbul by Mr. Charles Buck, representing 
International Engineering Company, I am informed that Buck will arrive 
in Jidda on or about December 15th, There is a great deal of interest 
here in FOA regarding the report, The next move, of course, is up to the 
Saudis - whether or not they are willing and able to finance the actual 
construction of the proposed railway, For your information, Ambassador 
Wadsworth has seen the report and has evidenced great interest in the 
project. 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul F, Ss 


Chief, Iraq, Seudi Arabia, Lebanon, Syria Division 
Near Fast, South Asia and Africa Operations 
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FOREIG. OPERATIONS AOMnasTRATON 
Washington 25, D.C. 


December 10, 1953 


Mr, Harland J, Corson 

Director, United States of America 
Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 

c/o American Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


The various communications received from you indicating 
embarrassment over the non-receipt of the budget is shared by many, 
You may rest assured that many of us here are sympathetic to your 
difficulties, 


We have finally been successful in getting out the '54 program 
funds, I believe you have sufficient guide lines in terms of agree- 
ments to proceed with the regular program, You also have the form 
of agreement to be used in the Special Economic Aid program, The 
only thing lacking in this regard is the apportionment of funds, We 
thought we had this one well on the way even though much delayed, 
The last snag is that presented by the Director of the Bureau of the 
Budget who is requiring a financial plan for the use of all Special 
Economic Aid funds, That is to say, he will not make apportionments 
on a piecemeal basis, The Program Office and others are working 
diligently to mke this information available, I wish I could 
give you some concrete information as to when Special Economic Aid 
funds will become available, but at this moment that is impossible, 


Sincerely yours, 


‘au 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Yar Near East, South Asia, and Africa Operation 


FOREIG. OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
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nf Washington 25, D.C. 


il * i November 30, 1953 
t y i 
OFFICIAL-INFORMAL-RESTRICTED \ Y \ 
Y \ 
Mr, Harland J, Corson \w 
Director, United States of America We 


Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Harland: 


This is to acknowledge your letters of November 12 and 15 in which 
you transmitted the communications proposed agreement and the sample project 
agreement, and requested the approval of the latter to expedite projects and 
establish better relations with the Saudi Arabian Government, I concur heartily 
with your objectives and shall do eveything possible to obtain the approval 


requested by you. 


first of the sample project agreement, I should like to say 
there is considerable confusion about agreements, I think this islargely due, 
however, to a lack of understanding on the part of those who are new to TCA 
operations, For a time approval of such an agreement as you have presented was 
practically if not impossible. I seem to sense a little less reluctance and 
am sure that as the new organization becomes acquainted with the advantages 
of such an arrangement the difficulties will disappear. In the meantime I 
shall exert every effort to get approval at the earliest moment, 


I should like now to turn our attention to the communications project, 
I can concur in your desire to implement this project. We are starting this 
morning to get the necessary concurrences including education, program office, 
and legal in order that wemay notify you as promptly as possible that you may 
proceed, I see no particular difficulties other than perhaps a bit of time in 
obtaining the above approvals, The most disturbing factor affects not only 
this but all of your activities and that is the allocation of FY '54 funds, 
More about this later, In the implementation of this communications project, 
is it your opinion that the staff presently programmed for Saudi Arabia is 
adequate to carry it on? My suspicion is that it will require some additional 
staff, Will this staff be provided by shifting personnel within the '54 authori- 
zation of 47 people or will it be necessary to increase the personnel authori- 
zation? If so, how much? Is it your intention that this personnel shall be 
obtained by direct recruitment? Looking to our experience in Iraq in the 
establishment of the technical institute there and our contract with Bradley 
University, I should like to suggest that you give a great deal of consideration 
to contracting with a qualified institution here in the United States for the 
implementation of this project, I should say in passing that our experience 


ofe 


with Bradley University has been extremely good, If it is your decision that the 
Saudi communications training program should be handled in this manner, will you 
please provide us, in addition to the answers to the above questions, as much 
detail as you can as to exactly how the project will be operated, personnel 
required, whether or not the personnel costs will be in addition to the $75,000 
contributed to the cooperative fund, how much, if any, of the funds are to be 
expended for U. S. equipment and supplies, and what they are, and such other 
pertinent data as may be essential to the negotiation of the contract. I should 
like, also, to indicate that Mr. L, H. Dennis, who has had a wide experience 

in vocational education, is available to come to Jidda for threé days for the 
purpose of consultation with you in determining the exact needs and upon his 
return could render material assistance in the negotiating of the contract and 
the orientation of personnel prior to their arrival in Saudi, I might say this is 
the procedure used in Iraq and we found it most useful, 


In concluding this letter I would like to give you such information 
as I have as to the delay of the allocation of funds, As you will recall when 
you were here, there was considerable confusion as to just what channels program 
authorizations would follow. In the course of time that got sorted out and 
the Saudi Arabian Technical Assistance Program was signed by Director Stassen 
on November 4, and the Special Economic Aid program authorization was signed 
on November 5, In relation to the Tecirtical Assistance Program, I do not have 
all the details, presumably it was going through the normal channels along with 
similar programs for the Near Kast, South Asia and Africa countries, Whatever 
may have been the cause of the delay, these authorizations finally reached 
Mr, Dodge of the Budget Bureau for the allocation of funds, Early last week 
FOA was notified that Mr, Dodge had not made allocations due to the fact that he 
was questioning if allocations should be made in view of the fact that many of 
the countries had large unexpended balances, I have contacted those in a position 
to push this matter, but certainly the above factor was not applicable to Saudi 
Arabia which, in fact, was over~committed just prior to June 30 and Iraq which had 
expended practically all of its funds, besides both of them are operating on a 
force account operation and, therefore, carry over no funds into the next 
fiscal year, Mr. Dodge has not made the allocation for Saudi Arabia for Special 
Economic Aid due to the fact that he questions, "Why should Saudi Arabia with 
its oil revenue obtain economic aid?" I am sure this will straighten out as 
after all it is not Budget Bureaus responsibility to determine these matters 
as they are rightly within the prerogative of State Department and FOA, 
However, in the mean time the delay is seriously hampering the activities in 
Saudi Arabia, You may rest assured that I shall exert every pressure to expedite 
the allocation of funds and the approval of your programs, May I say in passing 
that your TOUSFO 195 was most welcome and has been of a great deal of value to 


me in bringing pressure to bear, 


Going back for a moment to the commnications training program, it 
may be necessary for us to provide approval in two parts, If the allocation of 
funds is not immediately available, we will, as soon as this project approval is 
obtained, apprise you of this by cable authorizing you to proceed as far as you 
can pending the availability of funds, The second part, of course, will be the 
notification to you of the availability of funds as soon as allocations have been 


=3- 


made, 

I am sorry for all this delay but felt that an explanation might be 
helpful to you in understanding some of the problems with which we have to 
contend here in Washington. 


With kindest personal regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


opA 


Paul F, Taggart 
Chief, Iraq-Squdi Arabia-Lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 
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November 26, 1953 


OFFIC 
Dear Paul; 


Thanks ever 90 much for your kind letter dated October 30th, 
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Netherlands Trading Society 

Banque de 1'Indo-Chine 

British Bank of the Middle fast 

Gellatly Hankey & Co, (Saudi Arabia) Ltd. 
Sincerely yours, 
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Local commercial banking institutions here are the following: 
Arab Bank, Ltd, 


We sincerely trust that FOA/\ will concur with the recommendations 


given above, 
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November 28, 1953 


Dear Paul: 


We refer to your letter dated November 6. 
’ 


Hah a eT 
alent eae 


tment 


regarding 


recrui 


you regarding the outcome of the 
we hesitate to do 


Until such time as we hear fron 


POA/USOS contract discussions, 
Chief, IrageSaudi Arabla-Lebanon-Syria Division, 


Mr, Paul F. Taggart, 


sh 
i 


upward revision of our revised FY-55 budget as suggested by you. 


t 


By pouch on December 7, we 
budget, totalling $100,000 for 


consideration can be given by Congress to 


during the coming fiscal year, 


FOREIG.. -PERATIONS ADMINISTRA... 
Washington 25, D.C. 


November 6, 1953 
OFFICIAL - INFORMAL 
Dear Harlan: 


We are at a complete loss to understand why a reply to our 
concurren® requests for Meistrell are not forthcoming. The lack 
of this may mean the loss of Meistrell's services, He has another 
offer and is being pressed for his answer. I hope he is not pushed 
twfer on this until we can have some word from you, but if he is 
it appears we will have to start from scratch to recruit someone 
else. 


Prior to receiving this letter you will have had word of the 
approval of the grent aid funds for Saudi. You may even have word 
of the allocation of the '54 funds. The total of these is roughly 
5 million dollars. It is unfortunate that a third of the fiscal 
year is gone before we can really get to work on the various programs 
for which these funds are intended, It means that we've got to tele- 
scope our activities, It would appear that you could immediately 
stert your staff to plenning as to how these progrems cen be implemented 
even while you are carrying on negotiations with the SAG, There are 
such things as determining what is to be contracted, the preparation 
of specifications, what supplies, material and equipment are to be 
obtained through procurement channels, specifications prepared and 
requisitions forwarded, There will need to be AIRPAR forms prepared 
end transmitted for the recruitment of personnel to provide the 
technical guidance and supervision of the egreed programs, 


We will need here a blueprint of how you are going about this, 
when we might expect the segments described above and such specific 
information as will enable us to most effectively expedite your needs, 


In analyzing the grant aid program, it is one which supplements 
the regular progrem and forthe most part is one of technical assistance 
rather than economic aid, The thought occurs to me that even though 
the technical assistence FY 1955 budget presentation has been prepared 
and will next week be discussed with the Budget Bureau, that you might 
wish to give consideration in the field to a revision of the presenta- 
tion prior to the time it goes to Congress in such e way that the total 


Mr. Harlan Corson, Director 
U.S.A, Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Embassy, 
Jidde, Saudi Arabia 
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program is one of technical assistance might reach a figure of 
roughly 5 million dollars, rather than two programs, one of tech- 
nical assistance for 1 million and one-half, and one is grant aid 
of 3 1/2 million, 


If you feel such an approach is desirable, will you provide 
us with the necessary breakdown and justification in order that 
we may work with the program office here in obteining such revisions 
as are necessery to accomplish this end? Will you please give us 
your reaction to the above, 


Sincerely yours, 


oor 


Paul F. Teggart 
Chief, Iraq-Saudi Arabia-lebanon-Syria Division 
Near East, South Asia and African Operations 
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FOREIGN «. ERATIONS ADMINISTRATIO. | 
Washington 25, D.C. 


October 19, 1953 


Director, ia i 
United States of America, 
Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia, 
c/o American Embassy, 
Jidda, 


Dear Jerry: 


I am attaching a copy of 4 memorandum which was prepared following 
a discussion held with Sadek Husseini during his stay here in Washington, 
which you may find of interest. Also attached are copies of memoranda 
prepared on a meeting with Bob Kennedy, during which Kennedy outlined 
his work in the tariff field, 


Thel Taylor departed Washington Friday and is scheduled to arrive 
Jidda on October 25th, Taylor will be able to bring you up to dete on 
matters at this end. Along this line, I believe the following should 
be listed: 


1. ia c Aid to Saud abia 


The FOA legal people are working on the draft of an agreement 
to be submitted to the SAG concerning special economic aid, A question 
of top-level policy remains to be settled in this connection, i.e. 
whether FOA will approve any joint-fund arrengements or obligate by 
program agreements. You will be kept informed of cevelopments in this 
matter, 


2, Technica) Assistance to Musoati 


By Despatch 45 of September 30th the Consul General at 
Dhahran reported that the Sultan of Muscat has indicated a desire 
to discuss the signing of an agreement after his return to Muscat 
about the end of October, However, Consul Genera] Bishop is leaving 
for the United States on October 18th, We have been informed by 
State that his successor will be appointed shortly and will be 


briefed 


RESTRICTED 
ole 


briefed on this matter before departing for Dhahran, He will be 
authorized to negotiate the agreement. It is suggested that Taylor 
accompany the Consul General to Muscat to assist in negotiating the 
agreement. 


3+ Personnels 
Taylor - departed for Jidda October 16th, 


Kennedy - has gone on home leave following five days 
consultation. It is expected that he will 
be transferred to Baghdad following home leave. 


John Barham - Extension Specialist - reported in 
October 14th and is attending the Foreign Service 
Institute through November 6th. Department of 
Agriculture has indicated he should spend a week 
or so at Beltsville before leaving for Jidda, 
He should arrive in Jidda about November 20th. 
Will inform you re exact travel plans, 


lawrence W, Smith - papers are being processed for 
appointment of Smith as Chief, Public Administration 
Division, Taylor is very familiar with Smith's 
background and has interviewed him personally. 


A TCA~17 has been submitted to establish the position of 
Statistician in the Public Administration Division, 1t 
appears that we shall be able to recruit quickly a highly 
qualified technician from the Bureau of Census, 


Papers have been submitted to initiate action for the 
employment of Roy D, Engberson of Kewanna, Indiana, as 
Extension Specialist, vice Thomas J. Moon, Again, Taylor 
is very familiar with the Engberson case and can furnish 
details. 


With regard to your badly needed stenographic assistance - 
the necessary forms have been forwarded for processing of the two 
candidates (wives of airline personnel) mentioned in your telegram 
151 of October 11th, Also, Mrs. Ethel R, Moser, wife of the 
Assistant Maintenance Officer of TWA at Jidda, visited this office 


on October 15th 


RES RICTED 
i 


on October 15th and was interviewed by Mr. Taylor and Mr, Pierce 
regarding a stenographic position, Mrs. Moser has executed the 
necessary applications for local employment, She will be returning 
to Jidda with her husband about the first of February. If all goes 
well she will be eligible for local employment upon her return to 
Jidda, 


Sincerely yours, 


Frans 


Paul F, Teggart 
Chief, Iraq--Lebanon--Saudi Arabia--Syris 
Near East, South Asia and Africa Operations 


Attachments: 


Memorandum re Husseini, 
Memorandum re Kennedy, 
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my srr B+ nena October 19, 1953 


OFFICIAL - INFORMAL 
Dear Harlan: 


As you are no doubt aware, the reorganization of FOA has 
been a very painful process. There has been considerable con- 
fusion, and no doubt resultant in poor service to you in the 
field. 


It seemed to me that during the past week we had commenced 
to move upward and that some of the problems at least were de- 
lineated even if solutions were not immediately available. We 
do have a fairly firm organizational structure, We do have the 
guide lines in terms of relationships in which the areas and 
country desks are the operating arm of POA, ‘The technical staff 
are in support of operations arm and the management staff are to 
provide service to the operating arm, Particularly helpful in 
the delineation of these duties are; (1) the organization chart, 
and (2), circular telegram ¢ 57 which was directed to all field 
missions, Both of the above are in your possession, 


In order that you may know the organizational structure of 

the Near East, South Asia and African region, I em enclosing an 
unofficial copy of the organization chart, Please treat this as 
being very unofficial and there are still o few positions un- 
filled and o few othere in which the present incumbent only acting. 
There will, therefore, be some few shifte after which it is pre- 
sumed the chart will be issued in official form. This advance 
unofficial copy is forwarded to you in order that you will have a 
better insight to the organizational structure and hence the 
operations which come to your attention day by day. 


With best regards to you and your staff, 


8i : 
5 neerely yours Ye 
Paul F. Taggart 


Chief, Iraq + Lebanon = Saudi Arabia - Syria 
Neer East, South Asia and African Operations 


Mr. Harlen Corson, Director 
United States of America 
Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
c/o American Embassy, 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
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Memorandum of Conversation 
DATE: October 9, 1953 


suevect, wat Arabia program ~ with particular reference to Public Administrations 


" Mr. Faul F, Taggart Mr. Thel Taylor 
PARTICIPANTS: ==, Hagvey Sherman Mr, Gerherd Kruger 
Mr. Robert Kennedy Mr. E. Re Pierce 


Me, William von Segeern 


COPIES TO; 


eae 
UW. 5, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE = 10-—O1120-1 


Purpose of the meeting was to afford an opportunity for Mr. Kennedy to outline 
to the staff the nature and scope of his work during the past two years in Saudi 
Arabia, and to discuss, in general, the public administration program, its problems 
and objectives, end our future approach to carrying out these objectives, 


Mr. Kennedy discussed at length end in detail his work in Saudi Arabia, He 
stated that his primary fimetion hed been the drafting of tariff legislation for 
the Saudis, He cited the difficulties which had been encountered in carrying out 
this work, including the necessity for proceeding slowly until the confidence 
of the Seudi Arabian Government had been von, and the lack of any counterpart 
worker in the S&G, 


Mr. Kennedy said the work proceeded along the following lines, by phases: 
a, Research and actual drefting of the legislation, 


b. "Selling" the legislation to the customs and finance people 
after it had been drafted, 


@. Obtaining royal approval for the new legislation, 


Tn connection with the research and drafting phase of the work, Mrs Kennedy 
stated that this work vas greatly hampered by the leek of reliable statieties on 
Saudi Arabian commerce, lie said the Saudis stil) want Foreign Operations 
Administration to furnish a competent statistician « in his opinion, this 
technician should be qualified to draft « complete statistical nonenelature 


for the 





o2< 


for the Saudis and should have experience in export-inport statistics. 
(Mr. Taylor mentioned that Coleman nay stil] be available for this work - 


and, for this reason, there has been very little change in the past two 

in actual customs administration, In fact, the only visible evidence 
of change is the installation of a customs cashier at the Jidda airport. 
In other words, although the necessary tariff legislation has been drafted, 
approved and implemented, the actual improvement of custche edministration 
remain to be carried out. 


In response to questions by Mr. Taggart, Mr. Kennedy outlined what he 
thought would be necessary in the customs fields 


& Draft a new set of customs regulations, dovering such matters 
as the clearance of al) types of merchandise, the specific 


duties of each customs official and penalties to be assessed 
for violations, 


be Obtain ministerial approval for new reguJ« tions, 


c. Training of customs people in application of the new 
regulations, 
Mr. Kennedy said he thought the foregoing should be undertaken by 
"installments" but that he could not estimte the time necessary to do it, 


He seid that eny technicians recruited to work on such project should be 
given at least two year assignments, 


To do the job, in Mr. Kennedy's opinion, FOA/Jidda should be supplied 
with the following personne): 


1. A competent budget man to work with the Saudi customs people, 
2. A customs statistical expert, 
3. An experienced customs administrative man, 


4e A personnel man = to work on the problem of training Saudis 
for the works 


Mr. Taylor suggested the possibility of ineservice training (at the 
commercial school in Jidda) for Saudis to be used in customs work, to be 
supplemented by U.S, training for selected individuels, Another 


porsibility 





academic background of the available Saudi candidates, 


Tt wes agreed by the group that further talks should be held on these 
matters, in which Treasury, Customs and Bureau of the Budget should be 
represented, 


Mr. Kennedy will write, during the next few days, a composite report 
on hie work in Seudi Arable, utilizing the partial reports alresdy submitted 
in the monthly reports from TCA/Jidda, 


With regard to the personal future of Mr, Kennedy he stated that his 
opinion was that since his speciality lies in the field of tariff 
legislation, end sinen this vork is ve)l forward in Saudi Arabia (with 
the next step to be in nctua] customs sdministration) he would be more 
useful on e new assignment in Iraq, le pointed out that the Ireq teriff, 
written in 1933 and nine times amended, is bedly out of line with current 
needs end should be rewritten, 


Me, Taggert inquired regarding the impect on our progrem in Saudi if 
Kennedy vere shifted te Iraq. Mr, Kennedy said he believes the Saudis 
understand that this specie) work is completed, le raid anyone eent to 
replace him would need six months to get his feet on the ground and gain 
confidence of the Seudis, If sent to Baghdad, Kennedy felt it would be 
feasible for him to go periodically to Jidda to offer guidance to the new 
man ~ introduce him to appropriate Saudi officials ~ and to follow up on 


work previously accomplished, 


Mr, Taggart end Mr. von Seggern pointed out 
from such an errengenent - not 

the adjacent Areb states, This regional approsch to 
specialized personne] will be given further study, 


PO. 48 OPARATICES AmUNLOTOATION 
DEPARTMENT! OF STATE.* 





Memorandum of Conversation 


\ DATE: Oetober 9, 1955 


Publie Adudaletretion Program in Seudl Arable 


SUBJECT: 
. tir. Poul F. Teggert My, “hel Taylor 
PARTICIPANTS: vrs Mdwart Rheree Wp. Gerhard Kroger 
Mir, VAlldan von Seggern Yr, lobert Fennedy 
My, Hervey Sherman 
COPIES TO; 





U. 5, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE — LO-—~O1120-1 


Mr, Kennedy, vho recently returned fron Snudi Arabia, explained that hie 
prisary function in Saudi Arabia was the drafting nné neouring the royal approval 
of « tariff lew for Sandi Arabia whieh inoluded: 

a. Drofting of a sohedule of rates. 


b. Dvefting of general provisions of the tariff law such as 
those dealing with a ~ hed teriff valuation. 


This steady wae broken down into the following three phases: 
th. “eoonred on’ drofting of » proposed toriff law, 
b. Selling of proposed law to custens officials, 
@. Obtaining approvel of proposed lew at royal level, 
fo accomplish the drafting of « tariff law eowe of the following prodlens 
had te be considered auch ap type of duty requirements, general level of duty 
desired, the current economia situation, taxing policies of the governsent, ete., 
Kr. Tennedy operated at « handicap, insawach ae there were xo reliable beale 


statietion; no host government qounterpart avalledle; and vory few Saudl Areblene 
have even elomentery eduention in the apecifie fields of teriff end custome 
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} FOA/1CA ~ John H. Stambaugh October 7, 1988 


THROUGH; Mr. Cedric H, Seager 
FOA/0A ~ Poul Taggart 


Memorandum of Discuesion with Mr, Sadek Husseini, Liaison Officer, 
Saudi Arabian Government 


Attached please find copy of a memorandum of discussion prepared by lr. 
Pierce, which in substance covers the discussion of Mr. Museeini with you, 
Mr, Seager, Mr. Taylor, and myself, Vednesday, October 7. I should like to 
add the following to that which ie contained in Mr, Pierce's memorandum: 


(1) I should like to emphasize the strategic importance of Saudi Arabis 
to the United States. As pointed out by Hr, Husseini, Saudi Arabia lies on 
the front line due to the magnitude of the Communism movement in Iran. Only 
the Porsian Gulf separates the two countries, 


(2) ARAMCO ie the largest single American investment outside the United 
States. Its product, ofl, is an essentinl commodity in which the United 
States has « great deal of interest. It goes without saying that other coun- 
tries are a great deal interested in the of] reserves of the Middle Bast. 


(3) Whereas the masses of the people in Iraq, Iran, and other countries 
being aware of the oi] revenues accruing to their countries have and are 
requiring # showing by their governments, “asses of the people of Saudi 
Arabia have not yet avakened to the full realisation of what of] means in } 
terms of improved social and economic improvement, This is indeed fortunate | 
as the Saudi Arabian Government has not omerged far enough to enadle then 
to cope with such problems as effectively as say Iran and Iraq, Yor differ- 
ent reasons the urgency of the problem in Saudi Arabia is therefore as great 
as in Iraq and Iran, In other vords, we perhaps have a little more time in oh! 
Saudi Arabia, but by the same token we have to travel » greater distance in 7a 
Saudi Arabia than in the other two countries. The apparent friendship of 
Saudi Arabia with the United States is an aseet which we can further only if 
our operations are such as toverrant» continued respect of the Saudis . We 
cannot afford to come forward with too little too late. 


There are those that feel that vith the enormous of] revenues Soudi Arabia 
ie a rich country, When spread over the enormous area of the country and the 
stupendous job that has to be done, it ie only a matter of arithmetic to realise 
that Saudi Arabia ie til] a very ppor country, 


John 4H, Stambaugh -2= October 7, 1963 


In conclusion, I should also like to point out that with the tremendous 
revenues accruing to the United States through the oil of Saudi Arabia and 
the taxes paid by ARAMOO and ite employees, it is no wonder that Seudi Arabia 
feels they are being discriminated againet when they look at the emal) amount 
of technical assistance funds being mede available to Saudi Arebia and parti- 
cularly ie this true when, ae pointed ont by Mr. Husseini, Saudi Arabia has 
nado direct contributions of 4,00 to every £1.00 in the implementation of 
the cooperative program, 


POA/TOA = PTaggertsld 


